
 

 

THE  UNTAMED ROADw 
OF  wPITI 

Travelogue by Nitheesh  
 

 

 



Ǒ 

 

 

The Ƥinding road amidst the giants. 

PREFACE 
- - - - X 
In Maƪ of ɀȾȿɆ, Phalgun and I ƣentuŸed on a Ƽƣe-daƪ bike Ÿide in the wpiti ƣalleƪ of Himachal PŸadesh, India. Hailing 
fŸom south India and ƼŸst time at such a biking adƣentuŸe, Ƥe had a seŸies of uneƩpected, inƣigoŸating, and 
bŸeathtaking eƩpeŸiences. PictuŸesŷue ƣalleƪs, gushing ŸiƣeŸs, numeŸous ƤateŸ cŸossings, heaƣƪ oƷ-Ÿoading, fŸom 
being stŸanded to helping the stŸanded, age-old cultuŸes, coloŸful landscapes and plentƪ moŸe. I’ƣe tŸied to captuŸe 
these along Ƥith some subtle details heŸe, Ƥhich I think aŸe missed in most ƣideos & aŸticles online, and hope this 
tŸaƣelogue seŸƣes as a guide to ƪouŸ wpiti adƣentuŸes! HeŸe’s Phalgun’s photo album that complements this 
tŸaƣelogue -  http://phalgun.in/spiti  

 

http://phalgun.in/spiti
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To see the Ƥorld, things dangerous to come to, to see behind Ƥalls, draƤ closer,  

to find each other, and to feel. That is the purpose of life. 
-The Secret Life Of Walter Mitty 

Ǳ 
Nitheesh K L 
- - - - X 
An engineer bƪ profession, a traƣeler bƪ passion. Eagerlƪ 
ƣenturing into the outdoors, Ƥith a calling for adƣenture. 
I’ƣe traƣeled far and Ƥide in the Uw and been ƣisiting the 
Himalaƪas for the last 5 ƪears, but the mountains here 
neƣer ceases to amaze and keeps calling me back. 

This stretch of Himalaƪas is bƪ far the most raƤ & 
secluded eƩperience I’ƣe had. It is as if the time has 
neƣer aged here! 
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VieƤs of wpiti  
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Route Map 

 

OnƤaŸds to Kaza 
~  ɀȿȾ km 

Manali  - Rohtang Pass - Gramphu - Chhatru - Batal - Kunzum Pass -  Losar - Kibber - Keƪ -  Kaza 

RetuŸn to Manali 
~  ɀɂȾ km 

Kaza  - Rangrik - Pangmo - Losar - Kunzum Pass - Chandrataal - Batal - Chhatru - Gramphu - Rohtang Pass -  Manali 
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Daƪ X - Daƪ Ⱦ 
Acclimatize, packing & permits 
TL;DR  -  It is highlƪ impoŸtant to acclimatize Ƥell befoŸe staŸting on this jouŸneƪ. You'll be ascending a lot of altitude in 
a ƣeŸƪ shoŸt duŸation and aŸe susceptible to AMw if not acclimatized Ƥell. I Ƥas tŸekking in the high Himalaƪas the Ƥeek 
befoŸe, so I Ƥas Ƥell acclimatized and hence could do this long stŸenuous Ÿide in just a feƤ daƪs.  

FŐeŏueĨt ĂoeŐs to the hiĂh altitude ŐeĂioĨs Źill alŐeadſ be aŹaŐe oā this. FoŐ the ĨeŹ 
ĂoeŐs,  it is esseĨtial to accliħatize Źell beāoŐe staŐtiĨĂ oĨ this jouŐĨeſ. 9heŐe aŐe steep 
asceĨts iĨ shoŐt duŐatioĨs that ħiĂht Őesult iĨ AM1 ˂Acute MouĨtaiĨ 1ickĨess˃ is ſou 
aŐeĨ’t accliħatized Źell. 1o I Źas Źell accliħatized aĨd heĨce could do this loĨĂ stŐeĨuous 
Őide iĨ just a āeŹ daſs. It is ĂeĨeŐallſ ŐecoħħeĨded to ĂiŸe aĨſŹheŐe betŹeeĨ ʑʓ to ʓʗ 
houŐs āoŐ ſouŐ bodſ to accliħatize to ĨeŹ ŐeĂioĨs. 

Iā ſou’Őe ŐeĨtiĨĂ bikes āŐoħ MaĨali, theĨ it is a staĨdaŐd plaĨ to aŐŐiŸe a daſ oŐ tŹo eaŐlieŐ 
at MaĨali aĨd speĨd the tiħe theŐe. Besides accliħatiziĨĂ, ſou’d haŸe to Ăo thŐouĂh the 
pŐocess oā pŐocuŐiĨĂ peŐħits, ŐeĨtiĨĂ bikes, puŐchasiĨĂ the haŐĨesses & otheŐ ŐeŏuiŐed 
accessoŐies aĨd packiĨĂ up ſouŐ ĂeaŐ āoŐ the jouŐĨeſ. I caĨĨot stŐess eĨouĂh to pack 
oĨlſ the absolute esseĨtials! ˂packiĨĂ āoŐ tŐaŸel is aĨ aŐt bſ the Źaſ˃. Else ſou ħiĂht be 
capable oā hoaŐdiĨĂ all ſouŐ heaŸſ ĂeaŐ, but ħaĨaĂiĨĂ it Źill sooĨ becoħe a paiĨ, āoŐ 
both ſou aĨd otheŐs tŐaŸeliĨĂ aloĨĂ Źith ſou, ŹheĨ ſou load & uĨload, āall, oŐ passiĨĂ 
thŐouĂh ĨaŐŐoŹ sectioĨs...etc. I caŐŐied a ʒʏL backpack Źhile PhalĂuĨ had a ʓʏL pack aĨd 
that suƍced āoŐ all ouŐ Ĩeeds. AĨd, it’s Źaſ ħoŐe coħāoŐtable to use buĨĂee coŐds āoŐ 
āasteĨiĨĂ ſouŐ backpacks thaĨ usiĨĂ Őopes oŐ aĨſ otheŐ ideas ſou haŸe iĨ ħiĨd. 9heſ’Őe 
Őeadilſ aŸailable iĨ ħost stoŐes āoŐ aŐouĨd ʕʏ INR. 

RohtaĨĂ pass ŐeŏuiŐes a peŐħit āoŐ all Ÿehicles iĨcludiĨĂ tŹo-ŹheeleŐs, althouĂh the 
Hiħachal 9DC ˂9ŐaĨspoŐt & DeŸelopħeĨt CouĨcil˃ Źebsite doesĨ’t ežplicitlſ state this. 
OĨliĨe ŐeseŐŸatioĨ āoŐ peŐħits is aŸailable oĨlſ āoŐ CaŐs aĨd otheŐ Ÿehicles. FoŐ bikes, the 
peŐħit has to be takeĨ ħaĨuallſ at the 9DC oƍce iĨ MaĨali. It’ll take a daſ to obtaiĨ the 
peŐħits aĨd ſou’ll be able to tŐaŸel oĨlſ oĨ the āolloŹiĨĂ daſ. You’ll Ĩeed a copſ oā ſouŐ 
liceĨse, ID pŐooā aĨd bike ŐeĂistŐatioĨ docs āoŐ the peŐħit. FoŐeiĂĨeŐs Źill haŸe to take 
peŐħits to cŐoss LosaŐ aĨd eĨteŐ iĨto the 1piti Ÿalleſ, else Źill Ĩot be peŐħitted to 
coĨtiĨue at the LosaŐ check-post. KiĨdlſ Ĩote that RohtaĨĂ Pass Őoute is closed oĨ 
9uesdaſs āoŐ ħaiĨteĨaĨce aĨd heĨce Ĩo Ÿehicle Źill be peŐħitted to pass thŐouĂh. 1o, 
plaĨ accoŐdiĨĂlſ. Iā ſou’Őe ŐeĨtiĨĂ bikes āŐoħ MaĨali, the ŐeĨtal Ăuſs Źill be able to 
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aŐŐaĨĂe the peŐħits āoŐ ſou. EĨsuŐe to Őeŏuest it ŹheĨ ſou book ſouŐ bike aĨd ŐeħiĨd 
theħ seŸeŐal daſs iĨ adŸaĨce. I’Ÿe pŐoŸided the details oā ouŐ bike ŐeĨtal Ăuſ at the eĨd. 

OuŸ Plan & What actuallƪ happened! 
We ŹeŐe tŐekkiĨĂ iĨ UttaŐakhaĨd āŐoħ Maſ ʐʘ to ʑʕ. We plaĨĨed to take aĨ oŸeŐĨiĂht bus 
āŐoħ DehŐaduĨ oĨ ʑʖth aĨd Őeach MaĨali eaŐlſ ħoŐĨiĨĂ bſ ʗ:ʏʏ aħ. We had alŐeadſ 
pŐe-booked ouŐ ŐeĨtal bike aĨd had asked theħ to keep it Őeadſ āoŐ us to leaŸe MaĨali bſ 
ʐʏ:ʏʏ aħ. 9hat Źould ĂiŸe us eĨouĂh tiħe to Őeach Kaza bſ ĨiĂhtāall oĨ the saħe daſ. 
HoŹeŸeŐ, it tuŐĨed out that theŐe Źas a lot oā Őoad ħaiĨteĨaĨce ŹoŐk happeĨiĨĂ betŹeeĨ 
BhuĨtaŐ aĨd MaĨali. As a Őesult, Źe ŹeŐe ežtŐeħelſ delaſed aĨd Őeached MaĨali oĨlſ bſ 
ʐʑ:ʏʏ pħ. With the Ĩežt daſ beiĨĂ a 9uesdaſ aĨd RohtaĨĂ pass beiĨĂ closed oĨ 9uesdaſs, 
Źe had Ĩo otheŐ choice but to Ăet Őeadſ as sooĨ as possible aĨd leaŸe MaĨali at the 
eaŐliest. We leāt ouŐ biĂĂeŐ packs Źith uĨĨecessaŐſ stuƌ at the ŐeĨtal oƍce itselā, packed 
ouŐ sħalleŐ packs Źith esseĨtials, ƏĨished the papeŐŹoŐk āoŐ the peŐħits, had a ŏuick 
luĨch aĨd leāt MaĨali bſ ʑ:ʒʏ pħ oĨ ʑʗth itselā to at least cŐoss RohtaĨĂ pass aĨd adjust 
the Őest oā ouŐ itiĨeŐaŐſ āŐoħ the Ĩežt daſ accoŐdiĨĂlſ.  

 
Rental bike | Aƣenger 220cc. wadist’s bike  Ƥith his backpack fastened Ƥith bungee cords. 
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Daƪ ȿ  
Manali to Rohtang Pass 
~ ɃȾ Km |  ~ ɀhŸs Ƥith no tŸaƸc &  ~ ɂ - Ƀ hŸs Ƥith tŸaƸc 

TL;DR  -  TheŸe Ƥill be heaƣƪ tŸaƸc on the Ƥaƪ to  Rohtang pass fŸom Manali. TŸaƸc staŸts as eaŸlƪ as 5 am. Bikes maƪ 
somehoƤ sŷueeze thŸough, but otheŸ ƣehicles haƣe no otheŸ choice. wo, leaƣe as eaŸlƪ as possible.  

9heŐe is heaŸſ tŐaƍc at ħultiple stŐetches āŐoħ MaĨali to RohtaĨĂ pass. We staŐted āŐoħ 
MaĨali bſ ʑ:ʒʏ pħ aĨd Őeached the RohtaĨĂ pass bſ ʕ:ʏʏ pħ. OtheŐs told us that tŐaƍc 
staŐts as eaŐlſ as ʔ aħ. It’s Ĩot coĨtiĨuouslſ cloĂĂed all the Źaſ to the top, but oĨlſ at 
ceŐtaiĨ stŐetches ħostlſ due to aŐħſ coĨŸoſ cŐossiĨĂ aĨd Őoad ħaiĨteĨaĨce ŹoŐk. But oĨ 
the top, the tŐaƍc is pŐiħaŐilſ due to the seĨseless 
cab āelloŹs paŐkiĨĂ theiŐ Ÿehicles oĨ eitheŐ side oā the 
Őoad Źithout ĂiŸiĨĂ Źaſ to otheŐ Ÿehicles passiĨĂ 
thŐouĂh! 1peciƏcallſ, ſou’ll hit tŐaƍc ŹheĨ ſou’Őe 
about to leaŸe MaĨali toŹĨ aĨd joiĨ the Leh hiĂhŹaſ, 
at the RohtaĨĂ pass peŐħit check-post, ~ʑʏ kħ āŐoħ 
MaĨali, a āeŹ stŐetches iĨ betŹeeĨ aĨd theĨ ħajoŐlſ as 
ſou Őeach the RohtaĨĂ pass top. Bikes ħaſ soħehoŹ 
sŏueeze thŐouĂh, but aĨſ otheŐ Ÿehicle has Ĩo otheŐ 
choice. 1o, leaŸe as eaŐlſ as possible.  

AāteŐ cŐossiĨĂ the peŐħit check-post, ſou’ll eĨcouĨteŐ 
beautiāul ŸieŹs oā the MaĨali Ÿalleſ. 9heŐe aŐe pleĨtſ oā 
spots to stop bſ aĨd adħiŐe, but I’d suĂĂest Ĩot to 
speĨd too ħuch tiħe heŐe as the ŐeĂioĨ aāteŐ RohtaĨĂ 
pass is eŸeĨ ħoŐe beautiāul. CŐuise aloĨĂ sloŹlſ iā 
ŐeŏuiŐed aĨd Őeach the top at the eaŐliest. 9heŐe is 
oĨe place āoŐ āood stop Źith ħultiple ŐestauŐaĨts, just 
beāoŐe ŐeachiĨĂ the top. At the top, theŐe aŐe pŐettſ 
Ăood stŐetches oā sĨoŹ iā ſou’d like to plaſ iĨ it. But it 
aiĨ’t āŐesh poŹdeŐ sĨoŹ, just soāt ice aĨd ežtŐeħelſ 
cŐoŹded. We just stopped a ħoħeĨt to obseŐŸe the 
sceĨe aĨd coĨtiĨued aloĨĂ as it Źas alŐeadſ ĂettiĨĂ                                     En Ÿoute to Rohtang Pass  
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late āoŐ us. Bſ the Źaſ, theŐe’ll be Ĩo phoĨe siĂĨals aāteŐ ſou cŐoss the peŐħit check-post. 
You’ll Ăet B1NL siĂĨals oĨ the top, but aĨſ otheŐ caŐŐieŐs aŐe out oā luck āoŐ the eĨtiŐe 
stŐetch āŐoħ heŐe to Kaza & back uĨtil ſou Őeach MaĨali aĂaiĨ. 

Rohtang Pass to GŸamphu 
~ ȿɁ Km |  ~ ɁȾ - ɂɃ mins 

TL;DR  -  Completelƪ doƤnhill Ÿoute fŸom the top, to almost the bottom of the ƣalleƪ. One ƤateŸ cŸossing in betƤeen. 
NeaŸ the bottom, theŸe aŸe laŸge sections of slush due to ŸoadƤoŸk and Ÿain. The majoŸ issue is to locate the tuŸn to 
GŸamphu. This is the onlƪ deƣiation in this Ÿoute. HoƤeƣeŸ, this deƣiation to the Ÿight is just afteŸ a left tuŸn doƤnhill 
fŸom Rohtang pass and since theŸe aŸe no maŸkings oŸ boaŸds, it’s pŸettƪ easƪ to miss this. Keep the GPw on until 
Ÿeaching this tuŸn, ƣeŸƪ impoŸtant! If ƪou miss this, ƪou'll Ÿeach an aŸmƪ check post at KhoksaŸ Ƥhich is 5km aƤaƪ. This 
is a cleaŸ indication that ƪou'ƣe missed the GŸamphu tuŸn.  

9his stŐetch is aĨ eĨtiŐelſ doŹĨhill Őoute āŐoħ the top, to the bottoħ oā the Ÿalleſ 
suŐŐouĨded bſ sĨoŹ-coŸeŐed peaks aĨd lush ĂŐeeĨ ŸeĂetatioĨ. 9heŐe ŹeŐe oĨlſ a āeŹ 
Ÿehicles oĨ this path aĨd I āouĨd it peaceāul to tuŐĨ oƌ ħſ bike eĨĂiĨe aĨd Ălide ŏuietlſ to 
the bottoħ. GaŸe a suŐŐeal ežpeŐieĨce Źith the cool bŐeeze acŐoss ħſ āace Źhile listeĨiĨĂ 
to it ŹhistliĨĂ, ĂoiĨĂ oŸeŐ ħſ helħet ŸisoŐ. We eĨcouĨteŐed oĨlſ oĨe ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ iĨ 
betŹeeĨ. As ſou Őeach the bottoħ, theŐe aŐe laŐĂe sectioĨs oā slush due to ŐoadŹoŐk aĨd 
ŹateŐ āŐoħ the ħeltiĨĂ sĨoŹ. But the ħajoŐ coĨceŐĨ heŐe is it to locate the tuŐĨ toŹaŐds 
GŐaħphu. 9his is the oĨlſ deŸiatioĨ ſou'll ħake iĨ this Őoute. HoŹeŸeŐ, this deŸiatioĨ to the 
ŐiĂht is just aāteŐ a leāt tuŐĨ doŹĨhill āŐoħ RohtaĨĂ pass aĨd siĨce theŐe aŐe Ĩo ħaŐkiĨĂs 
oŐ boaŐds, it’s pŐettſ easſ to ħiss this. I suĂĂest to keep ſouŐ GP1 oĨ uĨtil ſou Őeach this 
tuŐĨ; ŸeŐſ iħpoŐtaĨt! Iā ſou ħiss this tuŐĨ,  ſou'll Ĩežt Őeach aĨ aŐħſ check post at KhoksaŐ 
Źhich is ʔkħ aŹaſ. 9his is a cleaŐ iĨdicatioĨ that ſou'Ÿe ħissed the GŐaħphu tuŐĨ. 

I had kept the GP1 oĨ iĨ ħſ phoĨe but had tuŐĨed oƌ the scŐeeĨ to saŸe batteŐſ aĨd still 
lost GP1 coĨĨectiŸitſ oĨ the top. AlthouĂh I Źas coĨstaĨtlſ oĨ the lookout āoŐ this tuŐĨ, 
aāteŐ haŸiĨĂ Źatched seŸeŐal Ÿideos oĨ ſoutube, I still ħissed this tuŐĨ. PhalĂuĨ Źas 
ahead oā ħe aĨd he ħissed it as Źell. We Őealized oĨlſ aāteŐ ŐeachiĨĂ KhoksaŐ aĨd had to 
tŐace back ʔ kħ uĨtil the cŐossiĨĂ, Źhich is ħuch easieŐ to spot oĨ the Źaſ back as ſou 
caĨ cleaŐlſ see a ſelloŹ siĂĨboaŐd aĨd a loĨĂ diŐt tŐack oĨ the leāt. 9heŐe’s a sħall set oā 
teĨts at this cŐossiĨĂ. 9hat is GŐaħphu. We didĨ’t ƏĨd aĨſthiĨĂ useāul heŐe to stop, so Źe 
coĨtiĨued aloĨĂ. 
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The ƣalleƪ afteŸ cŸossing Rohtang Pass, toƤaŸds GŸamphu 

GŸamphu to ChhatŸu 
~ ȿɅ Km |  ~ ɀ hŸs 

TL;DR  -  This is ƤheŸe the fun begins. This is completelƪ oƷ-Ÿoading on gŸaƣel tŸails. You staŸt at the bottom of the ƣalleƪ 
and Ÿaise up and come doƤn to Ÿeach ChhatŸu. TheŸe aŸe plentƪ of ƤateŸ cŸossings in this stŸetch ɧI lost count of hoƤ 
manƪ!ɨ. Attempting this stŸetch in the night is a Ÿiskƪ aƷaiŸ. You cannot go beƪond ȿȾ-ȿɀ km/hŸ on bikes. TheŸe is no 
otheŸ pitstop in betƤeen. In the moŸnings, ƪou might encounteŸ heŸds of sheep and hoŸses. Once ƪou get doƤn to the 
ŸiƣeŸ bed, ƪou'll see a bŸidge acŸoss the ŸiƣeŸ. ChhatŸu is the place neƩt to the bŸidges. TheŸe aŸe tƤo bŸidges, an old one 
and a neƤ one. Both aŸe functional. ChhatŸu has Ɂ tents Ƥith food and beds. About ɀȾȾ INR peŸ bed peŸ night. TheŸe's 
also a foŸest dept guest house about Ⱦ.5-ȿ km fŸom heŸe. But it doesn't haƣe anƪ facilities though, i.e. no food ƤateŸ..etc 
just a Ÿoom Ƥith a bed. I suggest staƪing in the tents itself. It’s moŸe liƣelƪ Ƥith local folks. I'd also suggest taking the 
fiŸst tent immediatelƪ neƩt to the bŸidge. An old chap Ƥith his Ƥife Ÿuns that place. Theƪ'Ÿe ƣeŸƪ fŸiendlƪ and Ƥill feed ƪou 
Ƥell. BtƤ, this old chap maintains the guest house as Ƥell. wo if ƪou do need the foŸest guest Ÿoom, talk to this guƪ. 

9his is ŹheŐe the āuĨ beĂiĨs. FŐoħ heŐe it is coħpletelſ oƌ-ŐoadiĨĂ oĨ a diŐt tŐail. You staŐt 
at the bottoħ oā the Ÿalleſ aĨd Őide up aĨd coħe doŹĨ to Őeach ChhatŐu. But Źe had Ĩo 
idea oā this aĨd it Źas alŐeadſ ʖ:ʒʏ pħ aĨd ĂettiĨĂ daŐk ŏuicklſ. IĨ all the Ÿideos & aŐticles 
I had seeĨ aĨd Őead, Ĩo oĨe staſed at ChhatŐu, so ħſ kĨoŹledĂe oā this aŐea Źas liħited. 
All Źe kĨeŹ Źas that ChhatŐu Źas aŐouĨd ʑʏ kħ āŐoħ GŐaħphu aĨd the ŐeĨtal Ăuſ had 
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told us that Źe’d ƏĨd a place to 
sleep heŐe āoŐ the ĨiĂht. 1o that 
Źas ouŐ Ăoal āoŐ the daſ, to 
Őeach ChhatŐu aĨd ƏĨd a place 
to sleep āoŐ the ĨiĂht. 1iĨce ħſ 
GP1 ŹasĨ’t ĂettiĨĂ a lock oĨ ouŐ 
positioĨ aĨd PhalĂuĨ’s phoĨe 
Źas loŹ oĨ chaŐĂe, Źe decided 
to ħake a Ĩote oā the odoħeteŐ 
ŐeadiĨĂ oĨ the bike to keep 
tŐack oā the Ĩežt ʑʏ kħ. 9his is 
ŹheĨ Źe Őealized both oā ouŐ 
bike’s odoħeteŐs ŹeŐeĨ’t 
ŹoŐkiĨĂ. It Źas still shoŹiĨĂ the 
saħe ŐeadiĨĂ as at the staŐt iĨ 
MaĨali.  It Źas daŐk bſ ĨoŹ aĨd              DiŸt tŸail staŸting fŸom GŸamphu to ChhatŸu. The full moon Ƥas up alŸeadƪ 
pŐettſ cold. 1o Źe didĨ’t Źaste tiħe iĨ thiĨkiĨĂ aĨd kept ŐidiĨĂ oĨ. AāteŐall, Źe ŹeŐe pŐettſ 
suŐe to see soħe liĂhts at ChhatŐu as theŐe ŹasĨ’t aĨſthiĨĂ else iĨ betŹeeĨ. FoŐ the Ĩežt 
oĨe houŐ, Źe eĨcouĨteŐed pleĨtſ oā ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ iĨ this stŐetch ˂I lost couĨt oā hoŹ 
ħaĨſ!˃. AtteħptiĨĂ this stŐetch iĨ the ĨiĂht is a Őiskſ aƌaiŐ ˂NoŹ I kĨoŹ!˃. 9he Őoad is 
ĨaŐŐoŹ, a dŐop-dead cliƌ edĂe oĨ the leāt aĨd ħeltiĨĂ sĨoŹ oĨ the ŐiĂht. 9he oĨlſ souŐce 
oā liĂht Źas the āull ħooĨ aĨd the spŐead oā ouŐ bike’s headlaħp. Not a siĨĂle Ÿehicle 
cŐossed us iĨ this oĨe houŐ aĨd Ĩot beiĨĂ able to tŐack ouŐ distaĨce coŸeŐed; Źe 
ŹoĨdeŐed hoŹ ħuch āuŐtheŐ it is to ChhatŐu. Bſ the Źaſ, the speedoħeteŐ ŹasĨ’t ŹoŐkiĨĂ 
as Źell, so Źe pŐesuħed Źe ŹeŐe doiĨĂ aŐouĨd ʑʏ kħph oĨ aŸeŐaĂe aĨd at that Őate, Źe 
should haŸe Őeached ChhatŐu bſ ĨoŹ. 9he ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂs ŹeŐe ĂettiĨĂ hiĂheŐ & hiĂheŐ 

aĨd the ĨiĂht coldeŐ aĨd daŐkeŐ. AddiĨĂ 
to the āact that theŐe Źas Ĩot eŸeĨ a 
siĨĂle speck oā ħaĨ-ħade liĂht, the 
Źhole thiĨĂ āelt eeŐie! I ŹasĨ’t suŐe iā I 
ŹeŐe to be appŐeciatiĨĂ the beautſ oā 
the āull ħooĨ iĨ the Ÿalleſ oŐ be ŹoŐŐied 
about Ĩot ŐeachiĨĂ ChhatŐu ſet. 
9haĨkāullſ, a luĂĂaĂe jeep caħe acŐoss 
aĨd the dŐiŸeŐ told us Źe ŹeŐe still aĨ 
houŐ’s distaĨce aŹaſ.  FiĨallſ, aāteŐ 
aĨotheŐ ʓʔ ħiĨs oŐ so oā ŐidiĨĂ aĨd 
ŹateŐ   cŐossiĨĂs, Źe could see tŹo liĂhts 

The stoŸe Ÿoom Ƥith beds foŸ the night                                                    aloĨĂ the Ÿalleſ ƐooŐ. It Źas such a biĂ 

 



ǐǑ 

 
Őelieā kĨoŹiĨĂ Źe ŹeŐeĨ’t lost aāteŐ all. ChhatŐu is at the base oā the Ÿalleſ oĨ the leāt side 
oā the ŐiŸeŐ aĨd Źe Őide oĨ the ŐiĂht side uĨtil ChhatŐu aĨd ƏĨallſ cŐoss the bŐidĂe acŐoss 
the ŐiŸeŐ to Őeach ChhatŐu. What peŐpležed us that tiħe iĨ the ĨiĂht Źas that theŐe Źas 
tŹo bŐidĂe ŐiĂht Ĩežt to each otheŐ to cŐoss the ŐiŸeŐ. 9his is a biĂ ŐiŸeŐ ħiĨd ſou. LoĂic 
pŐeŸails that oĨe ouĂht to be old aŐ uĨħaiĨtaiĨed aĨd the otheŐ is its ĨeŹeŐ ŐeplaceħeĨt. 
But theŐe ŹeŐeĨ’t aĨſ boaŐds oŐ iĨdicatioĨs as to Źhich oĨe to use. We caĨ see the tŹo 
pole liĂhts oĨ the otheŐ side, but couldĨ’t spot aĨſoĨe to ask. It Źas aŐouĨd ʘ:ʒʏ pħ ĨoŹ 
aĨd Źith a ŐoaŐiĨĂ ŐiŸeŐ ĂushiĨĂ beloŹ, a bad choice is the last thiĨĂ Źe ŹaĨted to do. We 
stepped doŹĨ āŐoħ the bikes, Źalked a āeŹ steps to ežaħiĨe the coĨditioĨ aĨd eŸeĨtuallſ 
decided to the take the biĂĂeŐ oĨe oĨ the ŐiĂht. We cŐossed oĨe bſ oĨe Źithout aĨſ 
issues. 9he teĨt Źas iħħediatelſ aāteŐ the bŐidĂe to ouŐ leāt. 9houĂh it Źas coħāoŐtiĨĂ to 
see soħeoĨe, Źe still ŹeŐeĨ’t suŐe iā Źe’d ƏĨd a place to staſ. 9heŐe Źas aĨ old chap aĨd 
his Źiāe iĨ the teĨt aĨd PhalĂuĨ ŹeĨt iĨ to eĨŏuiŐe ˂betŹeeĨ us, he’s the oĨe Źho does 
these kiĨds oā talks & iĨŏuiŐies˃. He caħe back saſiĨĂ it Źas ʑʏʏ INR peŐ ĨiĂht. Boſ! ŹeŐe 
Źe ŐelieŸed to heaŐ that. We paŐked ouŐ bikes ŏuicklſ aĨd Ăot iĨto the teĨt āoŐ the ŹaŐħth. 
9he old ladſ sħiled aĨd happilſ asked Źhat Źe’d like to haŸe āoŐ diĨĨeŐ. We said aĨſthiĨĂ 
aĨd she oƌeŐed as chapatis aĨd hot Őajħa. It āelt so Ăood. 9hŐee otheŐ Ăuſs joiĨed us 
aāteŐ a Źhile. 9heſ ŹeŐe tŐaŸeliĨĂ iĨ a caŐ. We had soħe sħall talk as usual aĨd told us 
theſ couldĨ’t do ħoŐe aĨd ʐʏ-ʐʑ kħph all the Źaſ till ChhatŐu. No ŹoĨdeŐ it took us so loĨĂ 
iĨ the bike. 9he beds ŹeŐe put iĨ a bŐick Őooħ Ĩežt to the teĨt. I pŐesuħe it Źas leāt oŸeŐ 
stoŐeŐooħ āŐoħ ŹheĨ the bŐidĂe Źas coĨstŐucted. NoĨetheless, it Źas ŹaŐħ aĨd cozſ aĨd 
Źe had a pŐettſ Ăood sleep. 

  
ChhatŸu. Me on the bike and the thŸee guƪs Ƥho staƪed Ƥith us the pŸeƣious night 
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Daƪ ɀ 
ChhatŸu to Batal 
~ Ɂɀ Km |  ~ Ƀ hŸs 

TL;DR  -  This section is a beautiful stŸetch of oƷ-Ÿoading and the most Ƥild in the entiŸe ciŸcuit. You'll be Ÿiding on ŸiƣeŸ beds in 
some aŸeas, so the ƤateŸ ƽoƤ is the most intense heŸe. AfteŸ about ȿȾ km ƪou Ÿeach a place called 'Chhota DhaŸa', Ƥhich is 
knoƤn foŸ its tŸeacheŸous section of Ÿoad, and aŸguablƪ the ƤoŸst patch in this Ÿoute. You'll Ƽnd ƪouŸself Ÿiding on bouldeŸs and 
big Ÿocks Ƥith fŸee-ƽoƤing ƤateŸ fŸom the mountaintop. In the eaŸlƪ season, ƪou can almost ceŸtainlƪ eƩpect to Ÿide thŸough the 
ƽoƤing ƤateŸs on the path foŸ moŸe than ɃȾȾm at a stŸetch and if it’s late in the daƪ, due to moŸe melting of snoƤ, theŸe Ƥill be 
knee deep ƤateŸ! If ƪou'Ÿe on a caŸ, ƪou'll Ƽnd a left cuŸƣe afteŸ the ƤateŸ cŸossing Ƥhich is eƩtŸemelƪ naŸŸoƤ, uphill and Ƽlled 
Ƥith laŸge Ÿocks. It's pŸettƪ common foŸ aƩle bŸeakdoƤns. wo be aƤaŸe! AfteŸ this cŸoss, the neƩt stŸetch all the Ƥaƪ to Batal is 
pŸobablƪ one of the best, if not the best, ƣieƤ of the entiŸe Ÿide. You Ÿide alongside the ŸiƣeŸ and see entiŸe mountains fŸom theiŸ 
base to the top along Ƥith theiŸ glacieŸs up close & peŸsonal! Batal is tƤo tents and a foŸest guest house. Unlike ChhatŸu, it isn't 
as comfoŸting to staƪ heŸe, so staƪ heŸe onlƪ if ƪou'ƣe no otheŸ choice. If not, ƪou'll Ƽnd good food and seƣeŸal assoŸtments of 
soŸts 

I Źas aŹake bſ ʓ:ʒʏ aħ. 9heŐe Źas liĂht outside alŐeadſ aĨd it Źas seepiĨĂ iĨ thŐouĂh the 
Őooħ shutteŐ. It had becoħe a ŐoutiĨe bſ ĨoŹ āoŐ ħe to Źake up aŐouĨd ʓ:ʏʏ aħ, Ăet Őeadſ 
aĨd theĨ Źake up sadist ˂a.k.a PhalĂuĨ. 9heŐe’s pleĨtſ oā ŐeasoĨs I call hiħ as sadist, but 
let’s Ĩot Ăet iĨto that heŐe˃. Iā ſou haŸeĨ’t beeĨ to the ħouĨtaiĨs, ſou should kĨoŹ that 
theŐe aŐeĨ’t aĨſ bathŐooħ/toilet 
seŐŸices aŸailable aĨſŹheŐe. You’ll 
haŸe to Ăo iĨ the opeĨ. I Ăot Őeadſ bſ 
ʔ aħ aĨd Źoke hiħ up. Bſ ʕ:ʏʏ aħ Źe 
had ƏĨished ouŐ sħall bŐeakāast, 
packed up aĨd ŹeŐe Őeadſ to leaŸe. 
Oh, I should ħeĨtioĨ that the bike 
seats ŹeŐe āŐozeĨ aĨd had a laſeŐ oā 
ice āoŐħed oĨ it. We had Ĩo idea that 
Źould happeĨ. You should pŐobablſ 
coŸeŐ it up Źith a laſeŐ oā cloth oŐ 
soħethiĨĂ iĨ the ĨiĂht. We ŹaĨted to 
leaŸe bſ ʕ:ʏʏ aħ as Źe plaĨĨed to Őeach                                              MoŸning sun Ÿaƪs just afteŸ ChhatŸu 
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Kaza bſ eŸeĨiĨĂ. It’d be close to ʐʏ houŐs oā ŐidiĨĂ that daſ aĨd Źe ŹaĨted to Őeach Kaza 
eaŐlſ to Őelaž aāteŐ the iĨteĨse ŐidiĨĂ the pŐeŸious daſ. Besides, Źe had Ĩo clue oā the 
Őoad ahead oā us aĨd the pŐeŸious ĨiĂht’s ežpeŐieĨce seeħed like a ŹaŐĨiĨĂ to Őeach ouŐ 
destiĨatioĨ beāoŐe the suĨ staŐts settiĨĂ. 1o I Ăo oĨto the bike to staŐt aĨd Ăet the eĨĂiĨe 
ŹaŐħed up, but as I had āeaŐed, the bike didĨ’t staŐt. While sadist settled the bills at the 
teĨt, I had seŸeŐal āutile atteħpts to staŐt the bike. 9heŐe ŹasĨ’t a kickstaŐt as Źell, so I 
tŐied pushiĨĂ it a bit aĨd staŐtiĨĂ āŐoħ ĂeaŐ...etc, but ĨoĨe seeħed to ŹoŐk. With the bike 
Ĩot staŐtiĨĂ, I Őeallſ thouĂht I Źas āucked up āoŐ suŐe! AĨd suddeĨlſ, I Ĩoticed I had leāt the 
kill sŹitch ON. What a duħbass I Źas! No ŹoĨdeŐ theſ saſ that āeaŐ clouds oĨe’s thiĨkiĨĂ. 
AĨſŹaſ, Źith that ŐesolŸed, it Źas ĨoŹ alħost ʕ:ʒʏ aħ; Źe bid Ăoodbſes to those ʒ Ăuſs 
aĨd the old āolks at the teĨt aĨd Źe took oƌ. AlthouĂh the suĨŐise is eaŐlſ, the suĨ Őaſs 
Źould take seŸeŐal ħoŐe houŐs to Őeach the base oā the Ÿalleſ. 1o the ŹiĨdchill is iĨteĨse 
Źhile ŐidiĨĂ eaŐlſ ħoŐĨiĨĂ. Despite coŸeŐiĨĂ ouŐselŸes up coħpletelſ Źith a sheħaĂh āoŐ 
the āace, the bikeŐ jackets Źhich the ŐeĨtal Ăuſs had ĂiŸeĨ ˂this is a heaŸſ jacket, ħiĨd 
ſou!˃ aĨd ĂloŸes, ħſ haĨds ŹeŐe still ĂoiĨĂ Ĩuħb. AĨd sooĨ eĨouĂh, as the Őoute cuŐŸed 
to the leāt, the suĨ Őaſs shiĨed bŐiĂht & ŹaŐħ oĨ us. It āelt like a ĂodseĨd to us! AĨd the  

AppŸoaching Chhota DhaŸa fŸom ChhatŸu, ƤheŸe the Ÿoad goes fŸom bad to ƤoŸse 
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  sceĨes iĨ āŐoĨt oā us ŹeŐe 
absolutelſ spleĨdid. EŸeŐſ tuŐĨ 
seeħed like a ĨeŹ ŹallpapeŐ. A 
ĨaŐŐoŹ diŐt Őoad at the base oā 
the Ÿalleſ Ĩežt to a ĂushiĨĂ ŐiŸeŐ, 
suŐŐouĨded bſ lush ĂŐeeĨ laŹĨs 
oā ĂŐass aĨd ħiĂhtſ bouldeŐs iĨ 
betŹeeĨ sĨoŹ-tipped ħouĨtaiĨs 
oĨ eitheŐ side. It seeħed like 
heaŸeĨ! But the Őoad Źas as 
haŐsh as Źell. 9houĂh ouŐ 
speedoħeteŐs ŹeŐeĨ’t ŹoŐkiĨĂ, 
Źhat the otheŐ Ăuſs said 
seeħed ŐiĂht. We ŹeŐe haŐdlſ                                                      The hoŸŸible Ÿoad conditions at Chhota DhaŸa 
ŐidiĨĂ at ʐʏ kħph! 1oħeŹheŐe betŹeeĨ ʗ-ʐʏ kħ āŐoħ ChhatŐu, Źe aŐŐiŸe a place called 
‘Chhota-DhaŐa’ ˂as the Ĩaħe boaŐd shoŹed˃, Źhich had a set oā thŐee taŐpauliĨ teĨts oĨ 
the ŐiĂht side oā the Őoad. 9he Ĩaħe boaŐd said ‘FoŐest dept. Guest house’, but it seeħed 
to be abaĨdoĨed thouĂh. AĨſŹaſ, this is the place ŹheŐe the Őoad staŐted to Ăet āŐoħ 
bad to ŹoŐse. 1o āaŐ it Źas just ĂŐaŸel & loose soil, but ĨoŹ theŐe ŹeŐe Ÿisiblſ laŐĂe Őocks 
aĨd bouldeŐs oĨ the path. 1iħilaŐ to a dŐied up ŐiŸeŐ bed. It Źas a pŐecaŐious Őide uphill 
oĨ this stŐetch. 9haĨkāullſ, theŐe ŹeŐe oĨlſ sħall puddles oā ŹateŐ. 1adist coĨtiĨued to 
lead the Źaſ iĨ āŐoĨt oā ħe, as I couldĨ’t Őide āast siĨce ħſ ŐeaŐ bŐake ŹasĨ’t iĨspiŐiĨĂ aĨſ 
coĨƏdeĨce aĨd had to Őelſ ħostlſ oĨ ħſ āŐoĨt bŐakes, Źhich ħeaĨt I’d skid iĨ the diŐt iā I 
bŐaked haŐd. As I caħe about the leāt cuŐŸe, I saŹ sadist ŹaitiĨĂ āoŐ ħe. It Źas liteŐallſ a set 
oā laŐĂe bouldeŐs oĨ aĨ uphill aĨd Źe could haŐdlſ call it as a Őoad. He decided to ĂiŸe the 
ƏŐst Ăo at it as I Źatched āŐoħ the back. He ħaĨeuŸeŐed thŐouĂh the ƏŐst āeŹ but Ăot 
stuck oĨ a laŐĂeŐ oĨe. As he ŐeŸŸed his eĨĂiĨe, the ŐeaŐ tiŐe just spuĨ, but couldĨ’t Ăo up 
that Őock. He alħost slipped aĨd āell. I had to ŐuĨ aĨd hold the bike aĨd push āoŐŹaŐd āoŐ 
hiħ to ƏĨallſ Ăo oŸeŐ aĨd cŐoss! As tŐeacheŐous as it ŹeŐe, Źe had a biĂ ĂŐiĨ oĨ ouŐ āace 
as the adŐeĨaliĨe Őushed iĨ us. We had Ĩo idea oā the Őoad coĨditioĨs, ŹithiĨ aĨ houŐ 
aāteŐ leaŸiĨĂ āŐoħ ChhatŐu Źe eĨcouĨteŐed this stŐetch aĨd Źe could oĨlſ iħaĂiĨe the 
Őoad ahead oā us to be ħuch ŹoŐse. It Źas ħſ tuŐĨ Ĩežt to Ăo up the Őocks aĨd I did it iĨ 
oĨe Ăo. I āelt pŐoud. At the Ĩežt tuŐĨ, Źe saŹ a set oā caŐs stopped oĨ the Őoad. 9he thŐee 
Ăuſs iĨ theiŐ DusteŐ had oŸeŐtakeĨ us just a Źhile aĂo aĨd theſ ŹeŐe heŐe too, aloĨĂ Źith 
aĨ IĨĨoŸa that seeħed to haŸe tŹo āoŐeiĂĨ photoĂŐapheŐs, ſou kĨoŹ, like the oĨes āŐoħ 
NatGeo. ˂I didĨ’t see aĨſ such badĂiĨĂ oĨ theħ, but ſou kĨoŹ the ĂeĨeŐal attiŐe oā such 
āolks, so I Ăuess theſ ŹeŐe˃. We paŐked aĨd ŹeĨt about to eĨŏuiŐe aĨd saŹ a MahiĨdŐa 
pick-up tŐuck stuck iĨ the ħiddle oā the cuŐŸe Źith a bŐokeĨ ažle. Let ħe descŐibe the 
sceĨe. FiŐst oā all, it Źas this ĨaŐŐoŹ, ežtŐeħelſ bad stŐetch oā Őoad uphill Źith laŐĂe 
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bouldeŐs, aĨd coĨtiĨuous bliĨd cuŐŸes.  9he Źidth oā the Őoad Źas oĨlſ sliĂhtlſ laŐĂeŐ thaĨ 
the Źidth oā a tŐuck, Źith a ħouĨtaiĨ Źall oĨ the leāt aĨd a Źild ŐiŸeŐ ĂushiĨĂ doŹĨ just 
acŐoss the Őoad Źith a laſeŐ oā laŐĂe bouldeŐs iĨ betŹeeĨ the Őoad aĨd the ŐiŸeŐ. It seeħed 
diƍcult āoŐ a bike to Ăet acŐoss this sectioĨ, let aloĨe a caŐ, aĨd iĨ this spot, theŐe Źas this 
pick-up tŐuck, sħack iĨ the ħiddle, Źith a bŐokeĨ ažle! 9heŐe’s Ĩo possibilitſ oā a toŹ tŐuck 
coħiĨĂ āoŐ help. We ŹeŐe liteŐallſ a ʐʏʏ kħ āŐoħ the ĨeaŐest toŹĨ oĨ eitheŐ diŐectioĨ. 
Besides, I doĨ't thiĨk a laŐĂe Ÿehicle like a toŹ tŐuck could aŐŐiŸe heŐe aĨd eŸeĨ iā it did, it 
seeħed iħpŐobable āoŐ it to caŐŐſ oŸeŐ aĨotheŐ Ÿehicle iĨ these Őoad coĨditioĨs. 1o the 
bitteŐ Őealitſ is ſou eitheŐ Əž ſouŐ Ÿehicle theŐe oŐ leaŸe it to die theŐe! We saŹ a āeŹ Ăuſs 
tŐſiĨĂ to Əž the bŐokeĨ tŐuck, but it Őeallſ ŹasĨ’t ĂoiĨĂ to be Əžed aĨſtiħe sooĨ. 9he thŐee 
Ăuſs iĨ the dusteŐ ŐeŸeŐsed theiŐ caŐ a bit aĨd ħade Źaſ āoŐ us to sŏueeze thŐouĂh, else 
Źe’d beeĨ stuck at that spot āoŐ a loĨĂ, loĨĂ tiħe. It is such a Ăood āeeliĨĂ to see ŐaĨdoħ 
people cooŐdiĨatiĨĂ Źith each otheŐ aĨd behaŸe huħaĨelſ iĨ such Őeħote aŐeas to help 
soħe uĨkĨoŹĨ stŐaĨĂeŐ. Like 1aħŹise GaħĂee said - ˎ...theŐe’s still soħe Ăood leāt iĨ this 
ŹoŐld!ˏ. 9he bouldeŐs Őeduced as Źe ŹeĨt āuŐtheŐ aĨd aŐŐiŸed at a liteŐallſ Ɛatbed Źith 
saĨd & ĂŐass all aŐouĨd. A peŐāect blue skſ aĨd the suŐŐouĨdiĨĂ bŐoŹĨ ħouĨtaiĨs aĨd 
Źhite sĨoŹ peaks coħpleħeĨted each otheŐ. We stopped āoŐ a pee bŐeak, ħuĨched oĨ 
soħe dŐſ āŐuits aĨd did soħe photo sessioĨs. 1adist had the caħeŐa, aĨd I’ħ the ħost 
photoĂeĨic oā the tŹo, so ſou see ħe iĨ a lot oā pictuŐes thaĨ hiħ. As Źe coĨtiĨued 
thŐouĂh the Ÿalleſ, the sceĨes just Ăot betteŐ. We could see the eĨtiŐe ħouĨtaiĨs āŐoħ its 
base to the top. FŐesh uĨdistuŐbed laſeŐs oā sĨoŹ blaĨketiĨĂ theħ. GlacieŐs coħiĨĂ doŹĨ 
iĨ betŹeeĨ theħ aĨd āoŐħiĨĂ the ŐiŸeŐ beloŹ. AĨd all oā this, just about ʔʏʏħ aŹaſ āŐoħ 
us. It Źas ħaĂical. I had ĨeŸeŐ seeĨ such āoŐħatioĨ so up close. 9heŐe ŹeŐe pleĨtſ oā 
stŐeaħs aĨd ŹateŐāalls as the Őoad passes bſ Ĩežt to the ħouĨtaiĨ. 9his sceĨe coĨtiĨues 
āoŐ aĨotheŐ ʑ houŐs aāteŐ Źhich Źe Ăet oĨto the Ɛat ŐiŸeŐ bed. 9his is huĂe, aĨd I thiĨk it 
Ăets Əlled up duŐiĨĂ ŹiĨteŐ, but āoŐ ĨoŹ, the ŐiŸeŐ Źas ĨaŐŐoŹ aĨd ƐoŹiĨĂ oĨ the ŐiĂht side 
coŐĨeŐ aĨd Źe dŐoŸe oĨ the leāt side. FiĨallſ, aāteŐ about ʔ houŐs iĨ total, Źe Őeached 
Batal, Źhich kiĨd oā liteŐallſ is the eĨd oā this Ÿalleſ Źe ŹeŐe dŐiŸiĨĂ aloĨĂ. 9his is the 
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āaħous Chacha-Chachi ˂ĂŐaĨdpa & ĂŐaĨdħa˃ teĨts. 9heſ’Ÿe beeĨ heŐe aĨd seŐŸiĨĂ people 
āoŐ seŸeŐal decades ĨoŹ. 9heŐe aŐe papeŐ cuttiĨĂs shoŹcased iĨside the teĨts, oā this 
beiĨĂ pŐiĨted iĨ the ĨatioĨal ĨeŹspapeŐs. 9heŐe’s pleĨtſ oā sĨacks & dŐiĨks aŸailable heŐe. 
We Őested āoŐ a Ăood oĨe houŐ, had soħe hot MaĂĂie aĨd Őelažed beāoŐe Źe coĨtiĨued 
āŐoħ heŐe. Opposite to the teĨt is a āoŐest Ăuest house, but it seeħed closed as Źell aĨd 
ŹeŐeĨ’t suŐe hoŹ oĨe could book aĨd use theħ.  

 

wcenes on the Ƥaƪ fŸom ChhatŸu to Batal 
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Batal and the Chacha-Chachi tents theŸe 
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Batal to Kunzum Pass 
~ ȿɁ Km |  ~ ȿ.Ƀ-ɀ hŸs 

TL;DR  -  FŸom Batal, its completelƪ uphill on the mountain Ƥith haiŸpin bends all the Ƥaƪ up to Kunzum pass. The path is all 
loose gŸaƣel and a lot of melting ice Ƥith slush. ȿ.Ƀkm fŸom Batal is the left tuŸn to ChandŸataal. wee the ChandŸataal details 
beloƤ if ƪou intended to go theŸe. At ~ȿɃ,ȾȾȾft, Kunzum pass is a high altitude Ÿoute. wo make suŸe ƪou'ƣe acclimatized Ƥell, else 
the ŷuick accent is suŸelƪ going to aƷect ƪou. On the top is a shŸine on the left Ƥith a lot of Buddhist ƽags. The shŸine itself ain't 
that beautiful, but the suŸŸounding mountains make up foŸ a magniƼcent ƣieƤ! Rest heŸe, if ƪou must as the neƩt section is a bit 
of a toil going doƤnhill Ƥith incoming tŸucks/tŸaƸc! Note: at the shŸine, theŸe seems to diŸection boaŸd foŸ ChandŸataal. Do not 
folloƤ it. It's pŸobablƪ an old Ÿoute oŸ a goat path foŸ local shepheŸds. Bikes couldn't pass theŸe. 

Iħħediatelſ aāteŐ Batal, theŐe’s a bŐidĂe cŐossiĨĂ aĨd it’s a coħpletelſ uphill Őide āŐoħ 
theŐe oĨ till the KuĨzuħ top. 9he Őoute cliħbs up the ħouĨtaiĨ, cŐosses the pass aĨd theĨ 
eĨteŐs iĨto the 1piti Ÿalleſ. 9he Őoad is ĨaŐŐoŹ aĨd Źith ĂŐaŸel as beāoŐe, but Źith a lot oā 
slush āŐoħ the ħeltiĨĂ sĨoŹ aĨd it’s a coĨstaĨt haiŐpiĨ beĨds till the top. Just aāteŐ about 
ʐ.ʔ-ʑ kħ āŐoħ Batal, theŐe’s a deŸiatioĨ oĨ this Őoute Źhich leads to ChaĨdŐataal. 9heŐe’s a 
sħall boaŐd as Źell. HoŹeŸeŐ, Źe had decided Ĩot to do ChaĨdŐataal ĨoŹ aĨd Ăo theŐe oĨ 
ouŐ Źaſ back. 9heŐe a lot oā altitude ĂaiĨ heŐe iĨ a ŸeŐſ shoŐt tiħe. 1o āoŐ those Źho 
haŸeĨ’t accliħatized Źell, this stŐetch is ĂoiĨĂ to hit ſou haŐd. As Źe ŹeĨt up, theŐe Źas 
sĨoŹ oĨ the path aĨd the ħouĨtaiĨ slope. I hoped the sĨoŹ Źould be a little soāt at least, 
but it Źas as haŐd as a Őock. FouĨd out the haŐd Źaſ thouĂh, as I stŐetch ħſ ŐiĂht aŐħ to 

The Ÿoad Ƥith haiŸpin bends going up to Kunzum pass 
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ĂŐab soħe sĨoŹ to thŐoŹ oĨ sadist, but iĨstead hit ħſ haĨd haŐd ˂seŐŸes ħe ŐiĂht!˃. We 
saŹ a stŐetch oā ŹiĨdiĨĂ ziĂ-zaĂ Őoute ĂoiĨĂ up the adjaceĨt hill, Źhich seeħed pŐettſ 
sceĨic, but tuŐĨed out it Źas aĨ old Őoute Ĩot ħaiĨtaiĨed aĨſħoŐe. 9he Őoad ŐelatiŸelſ 
ƐatteĨs out just beāoŐe ŐeachiĨĂ the top aĨd this stŐetch is Əlled Źith slush. 9heŐe’s 
puddles oā ŹateŐ aĨd the laŐĂe Ÿehicles ĂoiĨĂ acŐoss cŐeated this pŐiħe coħbiĨatioĨ to 
skid & slide. I tŐied haŐd to Ĩot eŸeĨ place ħſ leĂ iĨ it, but it Źas a bit haŐd to coĨtŐol the 
slidiĨĂ bike Źithout puttiĨĂ the āeet oĨ the ĂŐouĨd. 1o as ſou caĨ Ăuess, ħſ boots ŹeŐe 
bŐoŹĨ bſ ĨoŹ. AĨd talkiĨĂ about boots, I Źas ŹeaŐiĨĂ ħſ Coluħbia buĂa-boots, Źhich Źas 
a hiĂh aĨkle sĨoŹ boot Źith a theŐħal liĨiĨĂ. It Źas ežtŐeħelſ coħāoŐtable iĨ theħ. EŸeŐſ 
place sadist Ăot Źet & diŐtſ iĨ slush & ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ; I stŐeaħed thŐouĂh Źithout ĂettiĨĂ 
eŸeĨ a bit Źet. 1adist alŹaſs ħade āuĨ oā ħe āoŐ ŹeaŐiĨĂ such biĂ boots iĨ pŐeŸious tŐeks, 
but this tiħe, I leāt Ĩo oppoŐtuĨitſ to Ăet back at hiħ āoŐ hoŹ Ăood aĨd useāul these ŹeŐe! 
9heŐe’s a Buddhist shŐiĨe oĨ the top, Źhich is the hiĂhest place oĨ the Őoute. 1eŸeŐal oā 
the Ÿideos I had seeĨ oĨ You9ube, ħeĨtioĨed it’s a custoħaŐſ Őitual to Ÿisit this shŐiĨe aĨd 
Ăo aŐouĨd it, else theŐe Źould be bad oħeĨ cast upoĨ those Źho ŹouldĨ’t aĨd Źould 
ceŐtaiĨlſ āace pŐobleħ iĨ the Őoute ahead. I doĨ’t ĂeĨeŐallſ belieŸe iĨ such custoħs aĨd 
Őituals, but ĂiŸeĨ the āact that sadist’s bike chaiĨ Źas causiĨĂ soħe souĨd that Źe 
couldĨ’t ideĨtiāſ, ħſ ŐeaŐ bŐake ŹasĨ’t āuĨctioĨiĨĂ pŐopeŐlſ, aĨd a āeŹ ħoŐe oā such 
ŹoŐŐisoħe ideas, I didĨ’t hesitate to heed to theħ Őituals aĨd Ăo aŐouĨd the shŐiĨe. Need 
all the luck I caĨ Ăet ŹheĨ I’ħ tŐaŸeliĨĂ! Besides all that, the place itselā is stuĨĨiĨĂ. 9he 
shŐiĨe Źith a lot oā coloŐāul Buddhist ƐaĂs ƐutteŐiĨĂ iĨ the ŹiĨd, suŐŐouĨded bſ ĂiaĨt 
sĨoŹ-capped ħouĨtaiĨs, aĨd cleaŐ blue skſ...I’ħ ŐuĨĨiĨĂ out oā ŹoŐds to descŐibe this 
beautſ. It took us alħost ʑ houŐs āŐoħ Batal to Őeach heŐe. We Őested āoŐ a Źhile, ħuĨched 
oĨ soħe dŐſ āŐuits I had packed aĨd coĨtiĨued aloĨĂ. Bſ the Źaſ, Źe saŹ a boaŐd that 
Őead ChaĨdŐataal oĨ it, Ĩežt to Źhat seeħed like a Ăoat path behiĨd the shŐiĨe. I’ħ Ĩot 
suŐe Źhat this Źas oŐ iā it Źould actuallſ lead to ChaĨdŐataal, but it didĨ’t seeħ like aĨſ 
bikes could Ăo thŐouĂh that path. 1o Źe didĨ’t eŸeĨ tŐſ to ŸeĨtuŐe theŐe. 
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Going up to Kunzum Pass, oƣeŸlooking the ƣalleƪ leading to Batal 

 
Kunzum Pass. On the top 
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Kunzum Pass to LosaŸ 
~ ɀȾ Km |  ~ ɀ hŸs 

TL;DR  -  Road afteŸ the pass is doƤnhill foŸ an houŸ oŸ so. Might encounteŸ a lot of tŸanspoŸt tŸucks fŸom Kaza. It Ƥasn't that 
enjoƪable. HoƤeƣeŸ, as ƪou appŸoach the bottom, the ƣast plains of the wpiti ƣalleƪ becomes ƣisible! It's tŸulƪ majestic. At the 
ƣalleƪ beloƤ aŸe seƣeŸal small paths deƣiating fŸom the Ÿoad. These aŸe just oƷ-Ÿoading tŸacks left bƪ people Ƥho pŸobablƪ 
Ƥanted to haƣe some Ƥild fun. Knock ƪouŸself out if ƪou'Ÿe into that kind of adƣentuŸes. It’s completelƪ haŸmless eƩcept that 
ƪou'll buŸn fuel & might buŸst a tiŸe if not caŸeful. The neƩt stŸetch is a ƽat Ÿoad all the Ƥaƪ to LosaŸ. wpiti ciƣilization becomes 
eƣident fŸom heŸe. You'll encounteŸ a small ƣillage on the Ƥaƪ Ƥith seƣeŸal inteŸsections, but don't botheŸ about them and keep 
going stŸaight. We saƤ feƤ funkƪ looking homestaƪs as Ƥell, so if ƪou'Ÿe stuck someƤheŸe close bƪ, this could be ƪouŸ Ÿest spot. 
At LosaŸ, ƪou haƣe to mandatoŸilƪ ŸegisteŸ at the police check-post. No peŸmits oŸ fee needed foŸ Indians, but foŸeigneŸs Ƥill need 
to shoƤ theiŸ peŸmits heŸe. Also, ƪou can eƩpect to Ƽnd electŸicitƪ and BwNL phone signals fŸom heŸe onƤaŸds. LosaŸ is the neƩt 
biggest settlement afteŸ Kaza. TheŸe aŸe good homestaƪs, tŸanspoŸt options, food, help...etc heŸe. 

FŐoħ the KuĨzuħ top, the Őoad leads doŹĨ that ħouĨtaiĨ aĨd eĨteŐs iĨto the 1piti Ÿalleſ. 
It Źas aŐouĨd ʐ:ʒʏ pħ bſ ĨoŹ aĨd alħost ʕ-ʖ hŐs oā ŐidiĨĂ āŐoħ the ħoŐĨiĨĂ. FŐoħ heŐe Źe 
eĨcouĨteŐed a lot oā iĨcoħiĨĂ tŐaƍc oā touŐist cabs, teħpos, aĨd Ăoods tŐaĨspoŐt tŐucks. 
But Źe didĨ’t haŸe aĨſ caŐs oŸeŐtakiĨĂ us toŹaŐds Kaza; oĨlſ bikes cŐossed us. I Ăuess the 
Őoadblock āŐoħ eaŐlieŐ iĨ the ħoŐĨiĨĂ had delaſed all the biĂ Ÿehicles. AĨſŹaſ, that āelt 
Ăood āoŐ us as it didĨ’t āeel Ĩice to haŸe so ħaĨſ Ÿehicles cŐossiĨĂ us oĨ the diŐt tŐack 
doŹĨhill leaŸiĨĂ a cloud oā dust behiĨd āoŐ us to Ăo thŐouĂh. 
Oā the eĨtiŐe jouŐĨeſ, this stŐetch till Źe Ăot doŹĨ to the 
Ÿalleſ ƐooŐ Źas the ħost boŐiĨĂ. PŐobablſ cause Źe couldĨ’t 
see aĨſthiĨĂ apaŐt āŐoħ bŐoŹĨ ħouĨtaiĨ Źalls aĨd the Őoad 
Əlled Źith dust. But this is a shoŐt stŐetch aĨſŹaſ. 1ooĨ 
eĨouĂh, the ŸieŹ opeĨs up to the ħaĂĨiƏceĨt 1piti Valleſ. I 
saſ this is the poiĨt āŐoħ ŹheŐe oĨe staŐts to see the 
Leh-Ladakh kiĨd oā laĨdscapes aĨd coloŐs. 9he Ÿalleſ is so 
Ÿast aĨd huĂe that ouŐ caħeŐas do Ĩo justice at all. 9he 
iħħeĨse depth Źe āeel iĨ ouŐ eſes is Ĩot captuŐed iĨ the ʑD 
pictuŐes eitheŐ. At the bottoħ oā the Ÿalleſ, as beāoŐe, theŐe is 
1piti ŐiŸeŐ ƐoŹiĨĂ oĨ the āaŐ leāt aĨd Őoute leads oĨ the ŐiĂht 
side oā the Ÿalleſ ƐooŐ. 9heŐe’s pleĨtſ oā space oā oƌ-ŐoadiĨĂ 
heŐe iā ſou haŸe the ŐiĂht tſpe oā Ÿehicle. We saŹ pleĨtſ oā 
diŐt tŐacks āoŐkiĨĂ aŹaſ āŐoħ the Őoute, pŐobablſ āŐoħ bikes 
& caŐs tŐſiĨĂ to haŸe theiŐ shaŐe oā adŐeĨaliĨe Őush. 1eeħed 
pŐettſ haŐħless, ežcept that ſou’d buŐĨ a lot ħoŐe āuel aĨd 
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ħiĂht buŐst the tiŐes oĨ the shaŐp Őocks iā Ĩot caŐeāul. With ouŐ cŐuiseŐ stſle bikes, theŐe 
ŹasĨ’t ħuch Źe could do. We did Ăo oĨ oĨe stŐetch that seeħed to Ăo thŐouĂh ĂŐass aĨd 
saĨd. We eĨjoſed like little boſs Źith theiŐ ƏŐst bicſcles as ouŐ bikes slid aĨd ŐeŸŸed 
thŐouĂh the saĨd. We stopped āoŐ a Źhile āoŐ soħe pictuŐes, pee-bŐeak, aĨd sĨacks. 9he 
Ÿalleſ seeħed like a Ɛat plateau, Źith coloŐāul Őock āoŐħatioĨs oĨ the ħouĨtaiĨ Źalls. No a 
siĨĂle soul to be seeĨ iĨ the eĨtiŐe stŐetch, eaĂles soaŐiĨĂ hiĂh aboŸe Źith a blue skſ aĨd 
the cold ŹiĨd bloŹiĨĂ acŐoss us...it Źas oĨe oā the ħost ŐelažiĨĂ aĨd peaceāul ħoħeĨts iĨ 
the eĨtiŐe jouŐĨeſ. Not āaŐ āŐoħ heŐe is LosaŐ. About ʒʏ-ʓʏ ħiĨs Őide aĨd Źe appŐoached 
the LosaŐ police check-post. 9his is ŹheŐe the 1piti Ÿalleſ oƍciallſ beĂiĨs aĨd Źe’Ÿe to 
pŐoŸide ouŐ details āoŐ the police ŐecoŐds heŐe. FoŐeiĂĨ ŸisitoŐs haŸe to ħaĨdatoŐilſ Ĩeed 
a special peŐħit to pass thŐouĂh. 9he check-post had aĨ electŐic pole aĨd I could 
oŸeŐheaŐ the souĨds āŐoħ the 9V plaſiĨĂ iĨside the Őooħ. FoŐ the ƏŐst tiħe iĨ the last ʐʏʏ 
kħ oŐ so, Źe saŹ electŐicitſ. It’s a lužuŐſ out heŐe. As Źe passed thŐouĂh the ŸillaĂe, it 
seeħed pŐettſ biĂ āoŐ ħouĨtaiĨ ŸillaĂe staĨdaŐds. We Ĩoticed sħall shops & hotels ŹheŐe 
tŐaŸeleŐs had Ɛocked āoŐ āood. We had Ăood āood at Batal aĨd Źith the sĨacks iĨ betŹeeĨ, 
Źe ŹeŐeĨ’t huĨĂŐſ, so Źe coĨtiĨued aloĨĂ Źithout stoppiĨĂ heŐe. We also saŹ a bus that 
Źas ĂoiĨĂ āŐoħ Kaza to MaĨali. We ŹoĨdeŐed iā theŐe ŹeŐe aĨſ otheŐ Őoutes that leads to 
MaĨali āŐoħ heŐe because Źe Őeallſ didĨ’t thiĨk these biĂ buses aĨd Ăoods tŐuck Źould Ăo 
thŐouĂh the Őoad coĨditioĨs Źe had coħe thŐouĂh till ĨoŹ aĨd especiallſ that sectioĨ 
ĨeaŐ Chhota-DhaŐa. We lateŐ āouĨd out that this is the oĨlſ Őoute aĨd these buses aĨd 
tŐucks also Ăo thŐouĂh the saħe Őoute. NoŹ iħaĂiĨe tŐaŸeliĨĂ this ŐeĂioĨ iĨ oĨe oā those! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On the Ƥaƪ to LosaŸ. wpiti ŸiƣeŸ in the backdŸop. 
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LosaŸ to Kaza ɧƣia KibbeŸ & Keƪɨ 
~ ɃɆ Km |  ~ ɀ.Ƀ-Ɂ hŸs 

TL;DR  -  AfteŸ a feƤ km fŸom LosaŸ, the Ÿoad foŸks into tƤo diŸections. One on the Ÿight cŸosses the bŸidge and folloƤs on the 
Ÿight side of the wpiti ŸiƣeŸ, and the otheŸ folloƤs along the left. The mile maŸkeŸ points Kaza as the Ÿight side Ÿoad, but both 
Ÿoads lead to Kaza. The left foŸk leads thŸough the mountains. Chicham, KibbeŸ & Keƪ aŸe on this Ÿoute. This is Ƥell paƣed Ÿoad 
and can cŸuise at high speeds. TheŸe’s beautiful landscape going uphill and plentƪ of fascinating Ÿock foŸmations. HoƤeƣeŸ, no 
human habitation heŸe until ƪou Ÿeach the top and cŸoss oƣeŸ to the neƩt mountain. Chicham is a high altitude ƣillage, looking 
eƩactlƪ like out of the books. The local homes oƷeŸ food if ŸeŷuiŸed. TheiŸ tea is a gŸeen tea Ƥith a  blend of lemon and local 
ƽaƣoŸs. EƩtŸemelƪ ŸefŸeshing. Do giƣe it a tŸƪ. And the good ladies theŸe don't chaŸge ƪou anƪ amount speciƼcallƪ and if ƪou insist 
Ƥill ask to giƣe ƤhateƣeŸ ƪou feel like. wo don't be a jeŸk, and paƪ accoŸdinglƪ! AfteŸ Chicham is a goŸgeous canƪon. KibbeŸ comes 
afteŸ, then Keƪ and then Kaza. 

Just aāteŐ cŐossiĨĂ LosaŐ, Źe eĨcouĨteŐed a ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ. We Őeallſ hadĨ’t had aĨſ 
pŐopeŐ ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ this daſ uĨtil ĨoŹ aĨd this oĨe seeħed to be deep aĨd it Źas Źide 
as Źell, Źith just Őocks iĨ this. 9his Źas a ŹateŐāall ƐoŹiĨĂ āŐoħ the top aĨd joiĨiĨĂ the 
1piti ŐiŸeŐ beloŹ. 9heŐe Źas a ħakeshiāt bŐidĂe beiĨĂ coĨstŐucted beside it but ŹasĨ’t ſet 
accessible. I took the ƏŐst Ăo at this tiħe aĨd as Ăuessed, it Źas deep. Had to keep ħſ 
ŐiĂht āeet iĨ the ŹateŐ, but thaĨks to ħſ ežtŐa hiĂh boots, I didĨ’t Ăet Źet. 1adist, oĨ the 
otheŐ haĨd, had to keep both his āeet 
iĨ the ŹateŐ aĨd this tiħe Ăot āull Źet 
as the ŹateŐ easilſ ŹeĨt iĨside his 
shoes, althouĂh it Źas aĨkle leĨĂth 
boots. He absolutelſ hates ĂettiĨĂ Źet 
bſ aĨſ ħeaĨs aĨd I couldĨ’t stop 
lauĂhiĨĂ at hiħ heŐe. He had eŸeĨ tied 
his Źet socks āŐoħ pŐeŸious 
eĨcouĨteŐs to the bike’s cŐash ĂuaŐd 
as a Ăood luck chaŐħ to Ĩot Ăet Źet iĨ 
the ŐeħaiĨdeŐ oā the jouŐĨeſ, but 
ĨothiĨĂ helped. EŸeĨ those tied socks 
that had dŐied up Ăot Źet! It Źas 
absolutelſ hilaŐious to see his black & 
ĂŐeeĨ socks tied up oĨ eitheŐ side oā 
his bike āoŐ the Őest oā ouŐ touŐ. AāteŐ 
this ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ, it is a beautiāul 
Őide thŐouĂh the Ɛat Ÿalleſ ƐooŐ. You caĨ                                                            WateŸ cŸossing at LosaŸ 
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āeel that ſou’Őe iĨ a huħaĨ habitatioĨ zoĨe. Cattle ĂŐaziĨĂ aloĨĂ the sides, a distaĨt 
hoħe oŐ a ŐuiĨ, aĨ electŐicitſ liĨe ežteĨdiĨĂ to the āaŐ eĨd...aĨd so oĨ. AĨotheŐ sħall 
ŸillaĂe coħes up heŐe. 9heŐe ŹeŐe ħultiple cŐossŐoads heŐe, so Źe stopped to ask aŐouĨd, 
but couldĨ’t see aĨſoĨe. We kept āolloŹiĨĂ the stŐaiĂht Őoad aĨd suŐe eĨouĂh, Źas the 
ŐiĂht oĨe as Źell. At the eĨd oā this ŸillaĂe Źas a coloŐāul decoŐatioĨ oā Źhat seeħed like a 
sħall ŐesoŐt. BŐiĂht, coloŐāul ƐaĂs, biĂ Źhite uħbŐellas Źith tea tables & chaiŐs uĨdeŐĨeath 
theħ aĨd a Ĩeatlſ cultiŸated ĂŐeeĨ laŹĨ. Not suŐe Źhat Źas happeĨiĨĂ theŐe thouĂh. We 
had eaŐlieŐ cŐossed seŸeŐal chaps bicſcliĨĂ aloĨĂ the Ÿalleſ, so Źe pŐesuħed this Źas 
theiŐ base. AĨſŹaſ, apaŐt āŐoħ this, the ŸieŹs aŐe just ħaĂĨiƏceĨt. Felt like I Źas iĨ (ioĨ 
ĨatioĨal paŐk, but eŸeĨ betteŐ thaĨ that. I āelt iā the ĂoŸeŐĨħeĨt took pŐopeŐ caŐe aĨd 
actioĨs to pŐeseŐŸe this eĨtiŐe 1piti Ÿalleſ as a NatioĨal PaŐk, this Źould deƏĨitelſ be 
ŐaĨked as oĨe oā the best ĨatioĨal paŐks iĨ the ŹoŐld! But it’s a sad Őealitſ that such a 
thiĨĂ is ĨeŸeŐ ĂoiĨĂ to happeĨ. Just a āeŹ kħs āŐoħ heŐe, Źe Őeached a poiĨt ŹheŐe the 
Őoad āoŐked iĨ tŹo. OĨ the ŐiĂht, theŐe a bŐidĂe cŐossiĨĂ acŐoss the 1piti ŐiŸeŐ aĨd the 
Őoad āolloŹiĨĂ aloĨĂ the ŐiĂht side oā the Ÿalleſ aĨd the leāt āoŐk leads aloĨĂ oĨ the leāt 
side ħouĨtaiĨs oā the Ÿalleſ. 9heŐe’s a ħilestoĨe heŐe Źith a ħaŐkiĨĂ oā a ŐiĂht aŐŐoŹ āoŐ 
Kaza, so Źe ŹeŐe ŹoĨdeŐiĨĂ Źhich Őoute to take. Bſ the tiħe Źe opeĨed up ouŐ oƎiĨe 
ĂooĂle ħap, a pick-up tŐuck caħe bſ āŐoħ the back aĨd the dŐiŸeŐ poiĨted us to Ăo 
stŐaiĂht, i.e. the leāt āoŐk. He said the ŐiĂht oĨe also Ăoes to Kaza, but take the leāt oĨe 
heŐe. We took his ŹoŐd aĨd coĨtiĨued leāt. AāteŐ about ʑʏʏħ āŐoħ that poiĨt, Źe hit paŸed 
Őoad. It seeħed like a āŐeshlſ ˂āeŹ ħoĨths old˃ laid out laſeŐ oā asphalt. AāteŐ Źhat Źe had 
beeĨ thŐouĂh siĨce the pŐeŸious daſ, this Źas a ĂŐeat lužuŐſ. We cŐuised aloĨĂ at hiĂh 
speeds as the Őoad took us up the ħouĨtaiĨ. We eĨcouĨteŐed a beautiāul stŐetch oā 
Őock/saĨd āoŐħatioĨ Ĩežt to the ŐiŸeŐ bed. I iĨstaĨtlſ ŐecoĂĨized it āŐoħ all the Ÿideos I 
had seeĨ oĨ 
You9ube aĨd kiĨd 
oā Ăot a ĂeĨeŐal 
idea ŹheŐe ežactlſ 
Źe ŹeŐe. OĨ the āaŐ 
ŐiĂht oā the sceĨe 
acŐoss the ŐiŸeŐ, Źe 
could see the otheŐ 
Őoad that ŐaĨ 
thŐouĂh the 
ƐatlaĨds. Bſ ĨoŹ I 
had looked iĨ the 
ħaps aĨd seeĨ 
that this Őoad 
takes us Ÿia                                                                                     Landscapes on the Ƥaƪ fŸom LosaŸ to KibbeŸ 
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KibbeŐ & Keſ, Źhich Źas peŐāect because ouŐ plaĨ Źas to Őeach Kaza aĨd theĨ Ÿisit KibbeŐ 
& Keſ āŐoħ theŐe. But ĨoŹ, takiĨĂ this Őoute ħeaĨt Źe could Ÿisit these places oĨ the Źaſ 
itselā. AĨ added boĨus! AāteŐ Ĩot beiĨĂ able to cŐoss ħoŐe thaĨ ʒʏ kħph all aloĨĂ, I Źas 
ĨoŹ ŐidiĨĂ at close to ʐʏʏ kħph, ŹiĨdiĨĂ ħſ bike leāt & ŐiĂht aloĨĂ the Őoute. It Źas a bliss! 
We caħe acŐoss a lot oā otheŐ 
bikeŐs also iĨ this Őoute, each 
oĨce ŹaŸiĨĂ theiŐ haĨds at us 
oŐ shoŹiĨĂ a thuħbs up Źith a 
biĂ ĂŐiĨ. I Źas ŐidiĨĂ so āast that 
I peŐiodicallſ had to Źait āoŐ 
about teĨ ħiĨs āoŐ sadist to 
catch up to ħe. He Źas 
stoppiĨĂ āoŐ photos ĨoŹ aĨd 
theĨ. 9hat ŐeħiĨds ħe, all aloĨĂ, 
Źe had this uĨspokeĨ 
aĂŐeeħeĨt that ŹhoeŸeŐ is iĨ 
the āŐoĨt Źaits āoŐ the otheŐ to  

InteŸesting Ÿock foŸmations en Ÿoute to KibbeŸ  
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The high altitude ƣillage of Chicham 

catch up aāteŐ a Źhile aĨd Ĩot just Őushes aŹaſ aloĨe. Cause, Źho kĨoŹs Źhat ħiĂht 
happeĨ. FoŐ ežaħple, iā the Ăuſ iĨ the back āell oƌ soħeŹheŐe aĨd Źas ŹaitiĨĂ āoŐ 
help...etc kiĨd oā sceĨaŐios. AĨſŹaſ, the Őoad staŐted to ƐatteĨ out at the top, as thouĂh it 
Źas a ƐatlaĨd Źith sliĂht ups aĨd doŹĨs. 9heŐe ŹeŐe a lot oā aĂŐicultuŐal laĨd aĨd 
iŐŐiĂatioĨ caĨals oĨ eitheŐ side. I ħust saſ, I ĨeŸeŐ ežpected to see such elaboŐate 
iĨāŐastŐuctuŐe iĨ this ŐeĂioĨ. AāteŐ aĨotheŐ Ăood ʒʏ-ʓʏ ħiĨs oā Őide, Źe Őeached a ŸillaĂe 
ŹheŐe the eĨtŐaĨce aŐch Őead ‘Chichaħ’. I thiĨk it Źas about ʒ:ʒʏ pħ bſ theĨ aĨd Źe ŹeŐe 
huĨĂŐſ. We hadĨ’t eateĨ ħuch āŐoħ Batal, apaŐt āŐoħ soħe dŐſ āŐuits. 1adist ŹaĨted to 
check out iā theŐe ŹeŐe aĨſ āood places iĨ the ŸillaĂe aĨd ŹeĨt iĨ. 9hat ŸillaĂe looked 
pŐettſ old aĨd Őeħote aĨd I didĨ’t thiĨk theŐe’d be aĨſ such āacilities theŐe. I āolloŹed hiħ 
ĨoĨetheless. Bſ the tiħe I cauĂht up Źith hiħ, he had alŐeadſ stopped iĨ āŐoĨt oā oĨe oā 
the ƏŐst hoħes aĨd Źas talkiĨĂ to a ladſ theŐe. He said she’ll be able to ĂiŸe us āood aĨd 
Źe caĨ diĨe iĨside. 9his Źas a sħall hoħe, build iĨ claſ aĨd Źhite paiĨt aĨd Źith sħall 
ŹoodeĨ ŹiĨdoŹs & dooŐ. Iā ſou’Ÿe beeĨ to the hiĂh Hiħalaſas, ſou’d kĨoŹ ežactlſ the kiĨd 
oā hoħe I’ħ talkiĨĂ about. 1adist tŐied to Ăet iĨ, but the ladſ said Źe’ll haŸe to ŐeħoŸe the 
āootŹeaŐ. We didĨ’t ŹaĨt to uĨdo & Őedo ouŐ boots all oŸeŐ, so Źe decided to diĨe 
uĨdeŐĨeath a taŐpauliĨ sheet that Źas tied beside the hoħe. We had beeĨ ŐidiĨĂ āoŐ so 
loĨĂ that ħſ butt Źas beĂiĨĨiĨĂ to huŐt a little. 1tŐetchiĨĂ ouŐ liħbs aĨd back aĨd ŐestiĨĂ 
oĨ the chaiŐ heŐe āelt ežtŐeħelſ ŐelažiĨĂ. IĨ a āeŹ ħiĨs, the ladſ caħe back Źith āood. I’ħ 
uĨable to Őecollect Źhat Źe had heŐe thouĂh. All I ŐeħeħbeŐ is ŐelažiĨĂ aĨd the tea. Oh, I 
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ħust talk about that tea. I doĨ’t 
haŸe the habit oā dŐiĨkiĨĂ 
coƌee oŐ tea ˂ħilk tea to be 
speciƏc. I’Ÿe ŐeceĨtlſ acŏuiŐed a 
taste āoŐ ĂŐeeĨ tea!˃, so sadist 
asked āoŐ a cup oā tea aĨd the 
ladſ Ăot hiħ a cup oā tea. It Źas 
ĂŐeeĨ tea aĨd he didĨ’t ŹaĨt to 
haŸe it aĨd so ĂaŸe it to ħe. I 
took a sip oā it aĨd it āelt 
ežtŐeħelſ ŐejuŸeĨatiĨĂ. I caĨ 
still ŐeħeħbeŐ that aŐoħa oā 
leħoĨ & ħiĨt. I easilſ Źas the 
best ĂŐeeĨ tea I’Ÿe had siĨce ħſ 
tea tastiĨĂ sessioĨ at 1aĨ                                                                                Joƪful little giŸls at Chicham 
FŐaĨcisco’s ChiĨatoŹĨ. He Źas cuŐious ĨoŹ aĨd tŐied soħe aĨd loŸed it. We asked āoŐ 
aĨotheŐ oĨe aĨd had it. AāteŐ soħe pŐiħe tea eĨjoſħeĨt like soħe Ăood-ol EĨĂlish chaps 
haŸiĨĂ tea Źith theiŐ piĨkies poiĨtiĨĂ up, Źe Ăot up to leaŸe aĨd asked the ladſ hoŹ ħuch 
Źe had to paſ āoŐ eŸeŐſthiĨĂ Źe had theŐe. I Źas duħbstŐuck at heŐ ŐespoĨse. 1he said Źe 
didĨ’t haŸe to paſ aĨſthiĨĂ aĨd Őeāused to tell us hoŹ 
ħuch. 1he said she Źas just happſ eĨouĂh to seŐŸe 
āelloŹ tŐaŸeleŐs ĂoiĨĂ bſ. MaĨ, iĨ the ŹoŐld Źe liŸe iĨ 
todaſ, it’s so ŐaŐe to coħe acŐoss such tŐulſ beautiāul 
people Źe caĨ call as huħaĨs! We iĨsisted aĨd she said 
Źe caĨ ĂiŸe heŐ hoŹ ħuch eŸeŐ Źe’d like. We ĂaŸe heŐ ʑʏʏ 
INR aĨd she accepted Źith a sħile. I’ħ Ĩot suŐe iā that 
Źas ħoŐe oŐ less, but at that ħoħeĨt, I’d Ĩot haŸe 
ħiĨded eŸeĨ iā she had asked ʐʏʏʏ Rs āoŐ the āood. I 
ĂeĨuiĨelſ āelt happſ. MeaĨŹhile, a buĨch oā little ĂiŐls 
had Ɛocked aŐouĨd the house’s Ăate aĨd ŹeŐe plaſiĨĂ. It 
Źas Ĩice to see theħ liŸelſ souls. 1adist Źas iĨteŐactiĨĂ 
Źith theħ aĨd took oĨe up aĨd ħade heŐ sit oĨ the bike. 
9he sħile oĨ that kid’s āace Źas pŐiceless I tell ſou! AāteŐ 
a āeŹ ħiĨs oā lauĂhteŐ aĨd childish talk, staŐted ouŐ 
bikes to Ăet ĂoiĨĂ, but the kid Źas ŐeāusiĨĂ to back aĨd 
so he ĂaŸe heŐ a shoŐt Őide oĨ the bike. Must haŸe āelt 
pŐettſ satisāactoŐſ cause she theĨ ŹeĨt back iĨ all 
sħiles. We ŹaŸed Ăoodbſes to the kids aĨd took oƌ. FŐoħ 
Chichaħ, the Őoute staŐts to desceĨd 
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The bŸidge on the left, the canƪons, and KibbeŸ undeŸ the shadoƤ 

doŹĨhill. 9heŐe aŐe pleĨtſ oā aĂŐicultuŐal Əelds as the Őoad Ăoes ŹiĨdiĨĂ acŐoss theħ. 
LookiĨĂ at all these seeħed like the ŸillaĂe Źas ħostlſ selā-suƍcieĨt. GoiĨĂ doŹĨ these 
hills, at oĨe spot is a pictuŐe postcaŐd peŐāect ŸieŹ. GŐeeĨ Əelds oĨ eitheŐ side, Źith a daŐk 
asphalt Őoad cuttiĨĂ acŐoss it, hiĂh aboŸe Źith a cliƌ edĂe sepaŐatiĨĂ the Ÿalleſ aĨd huĂe 
sĨoŹ peaks ŐiĂht acŐoss. I doĨ’t thiĨk sadist Ĩoticed this as he zooħed past that spot. I 
stood theŐe aĨd adħiŐed the beautſ āoŐ a Ăood āeŹ ħiĨs. Just aāteŐ this is a bŐidĂe that 
coĨĨects this cliƌ edĂe to the adjaceĨt ħouĨtaiĨ Źith a deep caĨſoĨ beloŹ. 9hat bŐidĂe 
is pŐettſ hiĂh aĨd I ŐeħeħbeŐ ŐeadiĨĂ soħeŹheŐe lateŐ that it is the hiĂhest bŐidĂe iĨ 
Asia. NoŹ I doĨ’t Őeallſ kĨoŹ hoŹ tŐue that āact is, but it does ħake oĨe epic ŸieŹ lookiĨĂ 
doŹĨ at the ĨaŐŐoŹ stŐeaħ ƐoŹiĨĂ Źaſ beloŹ. It ŐeħiĨded ħe oā the laĨdscapes āŐoħ the 
AĨtelope CaĨſoĨs iĨ the U1. I ĨeŸeŐ thouĂht theŐe’d be such caĨſoĨs so hiĂh iĨ the 
ħouĨtaiĨs. A shoŐt distaĨce aāteŐ this bŐidĂe coħes KibbeŐ. It is a deceĨt sized ŸillaĂe Źith 
a school aĨd a cliĨic aĨd soħe hoħestaſs. I didĨ’t Ĩotice aĨſthiĨĂ else spectaculaŐ heŐe. 
At least the Őoad that Źe ŹeĨt thŐouĂh seeħed a bit diŐtſ Źith ĂaŐbaĂe scatteŐed acŐoss 
heŐe aĨd theŐe. FŐoħ KibbeŐ the Őoute Ăoes ŹiĨdiĨĂ doŹĨ all the Źaſ to the Ÿalleſ ƐooŐ, 
aĂaiĨ Źith haiŐpiĨ beĨds. Just beāoŐe the desceĨt, theŐe’s aĨotheŐ diŐt tŐail Őoute that 
āoŐks leāt. 9his Ăoes to aĨotheŐ set oā Őeħote ŸillaĂes, oĨe oā Źhich is Kee. 9his is diƌeŐeĨt 
āŐoħ Keſ, Źhich is the āaħous oĨe Źith the Ăoħpa ˂ħoĨasteŐſ˃. AloĨĂ the side oā the Őoad, 
theŐe aŐe Ĩotice boaŐds about the diƌeŐeĨt aĨiħals oā this ŐeĂioĨ. 1o keep aĨ eſe out iĨ 
the opeĨ to spot āoŐ aĨſ Źildliāe. I didĨ’t see aĨſ oĨ ouŐ Źaſ doŹĨ. AāteŐ about ʒʏ ħiĨs 
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āŐoħ the top is Keſ. 9he Keſ Ăoħpa is oĨ the top aĨd the Keſ ŸillaĂe is beloŹ. 9heŐe’s a 
pŐettſ biĂ aŐch to the eĨtŐaĨce oā the Ăoħpa, so it’s haŐd to ħiss it. We ŹeŐeĨ’t keeĨ oĨ 
ežploŐiĨĂ the Ăoħpa; Źe just ŹaĨted to Őeach Kaza aĨd ƏĨd a place to staſ āoŐ the ĨiĂht. 
All that Źe ŹeŐe iĨteŐested iĨ about the Ăoħpa Źas to Ăet the postcaŐd pictuŐe oā it. I 
thouĂht that ŸieŹ appeaŐs āuŐtheŐ doŹĨ the Őoad, so Źe kept ĂoiĨĂ, Źe cŐossed the Keſ 
ŸillaĂe aĨd still didĨ’t Ăet the ŸieŹ. We theĨ Őealized that ŸieŹ Źas āŐoħ the top, 
oŸeŐlookiĨĂ the ĂŐeeĨ Əelds aĨd the 1piti ŐiŸeŐ.  We didĨ’t ŹaĨt to Ăo back to Ăet that oĨe 
ŸieŹ. IĨstead, Źe had aĨotheŐ deceĨt ŸieŹ āŐoħ the bottoħ, clicked that pictuŐe aĨd 
caŐŐied aloĨĂ. But this place is Őeallſ Ĩice! Iā theŐe’s tiħe, oĨe should Ĩot ħiss ežploŐiĨĂ 
this aŐea aĨd the Ăoħpa. 1oħehoŹ, the ĂŐeeĨ aĂŐicultuŐal Əelds oĨ the Ɛat piece oā laĨd 
ĂiŸe this ŐeĂioĨ a uĨiŏue ŸieŹ that Ĩot āouĨd aĨſŹheŐe else. 9he Keſ ŸillaĂe also seeħed 
Ĩice aĨd ŏuiet Źith soħe hoħestaſs oĨ the Őoute. FŐoħ Keſ, it took us about ʑʏ-ʒʏ ħiĨs to 
Őeach Kaza. Just aāteŐ ĂettiĨĂ doŹĨ to the Ÿalleſ, the otheŐ Őoute aāteŐ LosaŐ that had 
eaŐlieŐ āoŐked oƌ to the ŐiĂht joiĨs this Őoad heŐe to Kaza. 

 
A closeŸ ƣieƤ of Chicham 
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Descending fŸom KibbeŸ to Keƪ 

Keƪ Gompa on the left and the agŸicultuŸal Ƽelds on the Ÿight 
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Kaza 
Ⱦ Km |  Halt foŸ the night 

TL;DR  -  Kaza is the distŸict HQ of wpiti and the laŸgest establishment of the aŸea. TheŸe's an Indian oil petŸol bunk, but it 
opeŸates duŸing limited houŸs onlƪ. TheŸe’s plentƪ of accessoŸies and help aƣailable heŸe. TheŸe's a decathlon as Ƥell! The Zostel 
is at the faŸ end of the toƤn and onlƪ pŸioŸ ŸeseŸƣation aŸe peŸmitted. TheŸe aŸe plentƪ of smalleŸ hotels and accommodations 
aƣailable inside the toƤn and pŸice in geneŸal, is aŸound ɀK INR peŸ night foŸ a Ÿoom Ƥith ɀ/Ɂ beds. But the food, in geneŸal, 
Ƥasn't gŸeat. These ŸestauŸants oƷeŸ a fancƪ continental menu, but the dishes aŸe cooked in the local stƪle Ƥhich is pŸettƪ bland. 
No inteŸnet/ƤiƼ aƣailable anƪƤheŸe. Onlƪ BwNL phone signals ƤeŸe aƣailable. TŸek to a neighboŸing mountain and ƣisiting the 
wpiti ŸiƣeŸ is common. All in all, Kaza felt like a Ÿest stop to ŸeƼll supplies and ŸesouŸces and haƣe a good hot bath afteŸ daƪs. If 
ƪou'Ÿe hoping foŸ local delicacies and cultuŸe, then the Keƪ monasteŸƪ oŸ one of the local ƣillage homestaƪs seemed pŸefeŸable. 
Note: If ƪou'Ÿe a laŸgeŸ gŸoup and Ƥant to paŸtƪ, ƪou'd pŸobablƪ Ƥant to Ÿent a homestaƪ a bit ahead Kaza on the RangŸik Ÿoute. 
TheŸe ƤeŸe modeŸn & big homes theŸe. 

Kaza is the distŐict headŏuaŐteŐs oā 1piti. It isĨ’t a biĂ toŹĨ, but the oĨlſ toŹĨ heŐe. As Źe 
aŐe appŐoachiĨĂ Kaza, theŐe’s aĨotheŐ āoŐk. 9he ŐiĂht oĨe Źith the Źelcoħe aŐch leads to 
Kaza Źhile the leāt oĨe leads to aĨotheŐ sħall ŸillaĂe up the ħouĨtaiĨ. I had a siĂh oā 
Őelieā as Źe dŐoŸe iĨto the toŹĨ kĨoŹiĨĂ Źe ŹeŐe at a saāe place āoŐ the ĨiĂht. HoŹeŸeŐ, Źe 
hadĨ’t ħade aĨſ ŐeseŐŸatioĨs āoŐ the ĨiĂht staſ ſet. OuŐ plaĨ beāoŐe the eĨtiŐe tŐip Źas to 
book tŹo beds at (ostel heŐe, but bſ the tiħe Źe check, theſ ŹeŐe āullſ booked. FeŹ 
aŐticles oĨliĨe had iĨdicated that Źe ħiĂht be able to Ăet soħe bed iā Źe Źalk iĨ siĨce 
theŐe ħiĂht be cases ŹheĨ soħe people ŹouldĨ’t haŸe shoŹed up. 1o ouŐ Ăoal ĨoŹ Źas to 
ƏĨd (ostel. Maps shoŹed it to be at the eĨd oā the tŹo so Źe dŐoŸe all the Źaſ theŐe. At 
about the ceĨteŐ oā the toŹĨ, Źe saŹ a pŐettſ biĂ hotel oĨ the leāt. 9heŐe seeħed to be 
seŸeŐal āoŐeiĂĨeŐs theŐe, aĨd the looks oā that buildiĨĂ, iĨ ĂeĨeŐal, seeħed like it had Ăood 
seŐŸice but ežpeĨsiŸe. Opposite to that Źas the IĨdiaĨ Oil āuel statioĨ, the oĨlſ āuel 
statioĨ iĨ the eĨtiŐe stŐetch āŐoħ MaĨali to Kaza. OuŐ bikes āuel ĂauĂe shoŹed about 
oĨe-thiŐd to halā taĨk āuel ŐeħaiĨiĨĂ. I’ll Ăet back to the āuel stoŐſ iĨ a Źhile. We aŐŐiŸed at 
(ostel aĨd I ŹeĨt iĨ to iĨŏuiŐe. As I Źalked past the doŐħ, I could oŸeŐheaŐ the Ăuſs aĨd 
ĂiŐls haŸiĨĂ loud lauĂhteŐ aĨd coĨŸeŐsatioĨ about soħe cake. 9heſ seeħed āuĨ aĨd I Źas 
hopiĨĂ Źe’d Ăet to joiĨ. Me aĨd 1adist, ĂeĨeŐallſ eĨjoſ staſiĨĂ iĨ doŐħs thaĨ iĨ a hotel as 
Źe Ăet to iĨteŐact Źith a lot oā ĨeŹ āolks aĨd ſou kĨoŹ, āuĨ thiĨĂs happeĨ theŐe. AĨſŹaſ, 
the Ăuſ iĨ chaŐĂe āoŐ that daſ told ħe theŐe ŹeŐeĨ’t aĨſ aŸailable uĨless Źe had a pŐioŐ 
ŐeseŐŸatioĨ. I āelt a bit sad, but I had also ežpected that. It Źas oĨlſ Źith a sħall hope oā 
luck I eŸeĨ ŹeĨt iĨ to ask. AĨſŹaſ, as I shaŐed the ĨeŹs to sadist, he said it's okaſ aĨd Źe 
caĨ pŐobablſ ƏĨd soħe sħall hotel iĨside the toŹĨ to staſ. He said he saŹ soħe papeŐ 
ads about 1oul Caāe oĨ the Źaſ heŐe, so Źe ŹeĨt to check it out. 9his place Źas located 

 



ǒǒ 

 
pŐettſ ħuch deep iĨside the toŹĨ. It Źas his tuŐĨ to do the talkiĨĂ this tiħe, so he ŹeĨt iĨ 
to iĨŏuiŐe. ʑʏʏʏ Rs Źas the pŐice āoŐ oĨe Őooħ Źith thŐee beds aĨd had Ăood beds, 
blaĨkets, bathŐooħ aĨd aĨ electŐic ĂeſseŐ āoŐ hot ŹateŐ. 1eeħed āaiŐ eĨouĂh, but theŐe 
Źas aĨotheŐ caāe acŐoss this Źhich had aĨ attached opeĨ-ſaŐd ŐestauŐaĨt Źith liŸe ħusic 
ĂoiĨĂ oĨ. It seeħed a bit ħoŐe hippſ aĨd so Źe eĨŏuiŐed theŐe also, but theŐe ŹeŐeĨ’t aĨſ 
Őooħs. It Źas alħost ʕ:ʏʏ pħ aĨd Źe had had a loĨĂ daſ alŐeadſ, so Źe just took the Őooħ 
at 1oul Caāe. 9akiĨĂ oƌ ouŐ ĂeaŐ aĨd lſiĨĂ Ɛat oĨ the bed pŐobablſ āelt like the ħost 
ŐelažiĨĂ thiĨĂ I had doĨe iĨ ħſ liāe. 9he electŐic ĂeſseŐ ŹasĨ’t ŹoŐkiĨĂ, so Źhile I staſed 
back till the oŹĨeŐ Əžed it, sadist ŹeĨt out to check out the āood at the ŐestauŐaĨts beloŹ 
aĨd see iā theŐe aŐe aĨſ ŹiƏ seŐŸices aŸailable. It took a Źhile āoŐ that oŹĨeŐ to Əž the 
leakiĨĂ tap Źhile I just Őelažed oĨ the bed all aloĨĂ. 1adist caħe Źith saſiĨĂ theŐe ŹeŐeĨ’t 
aĨſ ŹiƏ seŐŸices aŸailable aĨſŹheŐe, but he had seeĨ aĨ ad āoŐ a ħoŸie scŐeeĨiĨĂ 
happeĨiĨĂ at 1oul Caāe that eŸeĨiĨĂ. 1o I took the shoŹeŐ ƏŐst aĨd decided to atteĨd the 
ħoŸie. It Źas ĂettiĨĂ daŐk aĨd theŐe ŹasĨ’t aĨſthiĨĂ else ħuch to do at that tiħe. 9heŐe 
Źas oĨlſ oĨe keſ to the Őooħ, so the plaĨ Źas āoŐ sadist to Ăet Őeadſ aĨd joiĨ ħe diŐectlſ 
at the ħoŸie. I had oĨlſ heaŐd about ħoŸie scŐeeĨiĨĂ a āeŹ tiħes beāoŐe but had ĨeŸeŐ 
atteĨded aĨſ, so I ŹasĨ’t Őeallſ suŐe Źhat to ežpect. I ŹeĨt iĨto the caāe beloŹ aĨd the 
Ăuſs theŐe told the ħoŸie scŐeeĨiĨĂ Źas happeĨiĨĂ at a diƌeŐeĨt place, up the toŹĨ aāteŐ 
the ħaŐketplace. He said it also beloĨĂs to 1oul Caāe itselā, but that place Źas staŐted 
ĨeŹlſ, so it Źas happeĨiĨĂ theŐe. 9heŐe Źas still soħe daſliĂht leāt, aĨd as I Źalked up the 
ħaŐket stŐeets, I could āeel the hipsteŐish Ÿibes like iĨ Kasol. 9his place Źas located at the 
āaŐ eĨd iĨ a coŐĨeŐ, so had to ask a āeŹ people āoŐ diŐectioĨs. WheĨ I Ăot theŐe, the caāe 
Źas Ĩicelſ decoŐated Źith liĂhtiĨĂ aĨd aŐtistic ŹŐitiĨĂs. 9heŐe Źas a āoŐeiĂĨeŐ theŐe Źho 
seeħed to be ŐuĨĨiĨĂ the place, Źhich seeħed a bit suŐpŐisiĨĂ.  He told ħe the ħoŸie 
scŐeeĨiĨĂ Źas happeĨiĨĂ iĨ the iĨside Őooħ. 9his place Źas basicallſ aĨ old house Źhich 
these āolks had acŏuiŐed aĨd ŐeceĨtlſ staŐted this busiĨess. 9he āŐoĨt hall seeħed to be 
the caāe ŹheŐe Ăuests had theiŐ āood, the kitcheĨ Źas still the cookiĨĂ place aĨd a āoŐeiĂĨ 
ladſ Źas cookiĨĂ iĨ theŐe. 9he bedŐooħ seeħed to be ŹheŐe the ħoŸie Źas beiĨĂ plaſed 
aĨd theŐe Źas aĨ old IĨdiaĨ chap, Ĩot a local thouĂh, Źho Źas settiĨĂ up the pŐojectoŐ. 
9heŐe ŹeŐe āeŹ ladies aĨd aĨotheŐ āoŐeiĂĨeŐ seatiĨĂ iĨside alŐeadſ. It Źas a deceĨt sized 
Őooħ, Źith Ɛat beds aĨd pilloŹs aĨd sħall tea tables laid out iĨ a U shape aŐouĨd the 
pŐojectoŐ. I āouĨd a Ĩice cozſ coŐĨeŐ āoŐ ħſselā aĨd Ăot iĨŸolŸed iĨ soħe sħall talk Źith 
otheŐs. OĨe ĂiŐl Źas āŐoħ HſdeŐabad, aĨd heŐ oldeŐ āŐieĨd Źas āŐoħ NoŐŹaſ. I doĨ’t 
ŐeħeħbeŐ ŹheŐe the otheŐ Ăuſ Źas āŐoħ, but I ŐeħeħbeŐ he ħeĨtioĨed that he had coħe 
to Kaza iĨ oĨe oā theħ buses I had ħeĨtioĨed to ſou eaŐlieŐ. He told us the Őide āelt out oā 
this ŹoŐld! I told theħ about ouŐ Őide to Kaza āŐoħ MaĨali aĨd theſ ŹeŐe telliĨĂ ħe that Źe 
ŹeŐe luckſ to haŸe beeĨ aliŸe ŐidiĨĂ aŐouĨd this aŐea iĨ the daŐk. AĨſŹaſ, the ħoŸie āoŐ 
that ĨiĂht Źas ˎHuĨt āoŐ the WildeŐpeopleˏ. 9his Źas a ħoŸie āŐoħ NeŹ (ealaĨd staŐŐiĨĂ 
1aħ Neill, the Ăuſ Źho plaſed DŐ. AlaĨ GŐaĨt iĨ JuŐassic PaŐk ħoŸie, aĨd aĨotheŐ āat kid, 
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Źhose Ĩaħe I doĨ’t ŐeħeħbeŐ, but he’s that kid āŐoħ the DeadPool ʑ ħoŸie. 9he ħoŸie Źas 
Ăood, liĂht aĨd āuĨĨſ. We ŹeŐe seŐŸed soħe popcoŐĨ, tea, aĨd chocolates aĨd I also 
oŐdeŐed aĨ additioĨal hot chocolate to beat the cold. 9he ħoŸie Źas āoŐ aĨ houŐ aĨd a 
halā aĨd sadist hadĨ’t joiĨed ħe all this Źhile. With Ĩo phoĨe siĂĨals to call hiħ, I Źas 
ŹoĨdeŐiĨĂ Źhat he Źas up to. As Źe ƏĨished the ħoŸie aĨd Źalked up to paſ the bill āoŐ 
hot chocolate, I Źas chaŐĂed ʓʏʏ Rs. 9hat seeħed a bit too ħuch āoŐ a hot chocolate 
dŐiĨk, doĨ’t ſou thiĨk? I said to that chap at the couĨteŐ, āoŐ Źhich he iĨstaĨtlſ utteŐed 
ˎ...oh Ĩo Ĩo. It’s oĨlſ ʐʏʏ Rs āoŐ the dŐiĨk aĨd ʒʏʏ Rs is āoŐ the ħoŸieˏ. I’ħ Ĩot suŐe iā that Ăuſ 
Ĩoticed the coĨāused look oĨ ħſ āace oŐ Ĩot, but I suŐe Źas. NoŹheŐe Źas it ħeĨtioĨed 
that it Źas a paid scŐeeĨiĨĂ! Not that ʒʏʏ Rs Źas too ħuch oŐ I didĨ’t haŸe the ħoĨeſ, but 
it Źas ħoŐe about theħ Ĩot speciāſiĨĂ it aĨſŹheŐe uĨtil the eĨd. I Źas uĨdeŐ the 
iħpŐessioĨ that theſ ŹeŐe doiĨĂ this āoŐ publicitſ āoŐ the ĨeŹ place. AĨſŹaſ, as I caħe out 
to the diĨiĨĂ place, I saŹ sadist sittiĨĂ iĨ the coŐĨeŐ aĨd haŸiĨĂ soħe āood. I casuallſ 
ŹeĨt aĨd sat Ĩežt to hiħ aĨd asked Źhſ he didĨ’t atteĨd the ħoŸie. He ŹeĨt out all 
ƏeŐcelſ askiĨĂ ŹheŐe the heck Źas I aĨd that he Źas seaŐchiĨĂ all aŐouĨd āoŐ ħe aĨd 
ƏĨallſ ĂaŸe up aĨd had coħe theŐe to haŸe soħe āood. I told hiħ Źith a sħile that the 
ħoŸie Źas beiĨĂ plaſed iĨ the Ĩežt Őooħ aĨd I Źas just theŐe all aloĨĂ aĨd he just 
āacepalħed hiħselā. 9hat Źas a āuĨĨſ ħoħeĨt! AĨſŹaſ, Źe oŐdeŐed soħe ħoŐe sĨacks 
aĨd haĨĂed out theŐe āoŐ a Źhile. 9he place seeħed pŐettſ liŸelſ as Źell. A buĨch oā āolks 
has joiĨed iĨ aĨd theſ ŹeŐe plaſiĨĂ boaŐd Ăaħes aĨd a loud chat. I thiĨk it Źas about 
ʗ:ʒʏ-ish pħ as he headed back to ouŐ Őooħ aĨd decided to haŸe diĨĨeŐ at the ŐestauŐaĨt 
beloŹ. I oŐdeŐed a dish āŐoħ the ħeĨu that Őead ‘Kaza special’ oŐ soħethiĨĂ like that, 
Źhich Źas a coħbiĨatioĨ oā locallſ ĂŐoŹĨ Őice, Őajħa, leĨtil cuŐŐſ aĨd ħashed potatoes. 
As āaĨcſ as the Ĩaħe seeħed, the āood Źas actuallſ pŐettſ blaĨd. 9he Őice seeħed like 
bŐoŹĨ Őice but ŹasĨ’t ŏuite that aĨd I āoŐced ħſselā to haŸe a couple oā spooĨs Źith that 
leĨtil cuŐŐſ. I couldĨ’t aĨſħoŐe aĨd ƏĨished the Őest oā the Őice just Źith the ħashed 
potatoes. I saŹ soħe souŸeĨiŐs placed iĨ the coŐĨeŐ aĨd Ăot ħſselā tŹo postcaŐds aĨd a 
āŐidĂe ħaĂĨet. ˂I haŸe this habit oā collectiĨĂ āŐidĂe ħaĂĨets aĨd postcaŐds āŐoħ all the 
places I Ÿisit aĨd ŹŐite doŹĨ ħſ āeeliĨĂs oā the place aĨd add theħ to ħſ collectioĨ˃. 9hat 
Źas pŐettſ ħuch it āoŐ the ĨiĂht aĨd Źe ŹeĨt to bed. 

NoŹ about the āuel, Źe had Əlled up ouŐ taĨks at MaĨali aĨd the ŐeĨtal Ăuſ had told us 
Źe’d be able to Őeach Kaza easilſ Źith that aĨd could Őeāuel heŐe at Kaza. 1o Źe didĨ’t 
caŐŐſ aĨſ ežtŐa āuel, as I also āelt coĨƏdeĨt about the saħe aĨd aĨſŹaſ had doĨe eĨouĂh 
ŐeseaŐch about āuel ŐeŏuiŐeħeĨts āoŐ 1piti Őide. HoŹeŸeŐ, Źhat I didĨ’t kĨoŹ Źas the bikes 
āuel ĂauĂe shoŹs a hiĂheŐ ŐeadiĨĂ oĨ a doŹĨ slope aĨd loŹeŐ ŐeadiĨĂ oĨ aĨ iĨcliĨed 
slope thaĨ the actual ŏuaĨtitſ iĨ the taĨk. LiŸiĨĂ iĨ a Ɛat laĨd like BaĨĂaloŐe, I had Ĩo 
idea oā this. 9he eĨtiŐe Őoute āŐoħ Keſ to Kaza Źas doŹĨhill aĨd the place Źe had paŐked 
the bike iĨ āŐoĨt oā ouŐ Őooħ Źas also a doŹĨ slope. Mſ āuel ĂauĂe Źas shoŹiĨĂ halā taĨk 
ŐeħaiĨiĨĂ aĨd sadist’s bike Źas shoŹiĨĂ a little oŸeŐ halā taĨk. 1o he told ħe Źe should be 
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easilſ able to Ăet back Źith just that āuel itselā aĨd didĨ’t haŸe to Őeāuel heŐe. NoŹ I 
ĂeĨeŐallſ doĨ’t listeĨ to aĨſoĨe else ŐeĂaŐdiĨĂ such ħatteŐ aĨd Ăo bſ ħſ Ăut āeeliĨĂ aĨd 
I’Ÿe alħost alŹaſs beeĨ ŐiĂht about it. But I didĨ’t ŹaĨt to behaŸe as too paŐaĨoid, so I 
aĂŐeed to hiħ aĨd also thouĂht Źe’ll be able to ħake it back, aĨd iā I still didĨ’t āeel 
coħāoŐtable iĨ the ħoŐĨiĨĂ, I’ll Őeāuel iĨ the ħoŐĨiĨĂ beāoŐe leaŸiĨĂ Kaza. It seeħed like a 
āaiŐ decisioĨ to ħake, so I ŹeĨt to sleep peaceāullſ. 

[Bſ the Źaſ, Źe didĨ’t take aĨſ pictuŐes at Kaza. HeĨce Ĩo pictuŐes aŐe attached heŐe.] 

UĨāoŐtuĨatelſ, Źe didĨ’t haŸe ħuch tiħe heŐe to ežploŐe as Źe had to leaŸe the Ĩežt 
ħoŐĨiĨĂ itselā to Ăet back to MaĨali iĨ tiħe āoŐ ouŐ bus to Delhi. 9alkiĨĂ to people heŐe, I 
āouĨd out oĨe caĨ do seŸeŐal tŐeks aŐouĨd Kaza aĨd caĨ Ăo up close aĨd eĨjoſ the 1piti 
ŐiŸeŐ. 9heŐe aŐe seŸeŐal iĨteŐestiĨĂ places to Ÿisit aŐouĨd heŐe. Kauħik is the ŹoŐld’s 
hiĂhest ŸillaĂe coĨĨected bſ ħotoŐable Őoad. Hikkiħ is the ŹoŐld’s hiĂhest post oƍce. 
LaĨĂza has a beautiāul laĨdscape Źith a huĂe Buddha statue oŸeŐlookiĨĂ the laĨdscape. 
9ashiĂoĨĂ & 9hiĨaħ aŐe ežtŐeħelſ Őeħote ŸillaĂes Źith the old liāestſle still pŐeseŐŸed. 
FuŐtheŐ ahead āŐoħ Kaza aŐe seŸeŐal ŸillaĂes aĨd the ħost āaħous oĨes aħoĨĂ theħ aŐe 
DhaĨkaŐ, 9abo aĨd 1uħdo. 9abo is the place Źith caŸes hostiĨĂ ħuħħies oā Buddhist 
ħoĨks. You could also eĨteŐ aĨd Ÿisit PiĨ Valleſ aāteŐ Kaza. Mud is the ħost pŐoħiĨeĨt 
aĨd the last place iĨ that Őoute. I Źas told Mud is ežtŐeħelſ peaceāul. 9his hiĂhŹaſ āŐoħ 
Kaza coĨtiĨue ħuch āuŐtheŐ ahead, Ăoes pŐettſ close to the ChiĨa boŐdeŐ aĨd lateŐ joiĨs 
1hiħla. But I’Ÿe heaŐd the Őoads aŐe ħuch betteŐ aĨd paŸed iĨ this diŐectioĨ, uĨlike the 
Őoad āŐoħ ChhatŐu to Kaza. Maſbe the Ĩežt tiħe I’ħ iĨ 1piti, I’ll ŐeseŐŸe ħoŐe tiħe aĨd Ÿisit 
all oā these places! 
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Daƪ Ɂ 
Kaza to ChandŸataal ɧthŸough old Ÿoute ƣia RangŸikɨ 
~ ȿȾȾ Km |  ~ Ʉ hŸs 

TL;DR  -  Leaƣing Kaza, tuŸn left toƤaŸds the bŸidge and folloƤ this Ÿoute thŸough RangŸik. The Ÿoad is paƣed foŸ the ƼŸst ~ȿȾ km. 
Plentƪ of camping spots heŸe Ƥith ƤateŸ souŸces. The last section befoŸe joining the Manali highƤaƪ goes thŸough anotheŸ 
canƪon. The Ÿest of the Ÿide is just going to be tŸacing back the same Ÿoute Ƥe came thŸough. While descending fŸom Kunzum 
pass, the deƣiation to ChandŸataal lake is ~ȿ.Ƀ km befoŸe Batal. This is a Ƥild oƷ-Ÿoad, especiallƪ if ƣentuŸing heŸe in the eaŸlƪ 
season befoŸe the Ÿoad maintenance ƤoŸk is done. The ƼŸst ɀ-Ɂ km is a calm, Ƥide diŸt Ÿoad, folloƤed bƪ tŸeacheŸous doƤnhill 
Ƥith plentƪ of loose Ÿocks and Ÿoubles. The Ÿoute is on a dŸop-doƤn edge along the mountain slope foŸ almost ɆȾ% of the 
distance to ChandŸataal. FoŸ biggeŸ ƣehicles, theŸe's no tuŸning back once ƪou enteŸ this deƣiation as the onlƪ place foŸ a U-tuŸn 
is neaŸ the ChandŸataal campsite. TheŸe’s a big ƤateŸ cŸossing Just befoŸe the ChandŸataal lake campgŸounds. The lake itself is 
aŸound ~Ɂ-ɂ km uphill fŸom the campgŸound, but theŸe's no place to staƪ theŸe and no peŸmission to camp. wo ƪou could eitheŸ 
staƪ at campgŸounds oŸ continue Ƥith ƪouŸ onƤaŸd jouŸneƪ. 

9he Ĩežt ħoŐĨiĨĂ, Źe Źoke up pŐettſ eaŐlſ aĂaiĨ aĨd ŹeŐe Őeadſ to leaŸe bſ ʕ:ʏʏ aħ. OuŐ 
oŐiĂiĨal plaĨ Źas to Ÿisit Mud aĨd coħe back to Kaza āoŐ luĨch aĨd theĨ head to 
ChaĨdŐataal āoŐ the ĨiĂht. Mud Źas about ʑ houŐs Őide āŐoħ Kaza aĨd that ħeaĨt Źe’d 
haŸe to do aĨotheŐ ʐʏ-ʐʑ houŐs oā ŐidiĨĂ todaſ as Źell. We didĨ’t ŹaĨt to do coĨsecutiŸe 
daſs oā ʐʑ houŐs tŐaŸel, so Źe decided to ĂiŸe up oĨ Mud aĨd just Ăo to ChaĨdŐataal aĨd 
Őelaž āoŐ the daſ. 1adist aĨd I haŸe alŹaſs beeĨ iĨ sſĨc to Ÿisit āeŹeŐ places aĨd eĨjoſ 
each to the āullest aĨd Őelaž thaĨ to Ÿisit a lot oā places iĨ a Őush aĨd stŐess ouŐselŸes out. 
We Ăot oĨto ouŐ bikes, did ouŐ custoħaŐſ Əst puĨch aĨd staŐted oƌ. 9heŐe Źas Ĩo oĨe 
else outside ſet. Mſ āuel ĂauĂe Źas shoŹiĨĂ halā talk aĨd I decided to Əll up at the āuel 
statioĨ Źhich Źas about teĨ ħiĨs aŹaſ, but ŹheĨ Źe Őeached theŐe, it ŹasĨ’t ſet opeĨ. We 
didĨ’t ŹaĨt to Źait as the ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂs Źould Ăet hiĂheŐ, so Źe coĨtiĨued oĨ. AāteŐ 
about ʐ-ʑ kħ aāteŐ leaŸiĨĂ Kaza, theŐe is a bŐidĂe oĨ the leāt aĨd that is the old Őoute 
Źhich Ăoes thŐouĂh RaĨĂŐik aĨd the Ɛat plateau. 9he ŐiĂht side Őoad Ăoes to Keſ aĨd 
KibbeŐ Źhich Źe had coħe thŐouĂh the pŐeŸious daſ. As Źe cŐossed the bŐidĂe, the Őoad is 
dead stŐaiĂht thŐouĂh the ƐatlaĨds aĨd is paŸed all thŐouĂh. FoŐ the Ĩežt ʐʏ kħ oŐ so, the 
speed deħoĨ iĨ ħe Ăot out. I Źas zooħiĨĂ thŐouĂh this stŐetch at oŸeŐ ʐʏʏ kħph. 9he suĨ 
Őaſs ŹeŐeĨ’t hittiĨĂ the Ÿalleſ ƐooŐ ſet, so the ŹiĨd chill Źas iĨteĨse, but that didĨ’t sloŹ 
ħe doŹĨ at all. I  couldĨ’t eŸeĨ see sadist iĨ ħſ ŐeaŐ ŸieŹ ħiŐŐoŐ! I’ħ Ĩot suŐe Źhat all I  
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A ƣieƤ of wpiti Valleƪ enŸoute fŸom Kaza to Pangmo 

ħissed iĨ those ʐʏ kħ oŐ so, but all that I ŐeħeħbeŐ is a tŹo-laĨe daŐk asphalt Őoad 
stŐetchiĨĂ stŐaiĂht till the ħouĨtaiĨ at the āaŐ eĨd aĨd ĂŐeeĨ ħeadoŹs oĨ eitheŐ side oā 
the tŐack; the cold ŹiĨd āŐeeziĨĂ ħſ 
cheeks aĨd ƏĨĂeŐs, aĨd ſet I had a 
biĂ ĂŐiĨ oĨ ħſ āace as I Ălided 
thŐouĂh the plateau. I caĨ’t possiblſ 
ežplaiĨ hoŹ calħ aĨd peaceāul it 
āelt. 9heŐe ŹasĨ’t aĨſthiĨĂ ĂoiĨĂ oĨ 
iĨ ħſ head, Ĩot a siĨĂle thouĂht oā 
aĨſthiĨĂ. As the Őoad staŐted to Ăet 
haŐsheŐ, I sloŹed doŹĨ aĨd stopped 
āoŐ sadist to catch up. I tuŐĨed back 
aĨd saŹ aĨ aħaziĨĂ Ăliħpse oā the 
1piti Ÿalleſ, as the suĨ saſs put up a 
spectaculaŐ shoŹ as it ĂlisteĨed the 
Ÿalleſ, Źith a buĨch oā sħall Źhite                               Open stŸetches of Ÿoad on the ƽat plateau of wpiti Valleƪ  
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The canƪon on the old Ÿoute to Kaza 

ŸillaĂe hoħe at a distaĨce aĨd ĂŐeeĨ Əelds beside theħ Źith a huĂe ħouĨtaiĨ Źall 
behiĨd. It Źas a spleĨdid ŸieŹ. 9heŐe aŐe pleĨtſ oā sħall ŸillaĂes iĨ this stŐetch aĨd a lot oā 
opeĨ aĨd peŐāect places Źith ŹateŐ souŐces to pitch a teĨt aĨd caħp; iā ſou’Őe iĨto that 
soŐt oā a thiĨĂ. 9hese ŸillaĂes had hoħestaſs ħeĨtioĨed oĨ soħe the hoħe Źall as Źell, 
so iā ſou’d like to āeel ħoŐe secluded, these peŐhaps aŐe a betteŐ optioĨ aĨd to staſ iĨside 
Kaza. 1adist also cauĂht up ħeaĨŹhile, aĨd the Őoad staŐted to Ăet haŐsh āŐoħ heŐe oĨ. It 
Źas paŸed, but a loĨĂ, loĨĂ tiħe aĂo I suppose aĨd Źas all bŐokeĨ doŹĨ ĨoŹ. A teħpo oŐ 
tŹo passed bſ us aĨd theſ seeħed to do the job oā local tŐaĨspoŐtatioĨ heŐe. 9he eĨtiŐe 
Ɛat stŐetch oā laĨd took us about aĨ houŐ to coŸeŐ I thiĨk aĨd at the eĨd oā it, Źe 
eĨcouĨteŐed a caĨſoĨ. GoiĨĂ thŐouĂh this āelt like beiĨĂ iĨside IĨdiaĨa JoĨes ħoŸie. 9his 
place āelt aĨcieĨt aĨd stŐeaħs oā ŹateŐ ƐoŹiĨĂ iĨside Źith the souĨd oā ŹateŐ tŐickliĨĂ 
thŐouĂh the Őocks āelt ħaĂical. It’s a coħplete diŐt tŐack thouĂh, Źith pleĨtſ oā ĂŐaŸel. 
1adist Źas ahead oā ħe, aĨd I couldĨ’t help to stop aĨd click a pictuŐe oā hiħ ŐidiĨĂ out oā 
the caĨſoĨ. Just aāteŐ this, the Őoad joiĨs the old MaĨali hiĂhŹaſ. FŐoħ heŐe oĨ, it’s pŐettſ 
ħuch tŐaŸeŐsiĨĂ the saħe Őoute back toŹaŐds Batal. I’ll do ſou a āaŸoŐ aĨd Ĩot Őepeat 
talkiĨĂ about the saħe Őoute aĂaiĨ. LosaŐ Źas the Ĩežt stop aĨd Źe kĨeŹ theŐe Źas biĂ 
ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ beāoŐe it.   9his tiħe I thiĨk sadist cŐossed it iĨ a ħuch betteŐ āashioĨ 
Źithout ĂettiĨĂ Źet ežcept āoŐ the bottoħ oā his boots. We stopped at LosaŐ āoŐ bŐeakāast 
aĨd had a Ăood boŹl oā MaĂĂie. I ŹasĨ’t keepiĨĂ tŐack oā Źhat daſ oā the Źeek it Źas. 
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WateŸ cŸossing at LosaŸ  

9he dailſ ħoŐĨiĨĂ busiĨess seeħed to be ĂoiĨĂ oĨ iĨ āull sŹiĨĂ iĨ the ŸillaĂe aĨd theŐe 
Źas coħħotioĨ all aŐouĨd. We could heaŐ ŸeĂetables beiĨĂ auctioĨed iĨ the ħaŐked, 
soħe huŐŐſiĨĂ to Ăet iĨto the teħpo āoŐ ŹoŐk I suppose, aĨd so oĨ. We haŸe to stop at the 
police check-post aĂaiĨ aĨd update ouŐ eĨtŐies iĨ theiŐ ŐecoŐd. We didĨ’t stop ħuch aāteŐ 
this all Źaſ up to KuĨzuħ pass. 9he Őoads heŐe ŹeŐe as slushſ as eŸeŐ. 9his tiħe Źe eŸeĨ 
Ĩoticed a MahiĨdŐa Xſlo ĂettiĨĂ stuck uĨable to Ăo up. We stopped āoŐ a Źhile at the 
shŐiĨe aāteŐ ĂoiĨĂ aŐouĨd it. Needed all the luck Źe could Ăet siĨce ħſ āuel taĨk Źas ĨoŹ 
shoŹiĨĂ just a little uĨdeŐ ŏuaŐteŐ taĨk leāt. I āelt like a āool to Ĩot haŸe Őeāueled at Kaza, 
but ĨothiĨĂ could be doĨe at that poiĨt thaĨ just to Ăet aloĨĂ aĨd āace ŹhateŸeŐ 
happeĨs. I’ħ Ĩot the kiĨd oā Ăuſ Źho staŐts to paĨic at the siĂĨ oā tŐouble, but ŐatheŐ I’Ÿe 
Őealized thŐouĂh all these ſeaŐs that I’ħ actuallſ calħ aĨd ŐespoĨd to ŹhateŸeŐ happeĨs 
iĨstead oā just ŐeactiĨĂ to it. FoŐ the Ĩežt stŐetch oā desceĨdiĨĂ āŐoħ the pass, I Źas ŐidiĨĂ 
Źith ħſ eĨĂiĨe tuŐĨed oƌ as ħuch as possible to coĨseŐŸe āuel. 1o I Źas ĨatuŐallſ sloŹ 
aĨd took a Źhile to catch up Źith sadist at the tuŐĨ toŹaŐds the ChaĨdŐataal lake. 9he 
ƏŐst ʐ-ʑ kħ oā this Őoad toŹaŐds ChaĨdŐataal is pŐettſ ħuch the saħe as the Őoute Źe ŹeŐe 
ŐidiĨĂ so āaŐ. A deceĨtlſ Źide eĨouĂh diŐt tŐack. But aāteŐ this, the Őoad coĨditioĨ 
dŐasticallſ Őeduces. 9he Őoad becoħes pŐettſ ĨaŐŐoŹ, just about the Źidth oā aĨ 1UV. It 
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Ăoes doŹĨhill Źith a dŐop-doŹĨ Őide oĨ the leāt aĨd loose, āalleĨ ĂŐaĨite Őock oĨ the 
ħouĨtaiĨ slope aloĨĂ the ŐiĂht. 9he path itselā is tŐeacheŐous Źith pleĨtſ oā buħps aĨd 
Őocks aĨd Őubble. OĨe sħall slip is all that Źould pŐobablſ take to Ăo tuħbliĨĂ doŹĨhill, 
aĨd I had such shiŸeŐs at oĨce such buħp at a steep sectioĨ. I couldĨ’t bŐake haŐd as the 
Źheels Źould slide iĨ the ĂŐaŸel, so I Źas coĨtŐolliĨĂ iĨ loŹ ĂeaŐ ŹheĨ I had to Ăo thŐouĂh 
a sħall puddle oā ŹateŐ Źhich I thouĂht Źas shalloŹ, but ŹasĨ’t. Mſ āŐoĨt Źheel juħped 
aĨd laĨded ŐiĂht at the edĂe Źith just a little uĨdeŐ halā the tſpe outside the Őoad. 9hat 
Źas tŐulſ scaŐſ. I doĨ’t ŐeħeħbeŐ Źhſ I had to coħe toŹaŐds leāt side edĂe thouĂh iĨstead 
oā staſiĨĂ oĨ the ŐiĂht toŹaŐds the ħouĨtaiĨ slope. AĨſŹaſ, theŐe aŐe pleĨtſ oā such 
sectioĨs uĨtil Źe Őeach the Ÿalleſ ƐooŐ. I doĨ’t kĨoŹ Źhat it Źould āeel like to dŐiŸe a ʓ 
ŹheeleŐ iĨ that Őoute thouĂh. Bſ the Źaſ, oĨce a ʓ ŹheeleŐ eĨteŐs that Őoad, theŐe’s Ĩo 
tuŐĨiĨĂ back. 9heŐe’s Ĩo place to take a U-tuŐĨ uĨtil ſou Őeach the bottoħ, aĨd oĨce 
ſou’Ÿe Őeached till theŐe, theŐe’s Ĩo poiĨt tuŐĨiĨĂ back as ChaĨdŐataal is just a āeŹ kħ 
āŐoħ theŐe. HoŹeŸeŐ, this is a biĂ ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ just beāoŐe ŐeachiĨĂ ChaĨdŐataal. 9his is 
the deepest oĨe Źe eĨcouĨteŐed thŐouĂhout. Needless to saſ, sadist’s boots ŹeŐe all Źet 
aĂaiĨ, iĨcludiĨĂ his Ăood luck chaŐħs. Yep, theſ ŹeŐe still tied to his bike! Just aāteŐ this 
ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ is the ChaĨdŐataal caħpĂŐouĨds. 9his is ŹheŐe oĨe Źould haŸe to staſ iā 
theſ’Őe staſiĨĂ at ChaĨdŐataal. No otheŐ place beſoĨd this poiĨts is peŐħitted āoŐ 
caħpiĨĂ it seeħs. It Źas about ʐ:ʏʏ pħ bſ the tiħe Źe Őeached heŐe. 9he caħpĂŐouĨd 
seeħed coħpletelſ Ÿacated Źith Ĩot a siĨĂle soul to be seeĨ oĨ siĂht. We Ăot iĨ to check  

The Ÿoad to ChandŸataal. Chenab ŸiƣeŸ on the left 
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the aŸailabilitſ aĨd Źe spotted oĨlſ oĨe āelloŹ Źho Źas settiĨĂ up soħethiĨĂs at the teĨts. 
As usual, sadist ŹeĨt iĨ to do the talkiĨĂ aĨd āouĨd out it Źas ʐʏʏʏ Rs peŐ peŐsoĨ āoŐ the 
teĨt aĨd āood. 9he caħpĂŐouĨds haŸe ʓ-ʔ diƌeŐeĨt ĂŐoups oā teĨts aĨd theſ ŸaŐſ iĨ 
āeatuŐes aĨd pŐice. 1oħe haŸe attached bathŐooħs as Źell, Źhile otheŐ haŸe coħħoĨ 
oĨes. We couldĨ’t ƏĨd aĨſoĨe else, so Źe caħe back aĨd asked that āelloŹ to ŐeseŐŸe oĨe 
teĨt āoŐ us. 9his is oĨlſ the caħpĂŐouĨds thouĂh; the lake is about ʒ-ʓ kħ uphill āŐoħ 
heŐe. AĨd so, Źe ƏĨished that daſs Őide aĨd it took us about ʕ houŐs to Őeach 
ChaĨdŐataal āŐoħ Kaza. 

ChandŸataal 
Ⱦ Km |  Halt foŸ the night 

TL;DR  -  TheŸe aŸe Ɂ-Ƀ gŸoups of camps, each Ƥith aŸound ȿȾ-ȿɃ tents. The pŸices Ÿange fŸom ȿK-ɂK peŸ peŸson based on 
facilities and timings. These aŸe king size tents and aŸe luƩuŸious Ƥith beds & thick Ÿugs inside. wome haƣe attached bathŸooms 
as Ƥell. The dŸiƣe to the lake is a Ɂ-ɂ km naŸŸoƤ oƷ-Ÿoad,  and ~ȿ km Ƥalk fŸom the paŸking spot. It's a tƪpical blue/gŸeen coloŸed 
glacial lake. wun pŸotection is ŸeŷuiŸed! In the faŸ distance, is a bŸeathtaking ƣieƤ of the Chenab ŸiƣeŸ and its souŸce glacieŸ, Ƥith 
a ƽat gŸassland amidst all these. The ȿk foŸ each at the campgŸound includes the food as Ƥell. Nothing paŸticulaŸlƪ gŸeat. TheŸe is 
a ȿ-ȿ.Ƀ hŸ tŸekking tŸail fŸom the campgŸounds to the ChandŸataal lake ƣia a goat path. This is an absolute must foŸ those Ƥho 
loƣe the mountains and glacieŸs. 

9he ChaĨdŐataal lake is about ʒ-ʓ kħ uphill 
āŐoħ the caħpĂŐouĨds beloŹ. It is a diŐt tŐail, 
but easilſ doable. 9heŐe is also a tŐekkable 
Őoute āŐoħ the caħpĂŐouĨds to the lake, but 
that takes aŐouĨd ʓʔ ħiĨ to ʐ houŐ iā ſou’Őe iĨ 
Ăood shape. 1iĨce Źe had ŐeseŐŸed ouŐ teĨt āoŐ 
the ĨiĂht, Źe ŹeĨt ŐidiĨĂ up to the lake. 9heŐe’s 
pŐettſ biĂ aĨd a Ĩice paŐkiĨĂ spot oĨ the top. 
FŐoħ the paŐkiĨĂ, the lake is alħost aĨotheŐ kħ 
Źalk thŐouĂh ħild asceĨt aĨd ĂŐasslaĨds. 
MouĨtaiĨs suŐŐouĨded the place iĨ all 
diŐectioĨs aĨd the ŸieŹs aŐe just spectaculaŐ. Iā 
ſou’Őe iĨto laĨdscape photoĂŐaphſ, this is 9HE 
place to be. 9he ChaĨdŐataal lake itselā is pŐettſ 
huĂe aĨd it’s tuŐŏuoise blue still ŹateŐ Źill hit 
ſou Źith a ŸieŹ that ſou caĨ haŐdlſ eŸeŐ āoŐĂet. 
9heŐe is Ĩo saĨd oŐ diŐt heŐe. It is all laſeŐs oā 
ĂŐaĨite slabs oŐ Őocks bŐokeĨ doŹĨ iĨto a billioĨ                               CŸƪstal cleaŸ ƤateŸs of ChandŸataal 
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pieces. 1o the ŹateŐ aĨd the eĨŸiŐoĨħeĨt is ežtŐeħelſ cleaĨ. 9he oĨlſ diŐtſ thiĨĂ I Ĩoticed 
Źas this pathetic ežcuse oā a huħaĨ Źho Źas haŸiĨĂ a bath iĨ those ŹateŐs! I ħeaĨ, ſes 
this is beautiāul, take a dip & Ăo āoŐ a sŹiħ, but bathiĨĂ Źith soap & āoaħ is just 
disĂŐaceāul. AĨd it Ăoes Źithout saſiĨĂ that ħost oā these touŐists haŸe Ĩo ŐeĂaŐd āoŐ 
pŐeseŐŸiĨĂ ĨatuŐe aĨd thŐoŹ ĂaŐbaĂe at aĨſ place, so theŐe’s soħe plastic lſiĨĂ aŐouĨd 
heŐe aĨd theŐe. ApaŐt āŐoħ this, the sceĨes aŐe just peŐāect. 9he place isĨ’t cŐoŹded, so 
ſou Ăet the secluded āeeliĨĂ as Źell. We ŐeħoŸed ouŐ ĂeaŐ aĨd āouĨd a Ĩice spot to peŐch 
upoĨ. We speĨt alħost aĨ houŐ theŐe just lſiĨĂ aŐouĨd aĨd adħiŐiĨĂ the Ÿast laĨdscapes 
iĨ aŹe aĨd tŐſiĨĂ to skip soħe stoĨes iĨ the ŹateŐ ĨoŹ aĨd theĨ. We had so ħuch oā tiħe 
to kill aĨd ĨothiĨĂ else to do āoŐ the daſ otheŐ thaĨ chillout aĨd Őelaž. We decided to 
cliħb up oĨ the hiĂheŐ ĂŐouĨd oĨ the leāt oā the lake aĨd take a Źalk aŐouĨd the lake. As 
Źe Őeached the top, Źe could see the Ÿast opeĨĨess oā ĂŐasslaĨd ŐolliĨĂ doŹĨ aĨd at the 
āaŐ distaĨt, a huĂe ĂlacieŐ that āoŐħed the ŐiŸeŐ aĨd the Ÿalleſ Ĩežt to us. 9hat Źas the 
staŐtiĨĂ poiĨt oā the eĨtiŐe Ÿalleſ aĨd Źe could liteŐallſ see the ĂlacieŐ just acŐoss us. I’ħ 
Ĩot suŐe iā ħaĨſ people cliħb up heŐe oŐ Ĩot, but this is aĨ absolute ħust see. You’ll see 
the eĨtiŐe Ÿalleſ aĨd Ĩot just ChaĨdŐataal, but pleĨtſ oā sħalleŐ lakes too. I doĨ’t thiĨk aĨſ 
aħouĨt oā ʑD photoĂŐaphſ caĨ captuŐe the ħaĂĨiƏceĨce iĨ that ŸieŹ that ouŐ ĨatuŐal 
eſes peŐceiŸe. NeŸeŐtheless, Źe still took soħe pictuŐes iĨ ouŐ ħeaslſ caħeŐa aĨd phoĨes. 

 
VieƤ aŸound the ChandŸataal lake. The glacieŸ in the back dŸop that foŸms the Chenab ŸiƣeŸ 
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We speĨt soħe ħoŐe Ăood tiħe theŐe beāoŐe ŹeĨt back to the caħpĂŐouĨd. It Źas alħost 
ʓ:ʒʏ-ish pħ bſ the tiħe Źe ŹeŐe back to the teĨts. With Ĩo oĨe else aŐouĨd, the Ăuſ Źho 
Źas the caŐetakeŐ oā those teĨts becaħe ouŐ āŐieĨd to talk to. He ĂaŸe us soħe Khichdi 
Źhich seŐŸed as late luĨch āoŐ us. I ŹeĨt thŐouĂh all the oƎiĨe soĨĂs I had oĨ ħſ phoĨe 
aĨd ħpʒ, Źe slept āoŐ a āeŹ houŐs, eŸeĨ speĨt soħe tiħe staŐiĨĂ at the cleaŐ blue skſ 
˂Źhich I loŸe to do bſ the Źaſ!˃ aĨd it still hadĨ’t beeĨ ʖ pħ. At that poiĨt, Źe ŹeŐe ŏuite 
āŐaĨklſ ŐuĨĨiĨĂ out oā ideas oĨ hoŹ to kill tiħe. Bſ theĨ, seŸeŐal otheŐ staŐted aŐŐiŸiĨĂ aĨd 
as I oŸeŐheaŐd the coĨŸeŐsatioĨs, I Ĩoticed the teĨt pŐices to haŸe iĨcŐeased to ʐʔʏʏ Rs peŐ 
peŐsoĨ ĨoŹ. FouŐ āaħilies oā āŐieĨds oŐ ŐelatiŸes aloĨĂ Źith theiŐ ſouĨĂ kids checked-iĨto 
ouŐ ĨeiĂhboŐiĨĂ teĨts aĨd theſ ŹeĨt about ħakiĨĂ ežtŐeħelſ iŐŐitatiĨĂ Ĩoise, speakiĨĂ 
out so loudlſ. GeĨeŐallſ oĨe Źould like to eĨjoſ the calħĨess at such places, but I Őealized 
it’s oĨlſ the otheŐ tŐekkeŐs aĨd adŸeĨtuŐe seekeŐs Źho shaŐe such āeeliĨĂs aĨd these 
tſpical āaħilſ touŐists aŐe theŐe just āoŐ āuĨ. I apoloĂize āoŐ ĂeĨeŐaliziĨĂ aĨd coħħeĨtiĨĂ 
at such ĂŐoups, but theſ ŹeŐe Őeallſ ĂettiĨĂ oĨ ħſ ĨeŐŸes. AĨſŹaſ, sadist aĨd I ŹeŐe lſiĨĂ 
āoŐ soħe ħoŐe tiħe iĨ the teĨt aĨd he appaŐeĨtlſ had soħe ŏuiz books iĨ his phoĨe. NoŹ 
I’Ÿe Ĩo clue Źhſ he had theħ iĨ his phoĨe iĨ the ƏŐst place, but Źith ĨothiĨĂ else to do, it 
actuallſ Ăot ŏuite iĨteŐestiĨĂ. He ŹeĨt about askiĨĂ ħe ŏuestioĨs āŐoħ those books that 
he āelt ŹeŐe iĨteŐestiĨĂ I Źas ĂuessiĨĂ the aĨsŹeŐs. It tuŐĨed out that I had soħe bŐilliaĨt 
Ăuesses that bleŹ aŹaſ his ħiĨd. It Źas daŐk bſ the tiħe Źe ŹeŐe doĨe Źith it aĨd lateŐ Ăot 
iĨŸited āoŐ diĨĨeŐ. 

ChandŸataal 
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I didĨ’t eĨĂaĂe iĨ coĨŸeŐsatioĨs Źith aĨſoĨe heŐe apaŐt āŐoħ that caŐetakeŐ. All I 
ŐeħeħbeŐ doiĨĂ lateŐ is ŏuicklſ āalliĨĂ asleep listeĨiĨĂ to ħſ ħusic aĨd iĨ hopes oā 
ŹakiĨĂ up iĨ the ĨiĂht āoŐ soħe staŐĂaziĨĂ. With the ħouĨtaiĨs coŸeŐiĨĂ thŐouĂh aĨd 
Źith absolutelſ Ĩo liĂht pollutioĨ, this Źas the ideal place āoŐ obseŐŸiĨĂ ouŐ MilkſŹaſ. I 
eŸeĨ ŹaĨted to Ăo up to the lake iĨ the ĨiĂht to see the Ăalažſ Őise oŸeŐ the distaĨt 
ħouĨtaiĨs. I used to ŐeĂulaŐlſ Ăo āoŐ staŐĂaziĨĂ iĨ the ĨiĂht Źhile I Źas liŸiĨĂ iĨ CaliāoŐĨia, 
but hadĨ’t Ăot a chaĨce to see aāteŐ coħiĨĂ heŐe. 1o I Źas all ežcited aĨd as plaĨĨed I 
Źoke up at aŐouĨd ʑ:ʒʏ aħ iĨ the ĨiĂht to Źatch the skſ. CoĨtŐaŐſ to ħſ ežpectatioĨ, it 
Źas aĨ ežceptioĨallſ bŐiĂht ĨiĂht Źith the alħost āull ħooĨ shiĨiĨĂ it all its ĂloŐſ. 1o the 
plaĨs to ŸieŹ the staŐŐſ ĨiĂht skſ Źas a biĂ Ɛop, but Źhat did catch ħſ atteĨtioĨ is the 
coħplete abseĨce oā aĨſ bŐeeze at all. I liteŐallſ stepped out oā the teĨt Źith just ħſ 
theŐħal laſeŐ aĨd I didĨ’t āeel aĨſ bŐeeze ĨoŐ did I āeel cold at all. ApaŐt āŐoħ that, theŐe 
Źas so ħuch ħooĨliĂht that it seeħed as thouĂh theŐe Źas a huĂe ƐoodliĂht setup aboŸe 
us like iĨ a stadiuħ. I could cleaŐlſ see all the objects aŐouĨd ħe iĨcludiĨĂ theiŐ coloŐs. 
9he sĨoŹ caps oĨ the suŐŐouĨdiĨĂ ħouĨtaiĨs shiĨe bŐiĂhtlſ as Źell. I Ĩoticed a satellite 
ĂoiĨĂ acŐoss the skſ, aĨd ĨothiĨĂ else apaŐt āŐoħ that. As bŐilliaĨt as the sceĨe seeħed, it 
Źas still a bit sad Ĩot beiĨĂ able to see the MilkſŹaſ, so I caħe back iĨ aĨd slept aĂaiĨ.   

9he Ĩežt ħoŐĨiĨĂ, I Źoke up a bit late at aŐouĨd ʕ:ʏʏ aħ. We plaĨĨed to leaŸe ChaĨdŐataal 
oĨlſ bſ ĨooĨ, so sadist didĨ’t Źake up uĨtil lateŐ. I Ăot Őeadſ aĨd Źas listeĨiĨĂ to ħusic 
aĨd just sittiĨĂ aĨd obseŐŸiĨĂ the sceĨeŐſ all aŐouĨd. IĨ a Źhile, all oā those touŐist 
āaħilies Źoke up aĨd staŐted to cŐeate a biĂ coħħotioĨ as theſ Ăot Őeadſ to leaŸe. I ħeaĨ, 
iĨ this kiĨd oā a place, iĨstead oā beiĨĂ aĨd eĨjoſiĨĂ Źith ĨatuŐe, Źho’d ŹaĨt to haŸe theiŐ 
haiŐs stŐaiĂhteĨed, do ħakeup aĨd check iā theiŐ clothes aŐe lookiĨĂ Ĩice oŐ Ĩot. I couldĨ’t 
staĨd it aĨſħoŐe. I packed ħſ daſpack Źith the last oā the ŐeħaiĨiĨĂ dŐſ āŐuits aĨd ŹateŐ 
aĨd ŹeĨt aŹaſ āŐoħ the teĨts to ežploŐe the suŐŐouĨdiĨĂ. I ŹeĨt oĨ that tŐekkable path to 
ChaĨdŐataal, aĨd boſ-oh-boſ, Źhat a ĂoŐĂeous Źalk that tuŐĨed out to be. 9his is sħall 
shepheŐds path that ŹeĨt up thŐouĂh the ĂŐeeĨ laŹĨs oā ĂŐass aĨd tiĨſ stŐeaħs oā ŹateŐ 
ĂoiĨĂ thŐouĂh all acŐoss theħ. 9iĨſ ƐoŹeŐs oā ŸaŐious coloŐs had blooħed all oŸeŐ aĨd 
theŐe ŹeŐe pleĨtſ oā sħall biŐds ƐſiĨĂ acŐoss. I Ĩoticed the top laſeŐ oā those stŐeaħs ŹeŐe 
āŐozeĨ iĨto thiĨ laſeŐs oā ice. At the top, theŐe Źas Ÿast ħeadoŹs oā ĂŐeeĨ ĂŐass aĨd laŐĂe 
puddles oā ŹateŐ all acŐoss. I Źalked all the Źaſ to the leāt eĨd oā that ħouĨtaiĨ aĨd ĨoŹ I 
could see the ĂlacieŐs eŸeĨ closeŐ. It ŹoĨ’t be aĨ ežaĂĂeŐatioĨ iā I saſ oĨe caĨ be 
oŸeŐŹhelħed bſ such iħħeĨse beautſ aĨd be Əlled Źith teaŐs oā joſ! I cliħbed up aĨd 
ŹeĨt doŹĨ aĨd theĨ back up aĂaiĨ aĨd Őoaħed aŐouĨd all oā the aŐea. 
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TŸail fŸom ChandŸataal campgŸound to the lake 

I saŹ sħall stŐuctuŐes ħade out oā stackiĨĂ Őocks oĨe oĨ top oā aĨotheŐ, like aĨ iĂloo, 
pŐobablſ bſ the shepheŐds. OĨe oā it Źas still Əlled Źith sĨoŹ iĨside. 9he ŹateŐs iĨ these 
lakes ŹeŐe absolutelſ still aĨd I Źas tŐſiĨĂ to captuŐe the ŐeƐectioĨ oā the ħouĨtaiĨ oĨ 
theħ, but ħſ phoĨe caħeŐa couldĨ’t captuŐe the aĨĂles cleaŐlſ. As I Źas leaĨiĨĂ at the 
ŹateŐ, I Ĩoticed soħe tiĨſ ħoŸeħeĨts iĨside theħ. It Źas soħe kiĨd oā aĨ ežtŐeħelſ tiĨſ 
aĨd Ɛat oŐĂaĨisħ. I’Ÿe Ĩo idea Źhat theſ’Őe called as, but I Ĩoticed the eĨtiŐe lake bed to 
be Əlled Źith theħ. I couldĨ’t stop 
but be aħazed bſ the ŸaŐietſ oā liāe 
āoŐħs that suŐŸiŸe heŐe. EŸeĨtuallſ, I 
caħe up to the ChaĨdŐataal aĨd sat 
theŐe āoŐ ŏuite a Źhile beāoŐe I 
tuŐĨed back to the teĨt. It Źas 
aŐouĨd ʐʐ aħ ŹheĨ I Őeached the 
teĨt, aĨd sadist Źas all Őeadſ aĨd 
packed. He said the bŐeakāast Źas 
aŸailable, but I had had eĨouĂh dŐſ 
āŐuits up at the lake, so I skipped 
bŐeakāast at the teĨt aĨd packed up 
to leaŸe. While I Źas up at the lake, 
1adist had ħet aĨotheŐ KaĨĨada 
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VieƤ of ChandŸataal campgŸound fŸom the tŸail to ChandŸataal  

Ăuſ heŐe at the teĨt Źho Źas also āŐoħ BaĨĂaloŐe. AppaŐeĨtlſ, theſ ŹeŐe tŹo oā theħ 
ŐidiĨĂ toĂetheŐ oĨ a Roſal EĨƏeld classic ʔʏʏ. 9heŐe ŹeŐe doiĨĂ the 1hiħla to MaĨali Őoute 
Ÿia 1piti aĨd theſ had a tiŐe puĨctuŐe last ĨiĂht as theſ ŹeŐe appŐoachiĨĂ ChaĨdŐataal. 
9hese Ăuſs ŹeŐe utteŐlſ uĨpŐepaŐed. 9heſ had Ĩo eħeŐĂeĨcſ kits, did Ĩot kĨoŹ the Őoute 
ħap ĨoŐ the closest saāe poiĨts. 9heſ had boŐŐoŹed a haĨd puħp āŐoħ oĨe oā the otheŐ 
ŐideŐs iĨ aĨotheŐ teĨt aĨd teħpoŐaŐilſ Əlled the aiŐ Źith that. 1o his paŐtĨeŐ had ĂoĨe to 
Batal to see iā he caĨ ƏĨd aĨſ help theŐe aĨd this otheŐ Ăuſ Źas heŐe ŹaitiĨĂ āoŐ hiħ to 
ŐetuŐĨ. 1o the caŐetakeŐ at the teĨts had put hiħ iĨ coĨtact Źith sadist siĨce Źe ŹeŐe also 
ĂoiĨĂ iĨ the saħe diŐectioĨ aĨd he Źas hopiĨĂ iā Źe could oƌeŐ hiħ a liāt to aĨſŹheŐe 
close bſ. It āelt ežtŐeħelſ sad to saſ Ĩo, so I oƌeŐed hiħ to ĂiŸe hiħ a Őide till Batal aĨd 
he’d be able to ƏĨd a bus oŐ otheŐ tŐuck āŐoħ theŐe to Ăet to MaĨali. Mſ āuel taĨk Źas 
alŐeadſ beloŹ the ŏuaŐteŐ liĨe aĨd I kĨeŹ ĂiŸiĨĂ hiħ a liāt ħeaĨt ħoŐe āuel Źould be buŐĨt, 
˂that otheŐ Ăuſ Źas heātſ bſ the Źaſ!˃, ĂoiĨĂ uphill Źith a pillioĨ. ReĂaŐdless, it āelt like the 
ŐiĂht thiĨĂ to do aĨd so oƌeŐed hiħ the liāt aĨſŹaſ. 
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Reƽections at ChandŸataal  
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Daƪ ɂ 
ChandŸataal to ChhatŸu 
~ ɃɃ-ɄȾ Km |  ~ Ʉ hŸs 

TL;DR  -  Leaƣing fŸom ChandŸataal, Batal is a good spot foŸ snacks and Ÿest. The Ÿoute back to ChhatŸu is Ƥild and enjoƪable as 
befoŸe. Leaƣing late in the daƪ Ÿesults in signiƼcant ƤateŸ cŸossing due to melting snoƤ. Chhota-DhaŸa had fŸee-ƽoƤing ƤateŸ on 
the tŸack foŸ a consideŸable stŸetch of the Ÿoad. Plentƪ of ƤateŸfall along the Ƥaƪ. One can opt to staƪ in ChhatŸu foŸ the night oŸ 
Ÿeach Manali instead. Note: wpiti is a Ÿain shadoƤ aŸea, so theŸe aŸen't anƪ Ÿains theŸe, but fŸom ChhatŸu onƤaŸds, ƪou can eƩpect 
heaƣƪ Ÿains if the ƤeatheŸ goes bad. 

We leāt ChaĨdŐataal bſ aŐouĨd ʐʐ:ʒʏ aħ aĨd headed toŹaŐds ChhatŐu to staſ āoŐ the ĨiĂht. 
I had the additioĨal pillioĨ ˂soŐŐſ I āoŐĂot his Ĩaħe, so I’ll addŐess hiħ as pillioĨ 
heĨceāoŐth˃ Źith ħe aĨd I let sadist ŹeaŐ ħſ backpack uĨtil Źe dŐop the otheŐ Ăuſ at 
Batal. Boſ, Źas this Ăuſ heaŸſ. Mſ ʑʑʏcc AŸeĨĂeŐ stŐuĂĂled to Ăet up the slope āŐoħ the 
caħpĂŐouĨd to the Őoad. AĨd ouŐ ƏŐst ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ āoŐ the daſ Źas just acŐoss. We ŹeŐe 
ŐidiĨĂ Źaſ past suĨŐise, so Źe ŹeŐe ħeĨtallſ pŐepaŐed to Źet iĨ the ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ as 
theŐe’d be a lot oā ŹateŐ due to sĨoŹ ħelt. I took the ƏŐst Ăo heŐe. I asked the pillioĨ to Ăet 
oƌ aĨd cŐoss the stŐeaħ oĨ āoot. 9his tiħe ħſ āŐoĨt Źheel Ăot stuck iĨ āŐoĨt a biĂ stoĨe 
uĨdeŐŹateŐ that I couldĨ’t spot. I had Ĩo otheŐ choice but to keep both ħſ āeet iĨ the 
ŹateŐ. I ŹasĨ’t ŹoŐŐied about ĂettiĨĂ Źet, but ħoŐe about the ŹateŐ ĂettiĨĂ iĨto the 
sileĨceŐ aĨd eĨĂiĨe paŐts. 9haĨks to ħſ ežtŐa loĨĂ boots, I placed both ħſ āeet oĨ the 
stoĨes aĨd didĨ’t Ăet ŹeĨt. Just ħſ paĨts aĨd the top paŐt oā the boot Ăot a bit Źet. 
UĨāoŐtuĨatelſ āoŐ sadist, he also had to keep both his leĂs iĨ the ŹateŐ aĨd the ŹateŐ Ăot 
iĨ easilſ iĨto the boots. But the suĨ Źas bŐiĂht aĨd ŹaŐħ aĨd it ŹasĨ’t cold. 1o coĨtiĨued 
aloĨĂ as it Źould dŐſ up oĨ the Źaſ. Mſ bike took a toil ĂoiĨĂ uphill Źith the pillioĨ, āoŐ the 
ƏŐst tiħe iĨ the eĨtiŐe jouŐĨeſ, the bottoħ oā ħſ bike hit the stoĨes uĨdeŐĨeath seŸeŐal 
tiħes. But I Źas happſ the bike Źas able to pull us thŐouĂh it. 9heŐe Źas oĨe otheŐ spot 
ŹheŐe I asked hiħ to Ăet oƌ aĨd cŐoss oĨ āoot. 9he saħe spot ŹheŐe ħſ bike alħost ŹeĨt 
oƌ the tŐack Źhile ĂoiĨĂ to ChaĨdŐataal. We had passed ĨeaŐlſ thŐee āouŐth oā the Źaſ to 
the MaĨali Őoad, aĨd this is ŹheŐe theŐe ŹeŐe tŹo teħpos stopped at the ħiddle oā the 
Őoad aĨd the dŐiŸeŐs oā both teħpos ŹeŐe outside ežaħiĨiĨĂ the Őoad aĨd seeħed to be 
aŐĂuiĨĂ Źith the passeĨĂeŐs. 9he passeĨĂeŐs looked like a buĨch oā colleĂe Ăuſs aĨd he 
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seeħed to haŸe hiŐed these teħpos āŐoħ soħe citſ outside oā the ħouĨtaiĨs aĨd coħe 
oŸeŐ heŐe. I’ħ ĂuessiĨĂ soħeŹheŐe āŐoħ ChaĨdiĂaŐh oŐ soħe otheŐ citſ iĨ PuĨjab as both 
the dŐiŸeŐs ŹeŐe 1aŐdaŐjis aĨd theſ all seeħed to be coĨŸeŐsiĨĂ iĨ PuĨjabi. 9he Ăuſs haŸe 
pŐobablſ ĂotteĨ the dŐiŸeŐs heŐe lookiĨĂ at soħe oĨliĨe souŐce, but this Źas the ƏŐst tiħe 
āoŐ the dŐiŸeŐs heŐe iĨ this ŐeĂioĨs aĨd theſ ŹeŐe hoŐŐiƏed bſ the Őoad coĨditioĨs. 9he 
dŐiŸeŐs ŹeŐe ſelliĨĂ at theħ that theſ’Ÿe ĂotteĨ theħ to soħe uĨkĨoŹĨ place aĨd the 
Ÿehicles caĨ’t pass thŐouĂh...etc etc. AĨſŹaſ, sadist had alŐeadſ cŐossed acŐoss aĨd but 
these teħpos blocked the Őoad āoŐ ħe to Ăet ahead aĨd I absolutelſ had Ĩo iĨteĨtioĨ to 
Ăet iĨŸolŸed iĨ theiŐ ŏuaŐŐel, so I asked the pillioĨ to Ăet doŹĨ aĨd I tŐied to sŏueeze iĨ 
thŐouĂh the ĨaŐŐoŹ Ăap āŐoħ the ŐiĂht. It Źas a seŐious dŐop-doŹĨ edĂe oĨ the ŐiĂht. I 
cŐossed oĨ teħpo, but theŐe Źas Ĩo place to Ăet acŐoss the secoĨd oĨe, aĨd uĨŹilliĨĂ Ăot 
cauĂht iĨ theiŐ aŐĂuħeĨts. 9he dŐiŸeŐs ŹeŐe askiĨĂ ħe hoŹ bad is the Őoad ahead, is theŐe 
a place to take a U-tuŐĨ...etc kiĨd oā ŏuestioĨs aĨd I told theħ theŐe’s absolutelſ Ĩo 
tuŐĨiĨĂ back ĨoŹ. 9heſ caĨ’t eitheŐ Ăo up iĨ ŐeŸeŐse ĨoŐ haŸe aĨſ place to take a U-tuŐĨ. 
9he oĨlſ possibilitſ āoŐ theħ ĨoŹ is to Ăo doŹĨ the path caŐeāullſ uĨtil the ƐatlaĨd aĨd 
decide iā theſ ŹaĨt to tuŐĨ back, but at that poiĨt, ChaĨdŐataal is just ʔ-ʕ kħ aŹaſ aĨd so 
ħiĂht as Źell Ÿisit it. Well, the dŐiŸeŐs Ăot eŸeĨ ħoŐe cuŐious ĂettiĨĂ to kĨoŹ theŐe Źas Ĩo 
Źaſ back. OuŐ tiħe Źas ĂettiĨĂ Źasted, so I told theħ that otheŐ teħpos also Ăo thŐouĂh 
the Őoad, aĨd iā theſ Ăo aloĨĂ sloŹlſ, theſ’ll be able to ħake it saāelſ. 9haĨkāullſ, oĨe oā the 
tŹo dŐiŸeŐs seeħed a little seĨsible, aĨd ħoŸed the teħpo as little toŹaŐds the side aĨd 
ĂaŸe ħe just eĨouĂh space to Ăet thŐouĂh. Not suŐe Źhat those Ăuſs decided lateŐ, Źe 
just coĨtiĨued aloĨĂ. 9his is ežactlſ the ŐeasoĨ I keep telliĨĂ eŸeŐſoĨe that 1piti is easilſ 
doable iā ſou’Őe pŐepaŐed Źill āoŐ it. But iā ſou Ăo to 1piti Źithout Ĩo idea oā Źhat to ežpect, 
theĨ ſou’Őe deƏĨitelſ bouĨd to Ăet iĨto tŐouble aĨd āoŐ suŐe Źill leaŸe ſou scaŐed. As Źe 
Őeached the MaĨali Őoad, the pillioĨ’s āŐieĨd Źas coħiĨĂ back to Ăet hiħ. AppaŐeĨtlſ, he 
couldĨ’t ƏĨd aĨſoĨe to help Əž hiħ at Batal it seeħs. Duh! Oā CouŐse he ŹouldĨ’t ƏĨd 
aĨſoĨe. 9hese Ăuſs had Ĩo clue Źhat theſ ŹeŐe ĂettiĨĂ iĨto. 1o I suĂĂested theħ to ƏĨd 
soħe tŐuck aĨd Őeŏuest theħ to caŐŐſ theiŐ bike till MaĨali oŐ KhoksaŐ oŐ let oĨe oā theħ 
tŐaŸel Źith all the ĂeaŐ iĨ the bus Źhich Źas ĂoiĨĂ to cŐoss Batal bſ ĨooĨ aĨd let the 
otheŐ Ăuſ teħpoŐaŐilſ Əll aiŐ Źith the haĨd puħp āŐoħ soħeoĨe aĨd Ăet at least till 
GŐaħphu. 9hat Źaſ theſ’d Őeach MaĨali-Leh hiĂhŹaſ aĨd could ƏĨd soħe help. 9heſ 
aĂŐeed to it aĨd the Ăuſ tuŐĨed aŐouĨd aĨd ŹeĨt to Batal aĂaiĨ to look āoŐ a tŐuck oŐ the 
bus, aĨd boſ did he dŐiŸe Őashlſ! He just took oƌ like oĨe Źould oĨ a paŸed Őoad aĨd Źas 
juħpiĨĂ thŐouĂh the buħps aĨd Őocks. Not suŐe iā that’s hoŹ theſ had beeĨ dŐiŸiĨĂ 
beāoŐe, iĨ Źhich case, it Źas Ĩo suŐpŐise theiŐ bike Źas puĨctuŐed. AĨſŹaſ, Źe sloŹlſ 
Őeached Batal, aĨd this Ăuſ Źas ŹaitiĨĂ iĨ āŐoĨt oā the bus. AppaŐeĨtlſ, he had Őeŏuested 
the bus dŐiŸeŐ aĨd kept the bus ŹaitiĨĂ āoŐ the last ʐʏ ħiĨs oŐ so āoŐ the pillioĨ to aŐŐiŸe 
aĨd seĨd hiħ iĨ the bus. 9he dŐiŸeŐ Źas huŐŐſiĨĂ, so the pillioĨ ŏuicklſ Ăot iĨto the bus 
aĨd his āŐieĨd haĨded theiŐ baĂs to hiħ. 9heſ ŹeŐe caŐŐſiĨĂ a ʖʏ-ʗʏ ltŐ loaded backpack  
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aloĨĂ Źith aĨotheŐ ʓʏ-ʔʏ ltŐ pack. 9hat Źas deƏĨitelſ a lot oā ŹeiĂht to haul aŐouĨd aĨd 
that coħbiĨed Źith all the Őail ħouĨtiĨĂ oĨ the bike aĨd theiŐ tŹo heātſ bodies, Ĩo ŹoĨdeŐ 
theiŐ bike puĨctuŐed! AĨſŹaſ, I told hiħ the list oā places he’d eĨcouĨteŐ iĨ betŹeeĨ aĨd 
ŹheŐe possible he could ƏĨd help aĨd theĨ he took oƌ āŐoħ theŐe. MeaĨŹhile, sadist Źas 
dŐſiĨĂ his Źet boots aĨd socks aĨd the also his Ăood luck chaŐħs! We had pleĨtſ oā tiħe 
that daſ aĨd so Źe ŹeŐeĨ’t iĨ aĨſ huŐŐſ. OuŐ oĨlſ coĨceŐĨ Źas that ħſ āuel Źas ŸeŐſ loŹ 
aĨd sadist’s āuel had also dŐopped beloŹ the ŏuaŐteŐ liĨe. I asked the Ăuſs iĨside the teĨt 
aĨd the Chacha theŐe, but theſ didĨ’t haŸe aĨſ āuel. 9he oĨlſ optioĨ Źas to see iā Źe caĨ 
at least ħake it till the MaĨali-Leh hiĂhŹaſ oĨ ŐeseŐŸe. 9heĨ Źe could pŐobablſ ask 
aĨſoĨe oĨ the Źaſ iā theſ could leĨd soħe āuel āoŐ us to Ăet at least up to RohtaĨĂ top. 
AāteŐ RohtaĨĂ top, it Źas coħpletelſ doŹĨhill till MaĨali, aĨd I could Ăo oĨ iĨ ĨeutŐal āŐoħ 
theŐe. We had soħe MaĂĂie aĨd coke heŐe. We ŹeŐe theŐe āoŐ at least aĨ houŐ uĨtil his 
boots dŐied up. While Źe ŹeŐe theŐe, Źe ħet aĨotheŐ ĂŐoup oā KaĨĨada āolks āŐoħ 
BaĨĂaloŐe. It Źas a Ăuſ, his Źiāe aĨd his āatheŐ-iĨ-laŹ Źho ŹeŐe ĂoiĨĂ aŐouĨd the 1piti 
ciŐcuit iĨ a DusteŐ. 9hat uĨcle seeħed pŐettſ ežcited to be oĨ the tŐip aĨd Źas talkiĨĂ to 
us about diƌeŐeĨt places iĨ 1piti theſ had beeĨ to aĨd etc etc. 9heŐe Źas also aĨotheŐ 
Őoſal eĨƏeld Źho ŹeŐe ĂoiĨĂ to Kaza aĨd stopped heŐe āoŐ ŐeāŐeshħeĨts. 9Źo oā theħ iĨ 
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that ĂaĨĂ ŹeŐe also āŐoħ BaĨĂaloŐe. AĨ iĨteŐestiĨĂ diƌeŐeĨce Źas oĨe ĂiŐl had coħe iĨ a 
Dio/ActiŸa till theŐe aĨd Źas paŐkiĨĂ it theŐe at Batal aĨd coĨtiĨuiĨĂ the Őest oā the Őide 
as a pillioĨ Źith heŐ paŐtĨeŐ. 1tŐaĨĂe thiĨĂs that people do theŐe, eh! AĨſŹaſ, theſ all leāt 
iĨ a Źhile aĨd Źe also leāt shoŐtlſ aāteŐ theħ. Ežcept āoŐ the ŹoŐŐſ about the āuel ĂettiĨĂ 
oŸeŐ, Źe had Ĩo otheŐ coĨceŐĨs at all. We kĨeŹ ežactlſ Źhat to ežpect aĨd ŹheŐe aĨd hoŹ 
to tackle theħ. I ħiĂht as Źell daŐe Źe āelt like Źe ŹeŐe ĨoŹ pŐoāessioĨals ŐidiĨĂ thŐouĂh 
this Őoute. 1adist led the Źaſ as usual aĨd I āolloŹed iĨ the back. We ĨoŹ ŹeŐeĨ’t that 
coĨceŐĨed about ĂettiĨĂ iĨto tŐouble, so Źe āolloŹed ouŐ oŹĨ pace. We caħe thŐouĂh 
ĨuħeŐous ŹateŐāalls aĨd theiŐ coŐŐespoĨdiĨĂ ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ. We could cleaŐlſ see ħoŐe 
ŹateŐ ƐoŹiĨĂ thŐouĂh the ŐiŸeŐ aĨd stŐeaħs. 9heŐe ŹeŐeĨ’t this ħaĨſ ŹateŐāalls Źhile Źe 
ŹeŐe ĂoiĨĂ toŹaŐds Kaza. As I passed thŐouĂh each tuŐĨ, I Őecollected the thouĂht I had 
Źhile I Źas ĂoiĨĂ theħ eaŐlieŐ. AĨd eŸeĨtuallſ, Źe aŐŐiŸed at Chhota DhaŐa, that Ĩastſ little 
stŐetch oā Őoad that causes all haŸoc, aĨd boſ Źas theŐe a lot oā ŹateŐ. 9he ŹateŐ āŐoħ the 
āalls Źas āŐee-ƐoŹiĨĂ oĨ the Őoad like a sħall ŐiŸeŐ. No ŹoĨdeŐ theŐe aŐe so ħaĨſ Őocks 
aĨd bouldeŐs heŐe. PooŐ sadist had ſet aĂaiĨ ĂotteĨ his shoe Źet aāteŐ all the dŐſiĨĂ aĨd 
Źas ŹaitiĨĂ āoŐ ħe oĨ the otheŐ eĨd oā the ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ. 9his Źas the loĨĂest ŹateŐ 
cŐossiĨĂ uĨtil ĨoŹ, so I took soħe tiħe to aĨalſze aĨd plaĨ ħſ Őoute. 1adist Źas ŹaŸiĨĂ 
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his haĨd iĨ a sŹeŐŸe-lſ ħaĨĨeŐ 
iĨdicatiĨĂ hoŹ to coħe. Bſ the Źaſ, I 
should tell ſou that, ĨoŹ theŐe Źas 
Ĩo āeaŐ oā āalliĨĂ oŐ ĂettiĨĂ Źet oŐ 
aĨſthiĨĂ. 9he oĨlſ āeeliĨĂ iĨ ħſ 
ħiĨd Źas oā joſ aĨd ežciteħeĨt Źith 
the adŐeĨaliĨe ŐushiĨĂ iĨ. I tŐied to 
āolloŹ Źhat sadist shoŹed, but at 
about halā poiĨt, the ŹateŐ ƐoŹ Źas 
a bit ħuch aĨd I couldĨ’t coĨtŐol the 
steeŐiĨĂ, aĨd the bike ĨatuŐallſ 
steeŐed ŐiĂht aĨd I just let it Źhile 
coĨtŐolliĨĂ the clutch aĨd thŐottle 
accoŐdiĨĂlſ aĨd iĨ the eĨd, I cŐossed 
it iĨ oĨe Ăo. I ħust aĂŐee that tŐulſ 
ħade ħe āeel like a heŐo. 1adist Ăot 
soħe Ăood pictuŐes aĨd eŸeĨ 
ŐecoŐded a Ÿideo oā the cŐossiĨĂ 
heŐe. 1adist Źas telliĨĂ ħe that he 
tŐied to ħake the leāt theŐe at the 
ħiddle aĨd Ăot stuck theŐe aĨd so 
had to keep the āeet doŹĨ, but eŸeĨ 
he Źas ĨoŹ speakiĨĂ iĨ all 
ežciteħeĨt. We kĨeŹ ChhatŐu ŹasĨ’t 
āaŐ aŹaſ āŐoħ theŐe, but the clouds                                           WateŸ ƽoƤing on the Ÿoad neaŸ Chhota DhaŸa 
ŹeŐe coŸeŐiĨĂ iĨ. 1piti is a ŐaiĨ shadoŹ aŐea, but ChhatŐu is deƏĨitelſ Ĩot. 1o Źe 
coĨsideŐed that aĨd coĨtiĨued aloĨĂ. We eĨcouĨteŐed a couple oā Ăuſs Źhich theiŐ 
ĂiŐlāŐieĨds, I suppose, as pillioĨs aĨd ħost oā theħ ŹeŐe haŸiĨĂ to Ăet doŹĨ aĨd push the 
bikes thŐouĂh oŐ ħake the pillioĨ cŐoss oĨ āoot. Yet aĂaiĨ, this is ežactlſ Źhſ I āeel each 
ŐideŐ should haŸe theiŐ oŹĨ bike, else the āuĨ is coħpletelſ spoilt.  AĨſŹaſ, that side, Ĩot 
āaŐ āŐoħ Chhota DhaŐa, ħſ eĨĂiĨe tuŐĨed oƌ! Despite ħe tuŐĨiĨĂ oƌ the eĨĂiĨe iĨ all 
doŹĨhill to coĨseŐŸe āuel, it Ăot oŸeŐ eŸeĨ beāoŐe ŐeachiĨĂ ChhatŐu. I Źas hopiĨĂ the āuel 
Źould last uĨtil ChhatŐu aĨd could Ăo oĨ ŐeseŐŸe till GŐaħphu, but ĨoŹ I kĨeŹ āoŐ suŐe I’d 
ežhaust the ŐeseŐŸe āuel as Źell just aāteŐ cŐossiĨĂ ChhatŐu. I had Ĩo choice leāt. I put oĨ 
ŐeseŐŸe aĨd caħe till ChhatŐu, tuŐĨiĨĂ oƌ the eĨĂiĨe iĨ the slopes ŹheŐe eŸeŐ I could. Mſ 
oĨlſ hope ĨoŹ Źas to ƏĨd aĨſ Ăood bikeŐ oĨ the Őoute aĨd see iā theſ could spaŐe soħe 
āuel. I eŸeĨ had thouĂhts ŐuĨĨiĨĂ oā leaŸiĨĂ the bike at ChhatŐu aĨd hitchhikiĨĂ till 
MaĨali siĨce Źe had tiħe uĨtil Ĩežt daſ eŸeĨiĨĂ āoŐ ouŐ bike. Despite all these thouĂhts, 
theŐe Źas soħe sliĂht āeeliĨĂ iĨ ħſ ħiĨd that told ħe eŸeŐſthiĨĂ Źould be ƏĨe aĨd 
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soħeoĨe Źould deƏĨitelſ help ħe oĨ the Źaſ. 
1adist Źas ŹaitiĨĂ āoŐ ħe at the saħe teĨt Źe 
had staſed eaŐlieŐ. I Őeached theŐe Źith a biĂ 
sħile oĨ ħſ āace aĨd ŹaŸiĨĂ ħſ haĨd 
siĂĨaliĨĂ I Źas alŐeadſ oĨ ŐeseŐŸe āoŐ the last 
ʐʏ kħ oŐ so. It Źas about ʔ pħ I thiĨk ŹheĨ I 
aŐŐiŸed at ChhatŐu. EŸeĨ the old chap iĨ the 
teĨt Źas telliĨĂ us its okaſ about the āuel, 
that theŐe’s still pleĨtſ oā tiħe leāt iĨ the daſ 
aĨd soħe oŐ the otheŐ Ăood bikeŐ Źould 
pass bſ aĨd help us out. It Źas ŐeassuŐiĨĂ to 
heaŐ that. AĨſŹaſ, Źe aŐŐiŸed ŐiĂht oĨ tiħe at 
ChhatŐu. Just aāteŐ Źe Ăot iĨ, it staŐted 
pouŐiĨĂ doŹĨ aĨd theŐe ŹeŐe heaŸſ ŹiĨds 
too. HiĂh up the ħouĨtaiĨ, Źe could see it 
Źas sĨoŹiĨĂ. 9he ŹiĨd Źas pŐettſ stŐoĨĂ too 
aĨd the shelteŐ that Źas put up iĨ āŐoĨt oā 
the teĨt Źas all sŏueakiĨĂ aĨd alħost 
seeħed like it Źould Ɛſ aŹaſ iĨ the ŹiĨd. We 
sat iĨside the Őooħ ŹheŐe the beds ŹeŐe aĨd 
Źith pleĨtſ oā chips packets āŐoħ the shop, 
Źe sat theŐe dŐſ aĨd eĨjoſed the ŐaiĨ. As Źe 
sat theŐe, Źe saŹ soħe āoŐeiĂĨeŐs bicſcliĨĂ iĨ 
iĨ the ŐaiĨ itselā aĨd headiĨĂ toŹaŐds 
GŐaħphu. AāteŐ a shoŐt Źhile, Źe saŹ aĨotheŐ 
peŐsoĨ Źho caħe to ouŐ teĨt ŐidiĨĂ iĨ the 
ŐaiĨ. He Źas also a āoŐeiĂĨeŐ, but he Źas Źell                                           WateŸ cŸossing at Chhota DhaŸa 
packed iĨ ŐaiĨ ĂeaŐ aĨd Őode a HeŐo Iħpulse. He eĨŏuiŐed iā theŐe Źas aĨſ place to staſ 
āoŐ the ĨiĂht aĨd ĂettiĨĂ to kĨoŹ theŐe ŹeŐe beds aŸailable, he sooĨ Ăot oĨto the bike aĨd 
ŹeĨt back iĨ the diŐectioĨ he caħe āŐoħ. He caħe back iĨ a shoŐt Źhile, but this tiħe he 
Źas oĨ a Roſal EĨƏeld bullet aĨd aĨotheŐ ladſ Źith a little kid ŹeŐe oĨ the Iħpulse. He told 
us theſ ŹeŐe ŹaitiĨĂ at the āoŐest Ăuest house about a Kħ beāoŐe the ChhatŐu teĨts, āoŐ 
the ŐaiĨ to stop. 9his kid Źas pŐobablſ Ĩot ħoŐe thaĨ ʒ ſeaŐs old, aĨd I Źas a bit suŐpŐised 
to see theħ Ăet such a ſouĨĂ kid oĨ a dŐiŸe like this. But theſ ŹeŐe pŐopeŐlſ ĂeaŐed up 
aĨd seeħed to haŸe pŐettſ ħuch eŸeŐſthiĨĂ to suŐŸiŸe oĨ theiŐ oŹĨ. 9he kid Źas coŸeŐed 
iĨ skiiĨĂ ĂeaŐ, Źhile those tŹo ŹeŐe all decked up iĨ top-Ĩotch ŐaiĨ ĂeaŐ. What Źas ħoŐe 
cuŐious to ħe Źas that he Źas able to uĨdeŐstaĨd HiĨdi cleaŐlſ aĨd Źas coĨŸeŐsiĨĂ Źith 
the teĨt āolks iĨ HiĨdi, albeit I aĂŐee it Źas bŐokeĨ HiĨdi, but HiĨdi ĨoĨetheless. 
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ChhatŸu afteŸ Ÿainfall. Do ƪou notice the ŸainboƤ?! 

9he uĨloaded theiŐ packs aĨd placed it iĨside the Őooħ. 9he teĨt opposite to ouŐs had a 
ƏŐe ĂoiĨĂ oĨ, so theſ ŹeĨt iĨ theŐe to Ăet ŹaŐħed up. I thouĂht oā joiĨiĨĂ aloĨĂ Źith theħ 
āoŐ the ƏŐe but ŹoĨdeŐed Źhat this teĨt āolks Źould thiĨk oā us seeiĨĂ us leaŸe this teĨt 
aĨd Ăo to the opposite teĨt. 1o I didĨ’t aĨd staſed back. NoŹ I āeel I should’Ÿe just ĂoĨe 
aĨd Ĩo oĨe Źould haŸe caŐed about it. AāteŐ a Źhile, the ŐaiĨ stopped aĨd that Ăuſ caħe 
to ouŐ teĨt āoŐ soħethiĨĂ but Ăot iĨŸolŸed iĨ soħe sħall talk Źith the teĨt āolks aĨd us. We 
Ăot to kĨoŹ that he Źas āŐoħ NeŹ (ealaĨd aĨd Źas the Ăuſ Źho desiĂĨed aĨd set up the 
buĨĂee juħpiĨĂ platāoŐħ iĨ Rishikesh. 9he oĨlſ buĨĂee platāoŐħ iĨ IĨdia! 1adist had 
actuallſ beeĨ to that place aĨd his Źiāe had helped hiħ āoŐ his buĨĂee juħp. He told us 
theſ liŸe iĨ IĨdia āoŐ siž ħoĨths oā the ſeaŐ ŐuĨĨiĨĂ the buĨĂee busiĨess aĨd Ăo back to 
NeŹ (ealaĨd āoŐ the otheŐ siž ħoĨths. 9heſ ŹeŐe cuŐŐeĨtlſ oĨ a bike Őide āŐoħ Rishikesh to 
Leh. As thouĂh that ŹasĨ’t cool eĨouĂh, he also told us his Źiāe Źas 1Źiss aĨd his soĨ’s 
Ĩaħe Źas MeŐu. ˎMeŐu? As iĨ the ħouĨtaiĨ MeŐu, the shaŐk ƏĨ ?!ˏ, I iĨteŐjected 
spoĨtaĨeouslſ aĨd he Ĩodded his head saſiĨĂ ſes. MaĨ-oh-ħaĨ, that Źas just so Őad! He 
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asked about us aĨd Źe told hiħ ouŐ stoŐſ so āaŐ. I also told hiħ about ħſ āuel shoŐtaĂe 
aĨd asked iĨ all hope iā he had aĨſ spaŐe āuel Źith hiħ that he could leĨd us. He told ħe 
he had a spaŐe caĨ oā āuel but ŹasĨ’t ſet suŐe iā he’d Ĩeed it āuŐtheŐ oŐ Ĩot. He said he’ll 
check Źith his Źiāe aĨd iā eŸeŐſthiĨĂ is ƏĨe Źith theħ, he’ll leĨd us soħe. I ŹasĨ’t suŐe iā 
he’d be able to oŐ Ĩot, but didĨ’t ŹaĨt to push ħuch, aĨd said thaĨks. I Őeallſ didĨ’t āeel 
coħāoŐtable askiĨĂ otheŐs to help because oā ħſ iĂĨoŐaĨt ħistake. But I had Ĩo otheŐ 
choice as Źell. He sooĨ leāt aĨd ŹeĨt back iĨto the otheŐ teĨt. It Źas about ʕ:ʒʏ pħ bſ ĨoŹ 
aĨd the daſliĂht Źas āadiĨĂ. With ĨothiĨĂ else to do, I bouĂht aĨotheŐ pack oā āŐuit cake 
aĨd ƏĨished it. 9heĨ, tŹo otheŐ Ăuſs iĨ a Őoſal eĨƏeld classic ʔʏʏ caħe aĨd stopped at 
ouŐ teĨt. 9heſ seeħed to haŸe beeĨ coħiĨĂ āŐoħ MaĨali aĨd had ĂotteĨ sliĂhtlſ Źet iĨ 
the ŐaiĨ. We iĨitiallſ didĨ’t speak ħuch, but Źe Ăot iĨto coĨŸeŐsatioĨs iĨ a Źhile aĨd these 
tŹo āolks tuŐĨed out to be such āuĨ āolks to haĨĂ out Źith. 9heſ both ŹeŐe āŐieĨds ŹoŐkiĨĂ 
iĨ GuŐĂaoĨ iĨ a pŐettſ āaħous coħpaĨſ that I’ħ Ĩot able to Őecollect ŐiĂht ĨoŹ. 1oħethiĨĂ 
like HiĨdustaĨ UĨileŸeŐ oŐ soħe coħpaĨſ like that aĨd theſ ŹeŐe iĨto loĂistics. 9heſ had 
suddeĨlſ decided a daſ aĂo to Ăo oĨ a 1piti bike Őide āoŐ the ŹeekeĨd aĨd ŹeŐe ĨoŹ heŐe. 
While Źe ŹeŐe sittiĨĂ outside aĨd coĨŸeŐsiĨĂ, the āoŐeiĂĨeŐ caħe back to the teĨt. ˂Mſ 
apoloĂies āoŐ calliĨĂ hiħ as āoŐeiĂĨeŐ. I doĨ’t ŐeħeħbeŐ his Ĩaħe˃. He eĨŏuiŐed the teĨt 
āelloŹ about the Őooħ iĨ the aŐħſ Ăuest house aĨd Őeŏuested to see iā theŐe Źas a 
possibilitſ oā his āaħilſ speĨdiĨĂ the ĨiĂht theŐe as his kid Źas āeeliĨĂ a bit uĨŹell āoŐ the 
cold. It tuŐĨed out that the old chap at the teĨt itselā ħaiĨtaiĨs the Ăuest house theŐe. But 
he ħeĨtioĨed theŐe ŹeŐeĨ’t aĨſ āacilities theŐe ežcept āoŐ the Őooħ. No electŐicitſ, Ĩo ŹateŐ, 
ĨothiĨĂ. 9he āoŐeiĂĨeŐ said that’s pŐettſ ħuch okaſ Źith theħ aĨd all that theſ ŹeŐe 
lookiĨĂ āoŐ is the ŹaŐħth āoŐ this kid. 9hat Ăuſ Źas ŏuite aĨ iĨteŐestiĨĂ chaŐacteŐ I tell ſou. 
I didĨ’t ŹaĨt to ŐeħiĨd hiħ 
about the āuel aĂaiĨ, but he Źas 
so Ĩice aĨd pŐoħptlſ caħe to 
ħe aĨd told ħe that he’d be 
able to spaŐe soħe āuel āoŐ ħe. I 
āelt so happſ aĨd ŐelieŸed 
listeĨiĨĂ to hiħ; I Ăot up iĨ all 
sħiles staŐted thaĨkiĨĂ hiħ. I 
told hiħ a liteŐ oŐ so should be 
suƍcieĨt āoŐ ħe siĨce all that I 
Źas lookiĨĂ āoŐ Źas to just Őeach 
the RohtaĨĂ top. He ĂaŸe ħe a 
little oŸeŐ a liteŐ oā āuel aĨd Əlled 
the Őest oā the caĨ iĨto his 
bullet. 9heſ ŹeŐe ĂoiĨĂ to leaŸe 
āoŐ the Ăuest house, so he tŐied                                                        Night at ChhatŸu Ƥith a bŸight full moon 
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staŐtiĨĂ his bullet but it ŹouldĨ’t. 9hat Źas a ʐʘʗʔ classic ħodel. It had to be tuŐĨed oĨ 
Źith a kick-staŐt, but Ĩo aħouĨt oā kicks seeħed to staŐt the eĨĂiĨe. 9o be hoĨest, I had 
Ĩo idea hoŹ those old eĨĂiĨes opeŐated. He told ħe the issue is pŐobablſ āoŐ the 
caŐbuŐetoŐ Ĩot āuĨctioĨiĨĂ pŐopeŐlſ āoŐ the cold ŹeatheŐ. He had all the tools aĨd 
eŏuipħeĨt Ĩeed āoŐ the bike aĨd sooĨ took out the caŐbuŐetoŐ aĨd cleaĨed Źith 
soħethiĨĂ that seeħed like saĨdpapeŐ aĨd put it back. I helped to hold the bike steadſ 
aĨd push a bit aĨd aāteŐ seŸeŐal kicks, the bike staŐted. 1ooĨ theſ all packed up, aĨd bid 
us Ăoodbſes aĨd leāt oƌ to staſ at the Ăuest house āoŐ the ĨiĂht. It Źas ĂettiĨĂ cold 
outside, so ħe, sadist aĨd those tŹo Ăuſs ŹeĨt aĨd sat iĨside the teĨt as the kitcheĨ ƏŐe 
Źas oĨ aĨd so the Źhole teĨt āelt ŹaŐħ iĨside. It Źas heŐe that Źe āouŐ oā us had such āuĨ 
coĨŸeŐsatioĨs all the Źaſ āŐoħ ežplaiĨiĨĂ happiĨess to solŸiĨĂ the ŹoŐld's pŐobleħs. IĨ a 
shoŐt tiħe, the eħotioĨs iĨside the teĨt āelt like Źe ŹeŐe soħe close āŐieĨds Źho kĨeŹ each 
otheŐ āoŐ seŸeŐal ſeaŐs. MeaĨŹhile, I’ħ Ĩot suŐe āŐoħ ŹheŐe oŐ hoŹ these Ăuſs ħaĨaĂed to 
Ăet it, but theſ ħaĨaĂed to Ăet a bottle oā old ħoĨk! AāteŐ that, the coĨŸeŐsatioĨ ŹeĨt oĨ 
to a Źhole ĨeŹ leŸel aĨd the lauĂhteŐ iĨcŐeased ħultiple āolds. 9his is Źhſ Źe loŸe to tŐaŸel. 
ApaŐt āŐoħ ĂettiĨĂ to see aĨd ežpeŐieĨce all the ĂloŐious place, Źe also Ăet to ħeet aĨd 
iĨteŐact Źith āaĨtastic stŐaĨĂeŐs aĨd that ežpeŐieĨce is just pŐiceless! 9he coĨŸeŐsatioĨs 
aĨd the lauĂhteŐ ŹeĨt oĨ āoŐ aĨotheŐ houŐ oŐ tŹo aĨd Źe all ƏĨallſ ŹeĨt iĨ aĨd slept 
aŐouĨd ʘ:ʒʏ-ish pħ. As I put oĨ the blaĨket to sleep, I āelt ežtŐeħelſ satisƏed Źith hoŹ the 
daſ had beeĨ. I āelt like I had ežpeŐieĨced all āoŐħs oā eħotioĨs oĨ the saħe daſ. I caĨ still 
ŐeħeħbeŐ that I had aĨ ežtŐeħelſ happſ sleep that ĨiĂht. 

One of the ƣieƤs betƤeen Batal and ChhatŸu. That’s me on the bike 
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Daƪ Ƀ 
ChhatŸu to Manali 
~ ɆȾ Km |  ~ Ʉ-Ʌ hŸs ɧdepending on tŸaƸcɨ 

TL;DR  -  Bƪ noƤ, ƪou'd be so accustomed to the diŸt Ÿoads and the wpiti ƣalleƪ, that ciƣilized paƣed Ÿoads seems eƩtŸemelƪ 
boŸing. ChhatŸu to GŸamphu has plentƪ of ƤateŸ cŸossings, but its all paƣed Ÿoads afteŸ that. Rohtang pass is ~ɁȾ km fŸom 
ChhatŸu. You could stop at Rohtang pass, enjoƪ/plaƪ in the snoƤ Ƽelds foŸ a Ƥhile befoŸe moƣing doƤn to Manali. You'd be stuck 
in heaƣƪ tŸaƸc again, so plan Ƥiselƪ! 

As alŹaſs, I Źas the ƏŐst to Źake up aĂaiĨ bſ ʔ:ʏʏ aħ. I Ăot Őeadſ aĨd Źoke otheŐ up to Ăet 
Őeadſ as Źell. OuŐ plaĨ Źas to staŐt āŐoħ ChhatŐu bſ ʕ aħ. 9hat Źaſ, coĨsideŐiĨĂ ʕ-ʖ hŐs to 
MaĨali, Źe’d Őeach theŐe bſ aŐouĨd ʑ:ʏʏ pħ aĨd that Źould ĂiŸe us eĨouĂh tiħe to ŐetuŐĨ 
ouŐ bikes aĨd pack up āoŐ ouŐ ʔ pħ bus. As I had ħeĨtioĨed eaŐlieŐ, theŐe aŐe Ĩo toilet 
āacilities at ChhatŐu aĨd oĨe has to Ăo out iĨ 
the opeĨ. 9he otheŐ tŹo Ăuſs had āoŐĂotteĨ to 
Ăet theiŐ toilet papeŐ Őolls, so I leĨt theħ ħiĨe 
as it Źas oā Ĩo ħoŐe use to us. AĨſŹaſ, despite 
the āŐeeziĨĂ ŹateŐ, Źe bŐushed aĨd Źashed ouŐ 
āaces aĨd Ăot Őeadſ to leaŸe bſ ʕ:ʏʏ aħ. 9he 
pŐeŸious ĨiĂht, I had ħeĨtioĨed about ouŐ āuel 
shoŐtaĂe to those Ăuſs aĨd theſ had aĂŐeed to 
leĨd us theiŐ āuel as Źell siĨce theſ had pleĨtſ 
oā āuel to Őeach Kaza aĨd could Őeāuel theŐe. 
9his tiħe sadist took about a liteŐ oā āuel āoŐ his 
bike as he Źas also ŐuĨĨiĨĂ loŹ aĨd I took 
aĨotheŐ halā oŐ ʐ ltŐ āŐoħ theħ. Like I had hoped 
āoŐ, Źe ŹeŐe luckſ eĨouĂh to ƏĨd such helpāul 
ŐideŐs aloĨĂ the Źaſ, else Źe’d stuck āoŐ suŐe. Bſ 
the tiħe Źe ƏĨished settliĨĂ the bills aĨd the 
Ăuſs haŸiĨĂ aĨotheŐ ŐouĨd oā tea, it Źas alħost 
ʖ:ʏʏ aħ. We thaĨked theħ a lot āoŐ both the āuel 
aĨd the pŐeŸious ĨiĂht’s diĨĨeŐ ˂theſ paid āoŐ 
ouŐ diĨĨeŐ too!˃ aĨd paid ouŐ Őespects bſ buſiĨĂ                         With the guƪs fŸom GuŸgaon at ChhatŸu 
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theħ bŐeakāast. AĨd Źith Ĩo 
āuŐtheŐ delaſs, Źe leāt oƌ oĨ ouŐ 
ƏĨal leĂ oā the jouŐĨeſ. With the 
additioĨal āuel, Źe ŹeŐe ĨoŹ āaiŐlſ 
coĨƏdeĨt oā ŐeachiĨĂ MaĨali 
Źithout aĨſ issues. 9he ħoŐĨiĨĂ 
Őide Źas āŐeeziĨĂ as eŸeŐ, but Źe 
hadĨ’t seeĨ this sectioĨ oā the 
Őoad iĨ daſliĂht beāoŐe. 1o it āelt 
ĨeŹ. 9he oĨlſ thiĨĂ Źe could 
ežpect āŐoħ this stŐetch oā Őoad 
Źas that Źe’d uĨdoubtedlſ ƏĨd 
pleĨtſ oā ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂ heŐe aĨd 
suŐe eĨouĂh, Źe did. 9heŐe  seeħed                                                         EaŸlƪ moŸning Ÿide fŸom ChhatŸu 
to be ħoŐe thaĨ Źhat Źe eĨcouĨteŐed a āeŹ daſs back ĂoiĨĂ toŹaŐds ChhatŐu. IĨ last āeŹ 
daſs, theŐe Źas soħe Őoad ħaiĨteĨaĨce ŹoŐk doĨe, so ceŐtaiĨ ĨaŐŐoŹ sectioĨs oā the 
Őoad ŹeŐe ŹideĨed. As the Őoad took us hiĂheŐ, Źe could ĨoŹ see the beautiāul Ÿalleſ iĨ  

The ƣalleƪ connecting ChhatŸu and GŸamphu 
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all its ĂloŐſ. I doĨ’t kĨoŹ the Ĩaħe oā this Ÿalleſ 
thouĂht, but it is ežtŐeħelſ ĂŐeeĨ aĨd beautiāul. OĨ ouŐ 
Źaſ, Źe eĨcouĨteŐed seŸeŐal laŐĂe Ɛocks oā sheep Źith 
shepheŐds Źho seeħed to be heŐdiĨĂ theħ to the hiĂh 
pastuŐes. We eŸeĨ saŹ pleĨtſ oā hoŐses as Źell. 1adist 
stopped ĨoŹ aĨd theĨ to captuŐe the pictuŐesŏue 
Ÿalleſ. I couldĨ’t help but āeel the sadĨess oā the 
jouŐĨeſ coħiĨĂ to aĨ eĨd aĨd haŸiĨĂ to leaŸe such a 
beautiāul place. 9his is alŹaſs the haŐdest paŐt oā all 
ħſ tŐaŸels. 1loŹlſ, Źe aŐŐiŸed at GŐaħphu. We stopped 
at the ħile iĨdicatioĨ boaŐd at the MaĨali-Leh hiĂhŹaſ 
juĨctioĨ aĨd took a ŏuick pictuŐe āoŐ ħeħoŐſ. FŐoħ 
that poiĨt oĨŹaŐd, it all paŸed Őoad aĨd to be āŐaĨk, it 
ĨoŹ āelt utteŐlſ boŐiĨĂ! We ŹeŐe thoŐouĂhlſ 
accustoħed to the Źild Őoads oā 1piti aĨd I deƏĨitelſ 
had that āeeliĨĂ oā beiĨĂ like a badass outlaŹ iĨ the 
Wild Wild West. At oĨe poiĨt Źhile ĂoiĨĂ toŹaŐds the 
top, I stopped to eĨsuŐe ħſ pack Źas āasteĨed 
pŐopeŐlſ to the bike. As I Źas ežaħiĨiĨĂ the Őope, theŐe 
Źas a āaħilſ Źho ŹeŐe sittiĨĂ beside the Őoad Źith theiŐ 
caŐ paŐked oĨ the side. I thiĨk the eĨtiŐe badass bikeŐ look has a cool appeal to it, 
because theſ all caħe to ħe aĨd Őeŏuested āoŐ a couple oā pictuŐes. I let the kids sit iĨ the 
āŐoĨt aĨd back oā ħe oĨ the bike aĨd posed āoŐ soħe pictuŐes. I ħust aĂŐee I āelt like a 
celebŐitſ āoŐ that shoŐt ħoħeĨt. AāteŐ that ŏuick episode, as Źe ŹeŐe appŐoachiĨĂ 
RohtaĨĂ top, ħſ eĨĂiĨe tuŐĨed oƌ aĂaiĨ! Despite the āuel I had boŐŐoŹed, I still ŐaĨ out 
beāoŐe ŐeachiĨĂ the top aĨd had to Ăo oĨ ŐeseŐŸe. I caĨ haŐdlſ iħaĂiĨe Źhat ħſ coĨditioĨ 
Źould’Ÿe beeĨ had I Ĩot had eŸeĨ that leĨt āuel. AĨſŹaſ, I had Ĩo ŹoŐŐies cause Źe ŹeŐe 
alħost at the top aĨd āŐoħ theŐe oĨ I could easilſ Ăo iĨ ĨeutŐal till MaĨali aĨd use the 
ŐeseŐŸe āuel to Őeach the ŐeĨtal shop. We stopped at RohtaĨĂ pass top to haŸe soħe āuĨ 
tiħe iĨ the sĨoŹ oŐ actuallſ, I ħust saſ soāt ice. ReĂaŐdless, Źe had soħe āuĨ tiħe. Made 
soħe sĨoŹ aĨĂels, had a sĨoŹball ƏĂht, I slipped aĨd āell oĨce aĨd soħe ħoŐe. We ŹeŐe 
pŐobablſ theŐe āoŐ a ħaž oā ʑʏ-ʒʏ ħiĨs I thiĨk beāoŐe Źe Ăot back oĨto the bikes aĨd 
coĨtiĨued to MaĨali. As ežpected, theŐe Źas pleĨtſ oā tŐaƍc iĨ this Őoute. I tuŐĨed oƌ ħſ 
eĨĂiĨe aĨd ŹeĨt doŹĨ iĨ ĨeutŐal āoŐ the ħost paŐts uĨtil Źe Őeached the bottoħ. We 
Őeached MaĨali bſ ʑ:ʏʏ pħ as plaĨĨed. We hadĨ’t eateĨ aĨſ āood āŐoħ ħoŐĨiĨĂ, so Źe ƏŐst 
ŹaĨted to Ăo to a Ăood hotel āoŐ āood. OĨe oā ħſ bikiĨĂ āŐieĨds had ħeĨtioĨed to ħe 
about this bikeŐs caāe iĨ MaĨali called ˎRide INNˏ. I had checked out theiŐ Źebsite beāoŐe 
aĨd it seeħed like aĨ ideal place āoŐ us bikeŐs ˂ſes, I thiĨk I caĨ call ouŐselŸes as bikeŐs 
ĨoŹ, I suppose˃ to settle āoŐ a satisāactoŐſ luĨch aāteŐ a Őide thŐouĂh 1piti. It took us a 
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Źhile to ƏĨd the caāe, aĨd ŹheĨ Źe 
eĨteŐed iĨ, it Źas pŐettſ biĂ aĨd 
aħbieĨt. We oŐdeŐed pleĨtſ oā āood 
aĨd ŹeĨt about checkiĨĂ ouŐ 
phoĨe calls aĨd ħsĂs. Each oā us 
took tuŐĨs to call aĨd update ouŐ 
paŐeĨts that Źe’Ÿe ŐetuŐĨed saāelſ iĨ 
oĨe piece, aĨd theĨ Źe had ouŐ 
satisāſiĨĂ luĨch. Bſ ĨoŹ Źe had 
Őealized that ouŐ bus Źas at ʗ:ʏʏ pħ 
aĨd Ĩot ʔ:ʏʏ pħ. Not Őeallſ suŐe Źhſ 
Źe thouĂht it Źas ʔ:ʏʏ pħ. It Źas                                                                        Lunch at Ride Inn, Manali 
actuallſ ħſ āault cause I had the ŐeseŐŸatioĨ papeŐs Źith ħe aĨd sadist hadĨ’t looked at 
it. AĨſŹaſ, it ħeaĨt Źe had pleĨtſ ħoŐe tiħe to kill. GodŹiĨ, the oŹĨeŐ oā the caāe, 
suĂĂested that Źe could Őide thŐouĂh the old MaĨali ŸillaĂe aĨd theĨ to aĨotheŐ ŸillaĂe 
ĨeaŐbſ acŐoss the ŐiŸeŐ. With ĨothiĨĂ else iĨ ħiĨd, I aĨd 1adist ħutuallſ aĂŐeed aĨd 
decided to Ăo theŐe. But ƏŐst, I Őeāueled Źith delaſiĨĂ aĨſ āuŐtheŐ, aĨd I could ĨoŹ Őide 
peaceāullſ. It ĨoŹ āelt ħoŐe scaŐieŐ to Őide iĨ the MaĨali tŐaƍc thaĨ iĨ 1piti. 9he clouds 
coŸeŐed up aĨd it staŐted to dŐizzle as Źe ŹeŐe headiĨĂ toŹaŐds that ŸillaĂe GodŹiĨ had 
ħeĨtioĨed. 1o Źe stopped aĨd tuŐĨed back. It Źas a doŹĨhill Őoad aĨd theŐe Źas Őoad 
ħaiĨteĨaĨce ŹoŐk happeĨiĨĂ, so the Őoad Źas Əlled up Źith ħud aĨd Őocks āoŐ ƐatteĨiĨĂ. 
AāteŐ aĨ eĨtiŐe 1piti Őide Źithout eŸeĨ a scŐatch, 1adist ƏĨallſ dŐopped his bike heŐe! I 
buŐst iĨto lauĂhteŐ aĨd eŸeĨtuallſ helped hiħ to Ăet the bike up aĨd Ăet oĨ. I ħeaĨ, aāteŐ 
ŐidiĨĂ thŐouĂh all those haŐsh Őoads, ŹateŐ cŐossiĨĂs aĨd despite the bike skiddiĨĂ pleĨtſ 
oā tiħes, Źe had actuallſ ħaĨaĂed to do the eĨtiŐe ciŐcuit Źithout āalliĨĂ oŐ dŐoppiĨĂ ouŐ 
bikes aĨſŹheŐe aĨd I Źas paŐticulaŐlſ pŐoud oā it aĨd theĨ he ƏĨallſ dŐops it heŐe iĨ 
MaĨali. As I Źas saſiĨĂ this out loud to hiħ, eŸeĨ I slipped Źhile ŐeŸeŐsiĨĂ the bike oĨ the 
slope. 9haĨkāullſ, I didĨ’t āall thouĂh, soħehoŹ coĨtŐolled aĨd ħaĨaĂed to keep it steadſ. 
PheŹ! We theĨ decided to ƏĨd a Ĩice caāe to just sit aĨd Őelaž aĨd iā boŐed theĨ Źe could 
hop oĨto ħultiple caāes āoŐ the Őest oā the eŸeĨiĨĂ. We āouĨd a buĨch oā Ăood caāes oĨ 
ĂooĂle ħaps that shoŹed theħ all oĨ oĨe stŐeet at old MaĨali. As Źe ŹeŐe ŐidiĨĂ to that 
place, Źe ŹeŐe suŐpŐised to see MaĨali beiĨĂ so beautiāul! 9he past tŹo tiħe Źe ŹeŐe at 
MaĨali, Źe had just beeĨ to the bus staĨd aĨd the ĨeŹ MaĨali’s ħaŐketplace. 9his place is 
ežtŐeħelſ cŐoŹded aĨd diŐtſ aĨd so Źe both ĨeŸeŐ Őeallſ like to be iĨ MaĨali at all. But the 
paŐts oā MaĨali Źe ŹeŐe ĨoŹ seeiĨĂ Źas a lush ĂŐeeĨ ħouĨtaiĨside Őoad Źith biĂ 
secluded cottaĂes aĨd hoħes aĨd classſ ŐestauŐaĨts. 9uŐĨs out, that Źas all old MaĨali 
aĨd Źe had ĨeŸeŐ beeĨ theŐe. AppŐoachiĨĂ the ceĨteŐ oā old MaĨali, theŐe ŹeŐe pleĨtſ oā 
shops aĨd ŐestauŐaĨts aĨd both sides oā the Őoad aĨd theŐe Źas a laŐĂe touŐistſ cŐoŹd as 
Źell aĨd pleĨtſ oā hippie tŐaŸeleŐs. We paŐked ouŐ bikes aĨd chilled-out iĨ a caāe āoŐ a loĨĂ 
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tiħe. We theĨ decided to ežploŐe aĨd asked the caāe oŹĨeŐ to look aāteŐ ouŐ bikes as the 
backpacks ŹeŐe still oĨ theħ aĨd Źe took a stŐoll thŐouĂh the eĨtiŐe ħaŐket. 9his is a 
pŐettſ hippie place aĨd this is the Őeal MaĨali. 1o iā ſou’Őe like us aĨd ĨeŸeŐ Ÿisited this 
paŐt oā MaĨali, theĨ ſou’Ÿe Ĩot actuallſ beeĨ iĨ MaĨali, so do coħe heŐe Ĩežt tiħe. 1adist 
ŹaĨted to buſ a heħp jacket aĨd backpack, pŐobablſ to look like a hippie at ŹoŐk I 
suppose, so Źe speĨt ŏuite soħe tiħe shoppiĨĂ to ƏĨd the desiĂĨ aĨd the size oā his 
likiĨĂ. AāteŐ killiĨĂ a āeŹ Ăood houŐs theŐe, it Źas tiħe āoŐ us to leaŸe. FŐoħ theŐe Źe ŹeĨt 
stŐaiĂht to the bike ŐeĨtal place aĨd dŐopped oƌ the bikes. 9he ŐeĨtal Ăuſ Źas happſ to 
see the bikes beiĨĂ ŐetuŐĨed iĨ such Ăood coĨditioĨ aĨd Źe told hiħ Źe couldĨ’t haŸe 
beeĨ ħoŐe happieŐ Źith the bikes. 9he bikes ŹeŐe iĨ top-Ĩotch coĨditioĨ aĨd ĨeŸeŐ bŐoke 
doŹĨ aĨſŹheŐe, apaŐt āŐoħ the ĨoĨ-āuĨctioĨiĨĂ speedoħeteŐ aĨd odoħeteŐ, āoŐ Źhich 
the ŐeĨtal Ăuſ said that ħost ŐeĨtal aĂeĨcies do that oĨ puŐpose. Not suŐe Źhſ thouĂh. 
AĨſŹaſ, the sceĨe Źas all oā ežciteħeĨt iĨside that sħall oƍce, Źith us telliĨĂ theħ about 
all that Źe had beeĨ thŐouĂh aĨd theſ shaŐiĨĂ theiŐ past ežpeŐieĨce Źith us. 9he ŐeĨtal 
Ăuſ Źas ežtŐeħelſ āŐieĨdlſ too. He took Ĩo ežtŐa chaŐĂes āoŐ the bikes thaĨ Źhat he had 
aĂŐeed upoĨ aĨd pŐoħptlſ ŐetuŐĨed us the eĨtiŐe secuŐitſ deposit aħouĨt Źith Ĩo 
ŏuestioĨs asked. 9his Ăuſ’s seŐŸice Źas oā top ŏualitſ aĨd coħpletelſ Őeliable aĨd ſou’d 
bſ ĨoŹ uĨdeŐstaĨd hoŹ iħpoŐtaĨt that is to Őide iĨ 1piti. I’Ÿe pŐoŸided this ŐeĨtal Ăuſ’s 
details at the eĨd oā this tŐaŸeloĂue, iā ſou’d like to opt āoŐ his seŐŸices as Źell. We 
Őepacked all ouŐ baĂs aĨd Źalked to the bus staĨd. We ŹeŐe oĨ tiħe āoŐ the bus aĨd ŹeŐe 
able to leaŸe aĨd ŐetuŐĨ to ouŐ hoħe as peŐ schedule. As the bus staŐted, Źe both had the 
look oā achieŸeħeĨt oĨ ouŐ āace aĨd shook haĨds. We had successāullſ coħpleted oĨe oā 
the best aĨd ħost diƍcult bike Őides iĨ the ŹoŐld. 1piti! 

- Nitheesh |  Julƪ, 20ȿɆ 
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Info 
Lessons LeaŸnt 

ȿ. Gather as much knoƤledge as ƪou possiblƪ can before heading into wpiti. 
2. Bikes must be absolutelƪ reliable. The best bike is the one ƪou can comfortablƪ place both 

ƪour feet on the ground.  
Ɂ. Bike’s fuel gauge shoƤs diƷerent readings in up and doƤn slope. 
ɂ. Resupplƪ and refuel at Kaza Ƥithout fail! 
5. Trust thƪ partner. Else don’t traƣel Ƥhich them in the first place. 
Ʉ. Traƣel as light as possible to haƣe maƩimum enjoƪment. 
Ʌ. Do not trust Google maps time predictions in this region. 
Ɇ. Be sure to haƣe oƺine maps Ƥith ƪou at all times. 
ɇ. Each rider gets his oƤn bike, unless ƪou’ƣe eƩperience Ƥith a pillion on such road 

conditions.  
ȿ0. No good luck charms can protect ƪou from getting Ƥet. Traƣel Ƥith appropriate gear! 

OuŸ bike Ÿental agencƪ details: 
Agencƪ : Voice oā Hiħalaſas MaĨali Bike ReĨtal 

OƤneŸ : AĨubhaŸ 1hashĨi 

Phone : +ʘʐ ʗʗʏʏʗʐʓʖʘʏ 

AddŸess : Old MissioĨ Road, MaĨali - ʐʖʔʐʒʐ ˂NeaŐ MaſuŐ RestauŐaĨt, NeaŐ Mall Road˃ 
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