
 

 

KLN’s  T a elogues 

 

Hi ala a  T ekki g 
Ad e tu es! 

, Editio  . 

 

b   Nitheesh K w  o  August 6,  

T a elogue of a  da  t ek in the g eate  Himala as egion of Utta akhand b  Phalgun and me ith India Hikes. 

With hea  sno , a alanches, i e  c ossing and une pected cancellations, this ea s edition had plent  of d ama 
in it. I e t ied to captu e some of these moments b ie  he e. 

 



 

 
THE ITINERARY 

as more like a random turn of e ents actually! 

 

 

The o iginal plan as to do the Keda tal t ek ~  ft . Unfo tunatel , the e as an a alanche 
just a fe  da s befo e ou  batch, and it killed a po te  and also st anded the st batch at a 
dange ous section. The  all had to escued b  the fo est dept and that t ail got closed fo  us. 

We e e then gi en an option to do the Gaumukh Tapo an t ek ~  ft  since it sta ts f om the 
same point and took the same numbe  of da s, o  to fo feit and get efund. wince e all ou  t a el 
booking done, e chose to do the Gaumukh Tapo an t ek. Unfo tunatel , due to hea  sno , the 
p e ious batch st fo  this season  couldn t e en make it past the st campsite. We ho e e , 
made it till the Gaumukh glacie , but found the glacie  b oken and impassable to continue to 
Tapo an. We t ied to c oss the i e , but the fo ce as too much one of them got ca ied a a  in 
the cu ents and had to be escued. The fo est dept closed the tapo an oute also afte  this. 

With th ee mo e da s left and nothing else to do, ou  good t ek leade  managed to collate the 
lefto e  esou ces and got app o als to do the Da a a Bug al t ek ~  ft . Keda tal di cult  
le el as ha d, Gamukh s as medium, but Da a a Bug al felt like a alk in the pa k. 
Ne e theless, e completed the commute  & t ek to Da a a Bug al in the last th ee da s and 
enjo ed a ela ed ending, ith a g eat pa t ! 
 

 

 



 

 Da  - : A i e i  Deh adu  
With onl  one ight a da  f om Bangalo e to Deh adun, e had to a i e a da  ea l . We did some e plo ing in the 
e ening. 

Ou  oom fo  the night | The local punjabi delicac  | Doon Lo e | The local ma kets 

 



 

Day : Cab ride from Dehradun to Dharali 
The team joined togethe  at the ail a s station at :  am and e all sha ed  cabs among us to each Dha ali, 

hich as ou  base camp. Took us nea l   hou s fo  the enti e ide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route is scenic, but encounte ed huge t a c pile up nea  Dha ali. 



 

Day : Cab to Gangotri, then trek to Chirbasa campsite 
T ekking t ail sta ts f om Gangot i and goes th ough the Gangot i national pa k. Camping pe mits a e e ui ed to 
ente . 

 

     

Ente ing the national pa k. The t ail is p ett  at he e, along the Bhagi athi i e . The skies e e blue and e could 
see clea l  th ough the enti e alle . 



 

 
Fi st ie s of the sno  peaks 



 

Bhagi athi i e , o ing f esh of the glacie . Wate  c ossings on the a . 



 

Chi basa campsite. Being the st da , e e e e hausted b  the time e each the site. 

 

 



 

 

Vie s f om Chi basa campsite. 

 

 

 



 

B  no , the enti e g oup e e ell ac uainted ith each othe . Let me int oduce the cha acte s. 

 

The leaders 

 

O  the left is  A il bhai  - ou  fea less t ekki g guide ho as leadi g us f o  the f o t. He s 
li ed i  this egio  fo  his e ti e life a d has cli bed p ett  uch all the ajo  peaks ou ll 
see i  the pictu es he e. 

I  the iddle is  Saurabh bhai  - ou  assista t guide a d as the s eepe  i  the back. He s 
also a ou tai ee  f o  this egio . He as al a s i  the back gi i g good co pa  to the 
o es ith slo  pace a d ade su e the  did t get left behi d. 

O  the ight is  Dush a t  - ou  t ek leade  f o  I dia hikes. Had all the ight t aits of bei g 
a g eat leade . He i te acted ith e e  si gle o e of us hile t ekki g a d e su ed 
e e o e got the ight atte tio  a d ca e.   

These th ee b  fa  e e the best t ek leade  & guides I e had i  all  Hi ala a  t eks. 
The  ade the e ti e t ek ad e tu ous a d also safe a d co fo table at the sa e ti e. So 
a big shout-out to the ! 

 



 

The Chennai Boys 

   

F o  left -  Hari  Kisha ,  Ra   a d  Karthik . These gu s had so e ajo l  ps ched out 
sto ies f o  thei  past t eks, like, o e fello  f o  thei  Kash i  G eat wakes t ek got lost 
fe  ea s ago a d has still ot bee  fou d! 

 

The 9rench Gang 
   
Top left -  Pablo  

Top ight -  Ma i e  

Botto  left -  A toi e 

Botto  ight -  Aurélie  

The  e e p ett  cool. The  all 
o ked at the F e ch e bass  i  

Delhi a d had bee  i  I dia fo  the 
last t o ea s.  

 

 



 

A Confused Soul 
Meet  Harsha  f o  Ba galo e. He joi ed us alo g ith the 
f e ch gu s. The  had t ekked Goechala togethe  last ea  
a d so joi  this t ek togethe . He s a Yoga p ofessio al a d 
a teache . Th oughout the t ek, I could t fi d hi  co fi  
o  a  decisio  a d al a s asked people a ou d fo  
suggestio s. He ce the title. 

 

 

The Couple 
Sa ket  &  A ushree  f o  Mu bai. 
This as thei  fi st t ek a d e e 
p ett  e ous. B  the e d, the  e e 
t a sfo ed f o  a ateu s to p os. 
A ush ee as the o l  pe so  i  the 
g oup to be happ  he  Keda tal & 
Tapo a  got ca celled! Sa ket had a 
p ett  good taste i  usic. 

 

 

 

The Cousins 
Vikra   a.k.a  Mo a a  f o  Mu bai 
a d  Nirali  f o  Madh a P adesh. 
The  e e cousi s. Ni ali had just 
fi ished he  e gi ee i g a d as the 
ou gest of the lot. It as he  fi st 

t ek as ell. Vik a , I thi k, as the 
ost hila ious of the g oup. 

 

 

 



 

The 9riendly Belgian 
Bart  - A  e t e el  f ie dl  globet otte  f o  Belgiu . 
This gu  as just like the cha acte s o e ould ead i  the 
book. E e  ea  he takes a o th off fo  acatio  a d 
t a els to a diffe e t cou t , ithout a  pho e o  laptop! 
A d he s bee  doi g it si ce he as . This t ek as the 
last pa t of his t a el i  I dia. He t a eled ith us i  the cab 
a d so got to k o  a lot about hi  a d all his t a els 
a ou d the o ld. A t ue i spi atio  fo  t a ele s, I d sa . 

Also, he s a p ofessio al football coach i  Belgiu . Just look 
at his assi e legs! 

He captu ed so e a azi g pictu es of us, but has t sha ed 
the  ith us et. 

 

 

 

 

The Encyclopedia 
Shobhit  as f o  Delhi. Not su e hat his 
p ofessio  as o  his backg ou d, but this gu  k e  
the a s e s to p ett  uch a  uestio  ou could 
ask about the su ou di g egio s o  the Hi ala as. 
Afte  a poi t, e all just bo ed do  i  espect of 
his ge e al k o ledge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Latecomer 
A a   f o  Nagpu . He a i ed a  hou  late o  Da  , a d 

aiti g fo  hi  cost us a  additio al  hou s i  t affic. He 
as late fo  b eakfast, di e , pulse-o  eadi gs...etc. He 
as the seco d ou gest afte  Ni ali. Ho e e , e all 

thought he as f o  Delhi u til the e d.  

But beside all of that, e all e e  tha kful to hi  fo  
getti g the f isbee to the t ek, hich e pla ed a lot a d 
had fu . 

 

 

The Bong 
Ritupar a  f o  West Be gal -  Ritu  as the ost h pe  
of us all a d as the title suggests, she ca e ith a lot of 

ei d be gali a es fo  co o  thi gs. Wo d like 
kat-bada , fa ifall ...etc. I gi e up! I ca t e e be  
those a es. 

She s also clicked so e a azi g pictu es hich ou ll see 
i  the upco i g sectio s. 

 

 

The Ladha 
A kit Ladha   f o  Mu bai -  A kit  as i to a i e 
busi ess a d a  a co pa  that dealt ith ship e gi es. 
He as a  e pe ie ced t ekke  a d t a eled ith us i  
the cab alo g ith Ba t. Got alo g e  ell ith hi  a d 
he as ou  te t ate fo  the e ti e t ek. 

This fello  absolutel  does t look a d beha e like he has 
a  ea  old so . Had to ake hi  sho  his so s bi th 
ce tificate to p o e it! 

 



 

 

And lastly, us 
That s e,  Nitheesh , o  
the left a d  Phalgu   o  
the ight. We a e t o 
techies f o  Ba galo e. 
Phalgu  is  best budd  
f o  college a d e e 
bee  t a eli g & t ekki g 
togethe  e e  si ce. We 
t a el to the Hi ala as 
e e  ea  fo  a t ek a d 
bee  doi g so fo  se e al 
ea s o .  

 

 

 

 

 

Oh, and also the porters & cooks 
No e of this ould be possible ithout the help a d 
suppo t of these people. The  ca  all the atio  & 
supplies eeded to cook fo  us a d p o ide us ith 
delicious food th oughout the e peditio . The  e e  

a aged to bake a cake fo  the bi thda  folks du i g 
the t ek. The  t ul  a e the u su g he oes of e e  

ou tai  e peditio s! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

An evening in Chirbasa campsite 
wince e a i ed at the campsite b  :  pm, e had the enti e e ening to ela . We sat b  the i e  till sunset and sha ed 
plent  of sto ies & e pe iences among each othe . 

  

 

 

 

 



 

And the sunset as just b illiant 

 



 

Day : Chirbasa campsite to Bhojbasa campsite 
 

   

   

wcenes of packing up and getting ead  to lea e in the mo ning 

 

 

 



 

Vie s of Mt. wuda shan f om the t ail to Bhojbasa campsite 



 

 

The na o  t ail to Bhojbasa along steep slopes and loose ocks. This egion is p one to landslides 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A distant ie  of Bhojbasa campsite and the Bhagi athi ,  &  peaks in the backd op. 

 

 

 



 

wince e eached Bhojbasa b  noon, e still had half the da  left and hence decided to d op o  ou  bags and go fo  
an acclimatization alk to the Gaumukh glacie .  

 
On the a  to the Gaumukh glacie  



 

 

 

That s as close as e could get to the Gaumukh glacie . Yes, that mudd  la e s beneath the mountains is the 
glacie , o iginating f om the Bhagi athi peaks ,  &  in the backg ound. As ou can see, it as b oken and co e ed 
f om deb is of landslides. The o iginal oute as to follo  a na o  t ail on the left and c oss the glacie  to the ight 
and go past the Bhagi athi peaks to a ds Tapo an. We t ied to nd a safe oute as much as possible, but the enti e 
egion as unstable and entu ing in he e ould be highl  isk . Unfo tunatel , e had to tu n back. 

 



 

 

Mt. whi ling, on the top, and othe  peaks su ounding us at the Gaumukh glacie . 

 

 

 



 

With no othe  choice, e etu ned to Bhojbasa and ela ed fo  the est of the e ening. 

  

 

The ie s f om Bhojbasa campsite 



 

With ast open landscapes, the ind chill gets f eezing he e in the night as the sun goes do n. We all gathe ed 
a ound inside the dining tents fo  all the acti ities. We pla ed he e, sha ed con e sations, sang songs, had debates, 
a guments and uizzes, did all the team meetings and also had ou  food. 

 
One such session inside the dining tents. It as p ett  coz  and a m. Ba t slept in the sleeping tent fo  the enti e 
t ek 

wince e e e all p ett  upset of not being able to Keda tal and no , not e en Tapo an, Dush ant didn t ant to 
gi e up and discussed ith othe  g oups t ek leade s, the guides, the fo est dept people and also the cooks and 
po te s and came up ith a plan b  dinne  time. The plan as that Dush ant & Anil bhai ill cha t a oute th ough 
the i e  at Bhojbasa and t  c ossing it at the mo ning, since the ate  o  ould be lo est in the mo ning, and if 
the  feel safe enough, then e all could c oss the i e  and continue the t ek. That meant getting et ea l  in the 
mo ning in cold glacial ate s, but it seemed like a fai  plan.  



 

  

wun ise at Bhojbasa. 

 



 

Beautiful mo ning colo s 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The ne t mo ning, I oke up ea l  and 
joined Anil bhai and Dush ant to nd a 

a  ac oss. The e as onl  one section 
he e the ate  le el as belo  ou  
aistline, but that as also the idest 

section of the i e . E e he e else, 
the ate  as deep and the apids e e 
po e ful. Me and Anil bhai t ekked 
almost until the glacie  to nd a safe 
spot fo  c ossing, but e couldn t. The 
i e  ould look na o  and calm f om a 

distance, but as e get close, e could 
see it aging th ough the huge boulde s. 
At one point, I e en slipped climbing a 
boulde  and almost fell into the i e ! 
We ealized e e e dealing a isk  hand and etu ned. Mean hile at Bhojbasa, a g oup of  e pe ienced bongs t ied to c oss 
the i e  ac oss the path e had cha ted. One made th ough, but ne t one got s ept a a  at mid a  point to almost a  
mete s. Luckil , he as ha nessed ith oped and as escued. E e one atched it happen. That as a clea  indication e 
couldn t c oss, especiall  ith all the baggage & ations. And so, ou  d eams of eaching Tapo an got c ushed! 



 

  

   

The Bhagi athi i e  at Bhojbasa and the bongs attempting to c oss it.  



 

With Tapo an not happening, e still ha e  mo e da s left and e didn t ant to aste it just going a ound on 
small, da  t eks, in the same place. wo Dush ant t ied to see if could at least do Da a a Bug al t ek. But the e as 
no phone connecti it  to obtain pe missions f om India Hikes o ce. wo he asked us ait at Bhojbasa till noon hile 
he ent to Chi basa campg ound he e a faint bsnl/ai tel connecti it  as a ailable and he could en ui e fo  
pe missions f om India Hikes HQ.  

While aiting, e had some guest appea ances. The Himala an Blue sheeps g azing on the neighbo ing mountain slopes. 



 

I as pe ched up high. wpot me ? 

 



 

 
Mean hile, the F ench gang entu ed onto some local e plo ation. 

 

 

The best pic of the alle  goes to Antoine! 



 

 

Dush ant came back ith a good ne s that e ll be able to do Da a a Bug al. That felt a bit satisf ing. The plan 
as to each Dha ali fo  the night and t a el to Da a a Bug al t ail ne t mo ning. We took a g oup pictu e he e to 

celeb ate eaching at least till the Gaumukh glacie . 

 



 

Heading back to Dha ali ia Chi basa & Gangot i. The same oute e had come th ough 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

        



 

 

Visual t eat!. 



 

We stopped at Gangot i on the a  back to ha e a uick isit to the temple. 

 

 

The e e e plent  of de otees and the pooja as going on in full s ing. 

 

 



 

 

Ou  accomodation at Dha ali 

Ha i & Ka thik had to head back home due to 
pe sonal easons and couldn t continue along 

ith us to Da a a Bug al. These t o missed 
one hellu a pa t  at Da a a Bug al! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Climbing up to the st camp on Da a a Bug al t ail. As I said, it as lite all  like a alk in the pa k. 

 



 

    

 

 



 

We found plent  of meado s and sta ted to pla  the f isbee he e e  e could. 

  

 



 

Campsite  on Da a a Bug al t ail 

 

 

We indulged in some oga session led b  ou  Yoga teache , Ha sha 

 

 



 

While the F ench gu s sho ed o  thei  skills  

 



 

The place as ideal fo  pla ing f isbee, so e soon got sta ted ith it. 

 

Unfo tunatel , I slipped and fell badl  on 
the slope. I landed on m  left shoulde  
joint ith m  full bod  eight on it. The 
pain as so sha p that the e as no 
oice coming out of m  mouth e en to 

sc eam! I didn t ant to c eate a scene, 
so I kept it to m self and continued along. 
It s been t o months since then and I still 
can t st etch m  left shoulde  completel  
st aight. Damn! wo fo  the est of the 

hile, I just ested in m  shahenshah 
pose.  

 

 

 



 

Dush ant then int oduced us to this hila ious game called  things/sentences ...o  something like that. Basicall  the idea 
as e all sit a ound in a ci cle and each pe son get a tu n to map a numbe  bet een -  to an thing the d like and the est 

of us ha e to emembe  and ecite the enti e se uence in o de , else that pe son ould lose the ound.  

 

The F ench gu s added in o ds like Fufun , 
hich the est of us had no clue hat it 

meant, but had to sa  it ne e theless.  

Moma a and Antoine e e the nalists and 
ent e cel  at each othe . The game ended 

in a d a  bet een them.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

We also had a fantastic ie  of the high himala as f om he e. We e e be ond those peaks, a fe  da s back. 

 



 

It as Phalgun s bi thda  on the d, so e celeb ated that night. Ha pa lji, ou  cook, e en p epa ed us a cake in 
the night to celeb ate.  

    

E e one joined in and sang and ished.  As pe  m  o iginal plans, e should e been at Keda tal top fo  his 
bi thda  night and I as hoping to make him cut the cake unde neath the sta s. Unfo tunatel , that didn t happen, 
but it tu ned out to be total fun in the end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Flo a & Fauna e obse ed 

 

 

 

 

These Himala an Condo s e e huge! The  could easil  pick up a calf o  a sheep and  a a . 

 

 

 

 



 

wun ise at campsite  

 



 

On the a  to campsite  

 

     

This little lamb ecei ed a lot of lo e. It as e en o e ed a beads necklace!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

A shephe d s famil  li ed on the top at campsite  

 

 



 

Pitching ou  tents at campsite   

 

 

 



 

This shephe d an a small Maggie business f om his hut at campsite  

 

 

We all had some Maggie, ela ed fo  a hile and then took o  to isit the Da a a Bug al top. 

 

 



 

Bug al means a meado  in hindi, I got to kno . This place had lush g een meado s. 

 

 



 

Not to mention, plent  of photoshoots 

 

 

A jumping pic on the mountain is mandato  I suppose! 

 



 

And e all climbed to the top. 

 

 

The e asn t a huge sense of achie ement o  an  such feeling this time as it as p ett  eas . This time it as all 
about ha ing fun as g oup. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The e as ou  ag on the top as ell. walute! 

 

  

Ou  mandato  pic. And the ministe s of Guistan! 

 

 



 

As e g ouped togethe  at the top, Dush ant ightl  told us that, it is not e ho climb the mountain, but the 
mountain that lets us climb it. It is not the mountain e con ue , but ou sel es. We closed ou  e es in silence fo  a 
fe  mins and paid ou  espect to the mountains and the natu e. 

 

E e  summit, be it eas  o  ha d, dese es a g oup pic of accomplishment. We then descended and etu ned to 
camp 

 



 

 

The g ass as so soft that e alked ba efoot fo  uite a hile on it. The cattle g azing f eel , the sound of thei  
bells, the sheep, the g een meado s, all this seemed e actl  like in the Heidi ca toon I used to atch as a kid. But I 
guess these scenes  e e p ett  no mal fo  the F ench gu s afte  g o ing up ith the Alps. 



 

wunset at campsite  

 



 

 

That night as a feast 
at the camp. The 
jamoon got o e  in an 
instant. Ba t just 
couldn t unde stand 
ho  it as oka  fo  us 
to sha e food f om the 
same bo . Being the 
last night at camp, e 
con e sed til late 
night, e sang, e 
pla ed pictiona , e en 
Anil bhai and wau abh 
bhai joined us. We 
e en established the 
kingdom of Guistan 
and allocated oles & 
esponsibilities.  

 

wun ise at campsite  

 



 

 

We e e heading do n to the Da a a Bug al base camp fo  the night. The ne t mo ning, e d all dispe se f om the e. 

 

Packing up in the mo ning to lea e. 



 

We clicked one last g oup photo, this time ith e e  single one included. 

 

 

India Hikes, Batch- , May - 5, . At Dayara Bugyal campsite, after having completed 
Gaumukh. 
 



 

We pla ed mo e f isbee as e descended. It s inc edible to th o  it do nhill as it t a els la ge distances! 

 

 

 



 

At the Guest house in Da a a Bug al base camp. We had bath afte  long, ashed ou  clothes and ef eshed. 

 

 

The e as a illage nea b  ith small shops. We b ought in plent  of chips and coke fo  ou sel es. 

 



 

It as Anush ee s bi thda  that da , and it being a last night and all, e planned to put up a big pa t  fo  the night. 
We con inced Dush ant to pa t  at the guest house and coo dinated ith Anil & wau abh bhai to get some d inks 
f om the nea b  to n. Mean hile, Ha palji p epa ed anothe  cake to celeb ate. 

 

Afte  cutting the ca e, that do m oom tu ned into one hellu a pa t  oo . E e one in the building, including the 
cooks, the ga dne s, the maintenance sta , e e  single one joined in. Ou  headlamps became disco lights, 
Dush ant ith his bluetooth speake  as the DJ, and e just let ou sel es loose. I ha e ne e  pa tied this ha d o  
c az  e e  in m  life! It ent on fo  se e al hou s. We made Ba t dance to some boll ood music, the F ench gang 
sho ed thei  skills, me and Moma a ent on the oo  to do some c az  mo es...etc etc. B  the end of it, e had 
e en had a pillo  ght, b oke a bulb/light co e , heck, e e en b oke a bed! When e oke up the ne t mo ning, 

e found things scatte ed all ac oss the co ido , foot ea s had gone ing e e he e...etc etc. The maintenance 
gu s at the building that me that in thei   ea s of sta  in that building, no one had e e  done an thing like that. 
E e  single one of us enjo ed to the co e. No  that s hat I call as ending the t a el ith a bang! A big thanks to 
wanket fo  o ning all those e penses as pa t of Anush ee s bda  t eat   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ne t mo ning, e sha ed ou  contact details, bid goodb es to e e one and etu ned to Deh adun in the cabs, 
simila  to the a  e had a i ed. 

 

 



 

wome of us sta ed back in Deh adun fo  the night to catch ou  ights/buses/t ains the follo ing da . wo e met up 
at Deh adun as ell fo  some local cho . 

 

 



 

The F ench gu s, couldn t meet us as the  decided to take an ea l  bus to Delhi. I think Ba t also joined in the same 
bus. Ankit & Aman  took the late night t ain. wanket & Anush ee had thei  ight to Mumbai the ne t da . Ha sha 

as confused as e e  and as t ing nd a a  to get to Am itsa . Ritu as sta ing in Deh adun fo  anothe  da  o  
t o to e plo e. whe thought it ould be a hill station, but it asn t. Phalgun & I had a bus to Manali the ne t da . wo 
Phalgun,Ritu and I ent to the Deadpool  mo ie the e in a local theate  the ne t da  since e had time. F om 
Manali, Phalgun & I did a bike ide in the wpiti alle . Antoine as kind enough to host us at his place in Delhi until 
ou  e ening ight to home, hen e etu ned f om ou  wpiti ide.  

 

READ OUR SPITI TRAVELOGUE  HERE 

 

And that, is ho  ou   Himala as t a el ended. 
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