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TŸaƣelogue of a Ʌ daƪ tŸek in the gŸeateŸ Himalaƪas Ÿegion of UttaŸakhand bƪ Phalgun and me Ƥith India Hikes. 

With heaƣƪ snoƤ, aƣalanches, ŸiƣeŸ cŸossing and uneƩpected cancellations, this ƪeaŸɶs edition had plentƪ of dŸama 
in it. Iɶƣe tŸied to captuŸe some of these moments bŸieƽƪ heŸe. 

 



 

 
THE ITINERARY 

ǎas more like a random turn of eǍents actually! 

 

 

The oŸiginal plan Ƥas to do the KedaŸtal tŸek ɧ~ȿɄȾȾȾ ftɨ. UnfoŸtunatelƪ, theŸe Ƥas an aƣalanche 
just a feƤ daƪs befoŸe ouŸ batch, and it killed a poŸteŸ and also stŸanded the ƼŸst batch at a 
dangeŸous section. Theƪ all had to Ÿescued bƪ the foŸest dept and that tŸail got closed foŸ us. 

We ƤeŸe then giƣen an option to do the Gaumukh Tapoƣan tŸek ɧ~ȿɂȾȾȾ ftɨ since it staŸts fŸom the 
same point and took the same numbeŸ of daƪs, oŸ to foŸfeit and get Ÿefund. wince Ƥe all ouŸ tŸaƣel 
booking done, Ƥe chose to do the Gaumukh Tapoƣan tŸek. UnfoŸtunatelƪ, due to heaƣƪ snoƤ, the 
pŸeƣious batch ɧƼŸst foŸ this seasonɨ couldnɶt eƣen make it past the ƼŸst campsite. We hoƤeƣeŸ, 
made it till the Gaumukh glacieŸ, but found the glacieŸ bŸoken and impassable to continue to 
Tapoƣan. We tŸied to cŸoss the ŸiƣeŸ, but the foŸce Ƥas too much one of them got caŸŸied aƤaƪ in 
the cuŸŸents and had to be Ÿescued. The foŸest dept closed the tapoƣan Ÿoute also afteŸ this. 

With thŸee moŸe daƪs left and nothing else to do, ouŸ good tŸek leadeŸ managed to collate the 
leftoƣeŸ ŸesouŸces and got appŸoƣals to do the DaƪaŸa Bugƪal tŸek ɧ~ȿɀȾȾȾ ftɨ. KedaŸtal diƸcultƪ 
leƣel Ƥas haŸd, Gamukhɶs Ƥas medium, but DaƪaŸa Bugƪal felt like a Ƥalk in the paŸk. 
NeƣeŸtheless, Ƥe completed the commute  & tŸek to DaƪaŸa Bugƪal in the last thŸee daƪs and 
enjoƪed a ŸelaƩed ending, Ƥith a gŸeat paŸtƪ! 
 

 

 



 

 DaŘ -ɾ: Aİİiŕe ič Dehİaduč 
With onlƪ one ƽight a daƪ fŸom BangaloŸe to DehŸadun, Ƥe had to aŸŸiƣe a daƪ eaŸlƪ. We did some eƩploŸing in the 
eƣening. 

OuŸ Ÿoom foŸ the night | The local punjabi delicacƪ | Doon Loƣe | The local maŸkets 

 



 

Day Ⱦ: Cab ride from Dehradun to Dharali 
The team joined togetheŸ at the ŸailƤaƪs station at Ʉ:ȾȾ am and Ƥe all shaŸed Ɂ cabs among us to Ÿeach DhaŸali, 
Ƥhich Ƥas ouŸ base camp. Took us neaŸlƪ ȿɀ houŸs foŸ the entiŸe Ÿide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route is scenic, but encounteŸed huge tŸaƸc pile up neaŸ DhaŸali. 



 

Day ȿ: Cab to Gangotri, then trek to Chirbasa campsite 
TŸekking tŸail staŸts fŸom GangotŸi and goes thŸough the GangotŸi national paŸk. Camping peŸmits aŸe ŸeŷuiŸed to 
enteŸ. 

 

     

EnteŸing the national paŸk. The tŸail is pŸettƪ ƽat heŸe, along the BhagiŸathi ŸiƣeŸ. The skies ƤeŸe blue and Ƥe could 
see cleaŸlƪ thŸough the entiŸe ƣalleƪ. 



 

 
FiŸst ƣieƤs of the snoƤ peaks 



 

BhagiŸathi ŸiƣeŸ, ƽoƤing fŸesh of the glacieŸ. WateŸ cŸossings on the Ƥaƪ. 



 

ChiŸbasa campsite. Being the ƼŸst daƪ, Ƥe ƤeŸe eƩhausted bƪ the time Ƥe Ÿeach the site. 

 

 



 

 

VieƤs fŸom ChiŸbasa campsite. 

 

 

 



 

Bƪ noƤ, the entiŸe gŸoup ƤeŸe Ƥell acŷuainted Ƥith each otheŸ. Let me intŸoduce the chaŸacteŸs. 

 

The leaders 

 

Oč the left is  Ačil bhai  - ouİ feaİless tİekkičg guide Ŗho Ŗas leadičg us fİoČ the fİočt. Heʿs 
liŕed ič this İegioč foİ his ečtiİe life ačd has cliČbed pİettŘ Čuch all the Čajoİ peaks Řouʿll 
see ič the pictuİes heİe. 

Ič the Čiddle is  Saurabh bhai  - ouİ assistačt guide ačd Ŗas the sŖeepeİ ič the back. Heʿs 
also a Čoučtaičeeİ fİoČ this İegioč. He Ŗas alŖaŘs ič the back giŕičg good coČpačŘ to the 
očes Ŗith sloŖ pace ačd Čade suİe theŘ didčʿt get left behičd. 

Oč the İight is  DushŘačt  - ouİ tİek leadeİ fİoČ Ičdia hikes. Had all the İight tİaits of beičg 
a gİeat leadeİ. He ičteİacted Ŗith eŕeİŘ sičgle oče of us Ŗhile tİekkičg ačd ečsuİed 
eŕeİŘoče got the İight attečtioč ačd caİe.   

These thİee bŘ faİ Ŗeİe the best tİek leadeİ & guides Iʿŕe had ič all ČŘ HiČalaŘač tİeks. 
TheŘ Čade the ečtiİe tİek adŕečtuİous ačd also safe ačd coČfoİtable at the saČe tiČe. So 
a big shout-out to theČ! 

 



 

The Chennai Boys 

   

FİoČ left -  Hari  Kishač,  RaČ  ačd  Karthik . These guŘs had soČe ČajoİlŘ psŘched out 
stoİies fİoČ theiİ past tİeks, like, oče felloŖ fİoČ theiİ KashČiİ Gİeat wakes tİek got lost 
feŖ Řeaİs ago ačd has still čot beeč foučd! 

 

The 9rench Gang 
   
Top left -  Pablo  

Top İight -  MaŗiČe  

BottoČ left -  Ačtoiče 

BottoČ İight -  Aurélieč 

TheŘ Ŗeİe pİettŘ cool. TheŘ all 
Ŗoİked at the Fİečch eČbassŘ ič 
Delhi ačd had beeč ič Ičdia foİ the 
last tŖo Řeaİs.  

 

 



 

A Confused Soul 
Meet  Harsha  fİoČ Bačgaloİe. He joičed us aločg Ŗith the 
fİečch guŘs. TheŘ had tİekked Goechala togetheİ last Řeaİ 
ačd so joič this tİek togetheİ. Heʿs a Yoga pİofessiočal ačd 
a teacheİ. Thİoughout the tİek, I couldčʿt fičd hiČ cočfiİČ 
oč ačŘ decisioč ačd alŖaŘs asked people aİoučd foİ 
suggestiočs. Hečce the title. 

 

 

The Couple 
Sačket  &  Ačushree  fİoČ MuČbai. 
This Ŗas theiİ fiİst tİek ačd Ŗeİe 
pİettŘ čeİŕous. BŘ the ečd, theŘ Ŗeİe 
tİačsfoİČed fİoČ aČateuİs to pİos. 
Ačushİee Ŗas the očlŘ peİsoč ič the 
gİoup to be happŘ Ŗheč Kedaİtal & 
Tapoŕač got cačcelled! Sačket had a 
pİettŘ good taste ič Čusic. 

 

 

 

The Cousins 
VikraČ  ʰa.k.a  MoČaŘa ɦ fİoČ MuČbai 
ačd  Nirali  fİoČ MadhŘa Pİadesh. 
TheŘ Ŗeİe cousičs. Niİali had just 
fičished heİ ečgičeeİičg ačd Ŗas the 
Řoučgest of the lot. It Ŗas heİ fiİst 
tİek as Ŗell. VikİaČ, I thičk, Ŗas the 
Čost hilaİious of the gİoup. 

 

 

 



 

The 9riendly Belgian 
Bart  - Ač eŗtİeČelŘ fİiečdlŘ globetİotteİ fİoČ BelgiuČ. 
This guŘ Ŗas just like the chaİacteİs oče Ŗould İead ič the 
book. EŕeİŘ Řeaİ he takes a Čočth off foİ ŕacatioč ačd 
tİaŕels to a diffeİečt coučtİŘ, Ŗithout ačŘ phoče oİ laptop! 
Ačd heʿs beeč doičg it sičce he Ŗas ɾʆ. This tİek Ŗas the 
last paİt of his tİaŕel ič Ičdia. He tİaŕeled Ŗith us ič the cab 
ačd so got to kčoŖ a lot about hiČ ačd all his tİaŕels 
aİoučd the Ŗoİld. A tİue ičspiİatioč foİ tİaŕeleİs, Iʿd saŘ. 

Also, heʿs a pİofessiočal football coach ič BelgiuČ. Just look 
at his Čassiŕe legs! 

He captuİed soČe aČazičg pictuİes of us, but hasčʿt shaİed 
theČ Ŗith us Řet. 

 

 

 

 

The Encyclopedia 
Shobhit  Ŗas fİoČ Delhi. Not suİe Ŗhat his 
pİofessioč Ŗas oİ his backgİoučd, but this guŘ kčeŖ 
the ačsŖeİs to pİettŘ Čuch ačŘ įuestioč Řou could 
ask about the suİİoučdičg İegiočs oİ the HiČalaŘas. 
Afteİ a poičt, Ŗe all just boŖed doŖč ič İespect of 
his gečeİal kčoŖledge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Latecomer 
AČač  fİoČ Nagpuİ. He aİİiŕed ač houİ late oč DaŘ ɽ, ačd 
Ŗaitičg foİ hiČ cost us ač additiočal ʀ houİs ič tİaffic. He 
Ŗas late foİ bİeakfast, diččeİ, pulse-oŗŘ İeadičgs...etc. He 
Ŗas the secočd Řoučgest afteİ Niİali. HoŖeŕeİ, Ŗe all 
thought he Ŗas fİoČ Delhi učtil the ečd.  

But beside all of that, Ŗe all Ŗeİe  thačkful to hiČ foİ 
gettičg the fİisbee to the tİek, Ŗhich Ŗe plaŘed a lot ačd 
had fuč. 

 

 

The Bong 
Rituparča  fİoČ West Bečgal -  Ritu  Ŗas the Čost hŘpeİ 
of us all ačd as the title suggests, she caČe Ŗith a lot of 
Ŗeiİd bečgali čaČes foİ coČČoč thičgs. Woİd like 
ʾkat-badaČ,ʿ ʾfačifall .ʿ..etc. I giŕe up! I cačʿt İeČeČbeİ 
those čaČes. 

Sheʿs also clicked soČe aČazičg pictuİes Ŗhich Řouʿll see 
ič the upcoČičg sectiočs. 

 

 

The Ladha 
Ačkit Ladha   fİoČ MuČbai -  Ačkit  Ŗas ičto Čaİiče 
busičess ačd İač a coČpačŘ that dealt Ŗith ship ečgičes. 
He Ŗas ač eŗpeİiečced tİekkeİ ačd tİaŕeled Ŗith us ič 
the cab aločg Ŗith Baİt. Got aločg ŕeİŘ Ŗell Ŗith hiČ ačd 
he Ŗas ouİ tečt Čate foİ the ečtiİe tİek. 

This felloŖ absolutelŘ doesčʿt look ačd behaŕe like he has 
a ɿ Řeaİ old soč. Had to Čake hiČ shoŖ his sočʿs biİth 
ceİtificate to pİoŕe it! 

 



 

 

And lastly, us 
Thatʿs Če,  Nitheesh , oč 
the left ačd  Phalguč  oč 
the İight. We aİe tŖo 
techies fİoČ Bačgaloİe. 
Phalguč is ČŘ best buddŘ 
fİoČ college ačd Ŗeʿŕe 
beeč tİaŕeličg & tİekkičg 
togetheİ eŕeİ sičce. We 
tİaŕel to the HiČalaŘas 
eŕeİŘ Řeaİ foİ a tİek ačd 
beeč doičg so foİ seŕeİal 
Řeaİs čoŖ.  

 

 

 

 

 

Oh, and also the porters & cooks 
Noče of this Ŗould be possible Ŗithout the help ačd 
suppoİt of these people. TheŘ caİİŘ all the İatioč & 
supplies čeeded to cook foİ us ačd pİoŕide us Ŗith 
delicious food thİoughout the eŗpeditioč. TheŘ eŕeč 
Čačaged to bake a cake foİ the biİthdaŘ folks duİičg 
the tİek. TheŘ tİulŘ aİe the učsučg heİoes of eŕeİŘ 
Čoučtaič eŗpeditiočs! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

An evening in Chirbasa campsite 
wince Ƥe aŸŸiƣed at the campsite bƪ Ɂ:ȾȾ pm, Ƥe had the entiŸe eƣening to ŸelaƩ. We sat bƪ the ŸiƣeŸ till sunset and shaŸed 
plentƪ of stoŸies & eƩpeŸiences among each otheŸ. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

And the sunset Ƥas just bŸilliant 

 



 

Day ɀ: Chirbasa campsite to Bhojbasa campsite 
 

   

   

wcenes of packing up and getting Ÿeadƪ to leaƣe in the moŸning 

 

 

 



 

VieƤs of Mt. wudaŸshan fŸom the tŸail to Bhojbasa campsite 



 

 

The naŸŸoƤ tŸail to Bhojbasa along steep slopes and loose Ÿocks. This Ÿegion is pŸone to landslides 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A distant ƣieƤ of Bhojbasa campsite and the BhagiŸathi ɀ,Ɂ &ȿ peaks in the backdŸop. 

 

 

 



 

wince Ƥe Ÿeached Bhojbasa bƪ noon, Ƥe still had half the daƪ left and hence decided to dŸop oƷ ouŸ bags and go foŸ 
an acclimatization Ƥalk to the Gaumukh glacieŸ.  

 
On the Ƥaƪ to the Gaumukh glacieŸ 



 

 

 

Thatɶs as close as Ƥe could get to the Gaumukh glacieŸ. Yes, that muddƪ laƪeŸs beneath the mountains is the 
glacieŸ, oŸiginating fŸom the BhagiŸathi peaks ɀ,Ɂ & ȿ in the backgŸound. As ƪou can see, it Ƥas bŸoken and coƣeŸed 
fŸom debŸis of landslides. The oŸiginal Ÿoute Ƥas to folloƤ a naŸŸoƤ tŸail on the left and cŸoss the glacieŸ to the Ÿight 
and go past the BhagiŸathi peaks toƤaŸds Tapoƣan. We tŸied to Ƽnd a safe Ÿoute as much as possible, but the entiŸe 
Ÿegion Ƥas unstable and ƣentuŸing in heŸe Ƥould be highlƪ Ÿiskƪ. UnfoŸtunatelƪ, Ƥe had to tuŸn back. 

 



 

 

Mt. whiƣling, on the top, and otheŸ peaks suŸŸounding us at the Gaumukh glacieŸ. 

 

 

 



 

With no otheŸ choice, Ƥe ŸetuŸned to Bhojbasa and ŸelaƩed foŸ the Ÿest of the eƣening. 

  

 

The ƣieƤs fŸom Bhojbasa campsite 



 

With ƣast open landscapes, the Ƥind chill gets fŸeezing heŸe in the night as the sun goes doƤn. We all gatheŸed 
aŸound inside the dining tents foŸ all the actiƣities. We plaƪed heŸe, shaŸed conƣeŸsations, sang songs, had debates, 
aŸguments and ŷuizzes, did all the team meetings and also had ouŸ food. 

 
One such session inside the dining tents. It Ƥas pŸettƪ cozƪ and ƤaŸm. BaŸt slept in the sleeping tent foŸ the entiŸe 
tŸek 

wince Ƥe ƤeŸe all pŸettƪ upset of not being able to KedaŸtal and noƤ, not eƣen Tapoƣan, Dushƪant didnɶt Ƥant to 
giƣe up and discussed Ƥith otheŸ gŸoups tŸek leadeŸs, the guides, the foŸest dept people and also the cooks and 
poŸteŸs and came up Ƥith a plan bƪ dinneŸ time. The plan Ƥas that Dushƪant & Anil bhai Ƥill chaŸt a Ÿoute thŸough 
the ŸiƣeŸ at Bhojbasa and tŸƪ cŸossing it at the moŸning, since the ƤateŸ ƽoƤ Ƥould be loƤest in the moŸning, and if 
theƪ feel safe enough, then Ƥe all could cŸoss the ŸiƣeŸ and continue the tŸek. That meant getting Ƥet eaŸlƪ in the 
moŸning in cold glacial ƤateŸs, but it seemed like a faiŸ plan.  



 

  

wunŸise at Bhojbasa. 

 



 

Beautiful moŸning coloŸs 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The neƩt moŸning, I Ƥoke up eaŸlƪ and 
joined Anil bhai and Dushƪant to Ƽnd a 
Ƥaƪ acŸoss. TheŸe Ƥas onlƪ one section 
ƤheŸe the ƤateŸ leƣel Ƥas beloƤ ouŸ 
Ƥaistline, but that Ƥas also the Ƥidest 
section of the ŸiƣeŸ. EƣeŸƪƤheŸe else, 
the ƤateŸ Ƥas deep and the Ÿapids ƤeŸe 
poƤeŸful. Me and Anil bhai tŸekked 
almost until the glacieŸ to Ƽnd a safe 
spot foŸ cŸossing, but Ƥe couldnɶt. The 
ŸiƣeŸ Ƥould look naŸŸoƤ and calm fŸom a 
distance, but as Ƥe get close, Ƥe could 
see it Ÿaging thŸough the huge bouldeŸs. 
At one point, I eƣen slipped climbing a 
bouldeŸ and almost fell into the ŸiƣeŸ! 
We Ÿealized Ƥe ƤeŸe dealing a Ÿiskƪ hand and ŸetuŸned. MeanƤhile at Bhojbasa, a gŸoup of Ɂ eƩpeŸienced bongs tŸied to cŸoss 
the ŸiƣeŸ acŸoss the path Ƥe had chaŸted. One made thŸough, but neƩt one got sƤept aƤaƪ at midƤaƪ point to almost a ȿȾȾ 
meteŸs. Luckilƪ, he Ƥas haŸnessed Ƥith Ÿoped and Ƥas Ÿescued. EƣeŸƪone Ƥatched it happen. That Ƥas a cleaŸ indication Ƥe 
couldnɶt cŸoss, especiallƪ Ƥith all the baggage & Ÿations. And so, ouŸ dŸeams of Ÿeaching Tapoƣan got cŸushed! 



 

  

   

The BhagiŸathi ŸiƣeŸ at Bhojbasa and the bongs attempting to cŸoss it.  



 

With Tapoƣan not happening, Ƥe still haƣe Ɂ moŸe daƪs left and Ƥe didnɶt Ƥant to Ƥaste it just going aŸound on 
small, daƪ tŸeks, in the same place. wo Dushƪant tŸied to see if could at least do DaƪaŸa Bugƪal tŸek. But theŸe Ƥas 
no phone connectiƣitƪ to obtain peŸmissions fŸom India Hikes oƸce. wo he asked us Ƥait at Bhojbasa till noon Ƥhile 
he Ƥent to ChiŸbasa campgŸound ƤheŸe a faint bsnl/aiŸtel connectiƣitƪ Ƥas aƣailable and he could enŷuiŸe foŸ 
peŸmissions fŸom India Hikes HQ.  

While Ƥaiting, Ƥe had some guest appeaŸances. The Himalaƪan Blue sheeps gŸazing on the neighboŸing mountain slopes. 



 

I Ƥas peŸched up high. wpot me ? 

 



 

 
MeanƤhile, the FŸench gang ƣentuŸed onto some local eƩploŸation. 

 

 

The best pic of the ƣalleƪ goes to Antoine! 



 

 

Dushƪant came back Ƥith a good neƤs that Ƥeɶll be able to do DaƪaŸa Bugƪal. That felt a bit satisfƪing. The plan 
Ƥas to Ÿeach DhaŸali foŸ the night and tŸaƣel to DaƪaŸa Bugƪal tŸail neƩt moŸning. We took a gŸoup pictuŸe heŸe to 
celebŸate Ÿeaching at least till the Gaumukh glacieŸ. 

 



 

Heading back to DhaŸali ƣia ChiŸbasa & GangotŸi. The same Ÿoute Ƥe had come thŸough 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

        



 

 

Visual tŸeat!. 



 

We stopped at GangotŸi on the Ƥaƪ back to haƣe a ŷuick ƣisit to the temple. 

 

 

TheŸe ƤeŸe plentƪ of deƣotees and the pooja Ƥas going on in full sƤing. 

 

 



 

 

OuŸ accomodation at DhaŸali 

HaŸi & KaŸthik had to head back home due to 
peŸsonal Ÿeasons and couldnɶt continue along 
Ƥith us to DaƪaŸa Bugƪal. These tƤo missed 
one helluƣa paŸtƪ at DaƪaŸa Bugƪal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Climbing up to the ƼŸst camp on DaƪaŸa Bugƪal tŸail. As I said, it Ƥas liteŸallƪ like a Ƥalk in the paŸk. 

 



 

    

 

 



 

We found plentƪ of meadoƤs and staŸted to plaƪ the fŸisbee ƤheŸeƣeŸ Ƥe could. 

  

 



 

Campsite ȿ on DaƪaŸa Bugƪal tŸail 

 

 

We indulged in some ƪoga session led bƪ ouŸ Yoga teacheŸ, HaŸsha 

 

 



 

While the FŸench guƪs shoƤed oƷ theiŸ skills  

 



 

The place Ƥas ideal foŸ plaƪing fŸisbee, so Ƥe soon got staŸted Ƥith it. 

 

UnfoŸtunatelƪ, I slipped and fell badlƪ on 
the slope. I landed on mƪ left shouldeŸ 
joint Ƥith mƪ full bodƪ Ƥeight on it. The 
pain Ƥas so shaŸp that theŸe Ƥas no 
ƣoice coming out of mƪ mouth eƣen to 
scŸeam! I didnɶt Ƥant to cŸeate a scene, 
so I kept it to mƪself and continued along. 
Itɶs been tƤo months since then and I still 
canɶt stŸetch mƪ left shouldeŸ completelƪ 
stŸaight. Damn! wo foŸ the Ÿest of the 
Ƥhile, I just Ÿested in mƪ shahenshah 
pose.  

 

 

 



 

Dushƪant then intŸoduced us to this hilaŸious game called ɵɀȿ things/sentencesɶ...oŸ something like that. Basicallƪ the idea 
Ƥas Ƥe all sit aŸound in a ciŸcle and each peŸson get a tuŸn to map a numbeŸ betƤeen ȿ-ɀȿ to anƪthing theƪɶd like and the Ÿest 
of us haƣe to ŸemembeŸ and Ÿecite the entiŸe seŷuence in oŸdeŸ, else that peŸson Ƥould lose the Ÿound.  

 

The FŸench guƪs added in ƤoŸds like ɵFufunɶ, 
Ƥhich the Ÿest of us had no clue Ƥhat it 
meant, but had to saƪ it neƣeŸtheless.  

Momaƪa and Antoine ƤeŸe the Ƽnalists and 
Ƥent ƼeŸcelƪ at each otheŸ. The game ended 
in a dŸaƤ betƤeen them.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

We also had a fantastic ƣieƤ of the high himalaƪas fŸom heŸe. We ƤeŸe beƪond those peaks, a feƤ daƪs back. 

 



 

It Ƥas Phalgunɶs biŸthdaƪ on the ɀɁŸd, so Ƥe celebŸated that night. HaŸpaŸlji, ouŸ cook, eƣen pŸepaŸed us a cake in 
the night to celebŸate.  

    

EƣeŸƪone joined in and sang and Ƥished.  As peŸ mƪ oŸiginal plans, Ƥe shouldɶƣe been at KedaŸtal top foŸ his 
biŸthdaƪ night and I Ƥas hoping to make him cut the cake undeŸneath the staŸs. UnfoŸtunatelƪ, that didnɶt happen, 
but it tuŸned out to be total fun in the end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FloŸa & Fauna Ƥe obseŸƣed 

 

 

 

 

These Himalaƪan CondoŸs ƤeŸe huge! Theƪ could easilƪ pick up a calf oŸ a sheep and ƽƪ aƤaƪ. 

 

 

 

 



 

wunŸise at campsite ȿ 

 



 

On the Ƥaƪ to campsite ɀ 

 

     

This little lamb Ÿeceiƣed a lot of loƣe. It Ƥas eƣen oƷeŸed a beads necklace!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

A shepheŸdɶs familƪ liƣed on the top at campsite ɀ 

 

 



 

Pitching ouŸ tents at campsite ɀ  

 

 

 



 

This shepheŸd Ÿan a small Maggie business fŸom his hut at campsite ɀ 

 

 

We all had some Maggie, ŸelaƩed foŸ a Ƥhile and then took oƷ to ƣisit the DaƪaŸa Bugƪal top. 

 

 



 

Bugƪal means a meadoƤ in hindi, I got to knoƤ. This place had lush gŸeen meadoƤs. 

 

 



 

Not to mention, plentƪ of photoshoots 

 

 

A jumping pic on the mountain is mandatoŸƪ I suppose! 

 



 

And Ƥe all climbed to the top. 

 

 

TheŸe Ƥasnɶt a huge sense of achieƣement oŸ anƪ such feeling this time as it Ƥas pŸettƪ easƪ. This time it Ƥas all 
about haƣing fun as gŸoup. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TheŸe Ƥas ouŸ ƽag on the top as Ƥell. walute! 

 

  

OuŸ mandatoŸƪ pic. And the ministeŸs of Guistan! 

 

 



 

As Ƥe gŸouped togetheŸ at the top, Dushƪant Ÿightlƪ told us that, it is not Ƥe Ƥho climb the mountain, but the 
mountain that lets us climb it. It is not the mountain Ƥe conŷueŸ, but ouŸselƣes. We closed ouŸ eƪes in silence foŸ a 
feƤ mins and paid ouŸ Ÿespect to the mountains and the natuŸe. 

 

EƣeŸƪ summit, be it easƪ oŸ haŸd, deseŸƣes a gŸoup pic of accomplishment. We then descended and ŸetuŸned to 
camp 

 



 

 

The gŸass Ƥas so soft that Ƥe Ƥalked baŸefoot foŸ ŷuite a Ƥhile on it. The cattle gŸazing fŸeelƪ, the sound of theiŸ 
bells, the sheep, the gŸeen meadoƤs, all this seemed eƩactlƪ like in the Heidi caŸtoon I used to Ƥatch as a kid. But I 
guess these scenes  ƤeŸe pŸettƪ noŸmal foŸ the FŸench guƪs afteŸ gŸoƤing up Ƥith the Alps. 



 

wunset at campsite ɀ 

 



 

 

That night Ƥas a feast 
at the camp. The 
jamoon got oƣeŸ in an 
instant. BaŸt just 
couldnɶt undeŸstand 
hoƤ it Ƥas okaƪ foŸ us 
to shaŸe food fŸom the 
same boƩ. Being the 
last night at camp, Ƥe 
conƣeŸsed til late 
night, Ƥe sang, Ƥe 
plaƪed pictionaŸƪ, eƣen 
Anil bhai and wauŸabh 
bhai joined us. We 
eƣen established the 
kingdom of Guistan 
and allocated Ÿoles & 
Ÿesponsibilities.  

 

wunŸise at campsite ɀ 

 



 

 

We ƤeŸe heading doƤn to the DaƪaŸa Bugƪal base camp foŸ the night. The neƩt moŸning, Ƥeɶd all dispeŸse fŸom theŸe. 

 

Packing up in the moŸning to leaƣe. 



 

We clicked one last gŸoup photo, this time Ƥith eƣeŸƪ single one included. 

 

 

India Hikes, Batch-Ɂ, May ȿɇ-ɀ5, ɀȾȿɆ. At Dayara Bugyal campsite, after having completed 
Gaumukh. 
 



 

We plaƪed moŸe fŸisbee as Ƥe descended. Itɶs incŸedible to thŸoƤ it doƤnhill as it tŸaƣels laŸge distances! 

 

 

 



 

At the Guest house in DaƪaŸa Bugƪal base camp. We had bath afteŸ long, Ƥashed ouŸ clothes and ŸefŸeshed. 

 

 

TheŸe Ƥas a ƣillage neaŸbƪ Ƥith small shops. We bŸought in plentƪ of chips and coke foŸ ouŸselƣes. 

 



 

It Ƥas AnushŸeeɶs biŸthdaƪ that daƪ, and it being a last night and all, Ƥe planned to put up a big paŸtƪ foŸ the night. 
We conƣinced Dushƪant to paŸtƪ at the guest house and cooŸdinated Ƥith Anil & wauŸabh bhai to get some dŸinks 
fŸom the neaŸbƪ toƤn. MeanƤhile, HaŸpalji pŸepaŸed anotheŸ cake to celebŸate. 

 

AfteŸ cutting the caŸe, that doŸm Ÿoom tuŸned into one helluƣa paŸtƪ ƽooŸ. EƣeŸƪone in the building, including the 
cooks, the gaŸdneŸs, the maintenance staƷ, eƣeŸƪ single one joined in. OuŸ headlamps became disco lights, 
Dushƪant Ƥith his bluetooth speakeŸ Ƥas the DJ, and Ƥe just let ouŸselƣes loose. I haƣe neƣeŸ paŸtied this haŸd oŸ 
cŸazƪ eƣeŸ in mƪ life! It Ƥent on foŸ seƣeŸal houŸs. We made BaŸt dance to some bollƪƤood music, the FŸench gang 
shoƤed theiŸ skills, me and Momaƪa Ƥent on the ƽooŸ to do some cŸazƪ moƣes...etc etc. Bƪ the end of it, Ƥe had 
eƣen had a pilloƤ Ƽght, bŸoke a bulb/light coƣeŸ, heck, Ƥe eƣen bŸoke a bed! When Ƥe Ƥoke up the neƩt moŸning, 
Ƥe found things scatteŸed all acŸoss the coŸŸidoŸ, footƤeaŸs had gone ƽƪing eƣeŸƪƤheŸe...etc etc. The maintenance 
guƪs at the building that me that in theiŸ Ƀ ƪeaŸs of staƪ in that building, no one had eƣeŸ done anƪthing like that. 
EƣeŸƪ single one of us enjoƪed to the coŸe. NoƤ thatɶs Ƥhat I call as ending the tŸaƣel Ƥith a bang! ɧA big thanks to 
wanket foŸ oƤning all those eƩpenses as paŸt of AnushŸeeɶs bdaƪ tŸeatɨ  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The neƩt moŸning, Ƥe shaŸed ouŸ contact details, bid goodbƪes to eƣeŸƪone and ŸetuŸned to DehŸadun in the cabs, 
similaŸ to the Ƥaƪ Ƥe had aŸŸiƣed. 

 

 



 

wome of us staƪed back in DehŸadun foŸ the night to catch ouŸ ƽights/buses/tŸains the folloƤing daƪ. wo Ƥe met up 
at DehŸadun as Ƥell foŸ some local choƤ. 

 

 



 

The FŸench guƪs, couldnɶt meet us as theƪ decided to take an eaŸlƪ bus to Delhi. I think BaŸt also joined in the same 
bus. Ankit & Aman  took the late night tŸain. wanket & AnushŸee had theiŸ ƽight to Mumbai the neƩt daƪ. HaŸsha 
Ƥas confused as eƣeŸ and Ƥas tŸƪing Ƽnd a Ƥaƪ to get to AmŸitsaŸ. Ritu Ƥas staƪing in DehŸadun foŸ anotheŸ daƪ oŸ 
tƤo to eƩploŸe. whe thought it Ƥould be a hill station, but it Ƥasnɶt. Phalgun & I had a bus to Manali the neƩt daƪ. wo 
Phalgun,Ritu and I Ƥent to the Deadpool ɀ moƣie theŸe in a local theateŸ the neƩt daƪ since Ƥe had time. FŸom 
Manali, Phalgun & I did a bike Ÿide in the wpiti ƣalleƪ. Antoine Ƥas kind enough to host us at his place in Delhi until 
ouŸ eƣening ƽight to home, Ƥhen Ƥe ŸetuŸned fŸom ouŸ wpiti Ÿide.  

 

READ OUR SPITI TRAVELOGUE  HERE 

 

And that, is hoƤ ouŸ ɀȾȿɆ Himalaƪas tŸaƣel ended. 

 

 

 

KLN’s  Tİaŕelogues 

http://nitheeshkl.in/spiti

